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PREFACE 



To furnish the citizen and traveller with a convenient pock- 
et volume, which may serve to give a general knowledge of 
the various institutions interesting to a stranger who visits 
our dty, is the leading design of this work. The liberal pa- 
tronage bettowed on the first edition published in 1829, and 
the second edition which appeared in 1833, has led me to be- 
lieve the volume has been acceptable. With this impression 
I have been induced to pursue the laborious task, and not 
without a ho])e that a discriminating public may approve the 
labor. For this ifdrd edikon the work has been revised and 
materially corrected, so as to confonn to the present improved 
condition of the city and its environs. 

My interest in the Hiarovv op Boston, by Caleb H. 
Snow, published in 1826, might with propriety forbid my say- 
ing it, otherwise I would saggest the belief that almost every 
subject relative to the early history of this city will be found 
amply displayed in that volume. To explain the difference 
between the two works, it may be proper to say that the HiS' 
tory qf BoBtan is designed to be a correct narrative of 



PREFACE. 

nsota fimn the foaadatiaa of the titj to the time of its pub- 
Ikaliim. Thia work, the Picture nfBotlon, presents a birds- 
eje lisw of the most pcomioent objecis ss they ap|>eu at tha 
piesent time. 

Iniccuracies, almost inseparable troin a woik of this de- 
•eription, will no doabt be discovered ; they are, howeier, be- 
liered to be few, aod of minor importanoe. I shall feel under 
particular obligation, to all who hnre in possessiao tbc means 
of correcting any eiros, and wiD so tu interest themselves aa 
to enable me to imptave a sacceedins edition. 



Bofton, Dec. IS, 1837. 
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INTRODUCTORY HISTORY. 

Boston, the metropolis of Massachusetts, contains rising 
80,000 inhabitants,* and is situated on a peninsula, nearly 
three miles in length and a little oyer a mile in breadth, of 
an uneven surface, at the head of Massachusetts Bay, in 
north latitude 42 deg. 23 min. It was settled by Governor 
Winthropand his associates, in 1630, and received its name 
in honor of the Rev. John Cotton, who emigrated from Bos- 
ton in Lincolnshire, England. The name was confirmed 
by act of court, September 7, 1630, O. S. which may be 
considered the date of the foundation of Boston, Its original 
Indian name was Shmomutt and for a short time, previous 
to receiving the present name, it was called Trimmmtain, 

The neck or isthmus which connects the peninsula to the 
nuiin land, is at the south part of the city, and joins to 
Rozbury. Boston is bounded on the west by Brookline and 
the Charles River, which winds round between Copp's HiU 
and Charlestown, on the north, and empties itself into the 
harbor, which lies on the east, — having Dorchester and 
Rozbury on the south. The surface of the peninsula swells 
into three eminences. Copp's Hill, which is at the north- 
erly extremity of the city, rises about 50 feet above high 

• When eomparliif the nombcr of iDhabiUnte with other cities io the Uoited 
Sutet, the immadUte Ticioitj of Boaton ihonld be ibcladed ;— which would girt 
a popolatioa of aboat 1SS,000 raaidiof within four miles of lh« V^taxV <A >3ii« «\Vi . 

3 
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■water. Port Hill, aaother eminence on the easterly « 
facing the harbor, rises about 80 feet above the sea, and 
third which is called Beacon Hill, is on the westerly ] 
and now rises 110 feet above high water mark, but 
originally about 30 feet higher. On the last there -> 
also three distinct eminences, which since attained 
names of Mount Vernon, Beacon and PemJberton F. 









ir'tsmbertun. Beacon. Mt Vernon. 

The circumstance of these hills being so elevated as to 
them the appearance of a mountain when viewed by 
first settlers from the low grounds at Charlestown, prob 
led to their calling the peninsula Trimountain.* 

Most of the land which was originally the surface of 
peninsula, is either covered with buildings or occupiei 
gardens, except the Common, consisting of about 50 a 
of upland and 26 of flats, which was generously reservei 
the first settlers for a training field and other public pu 
ses, to be kept unimpaired to the latest posterity. 
streets of the oldest parts of the city are genei 
narrow and crooked, and were laid out apparently witl 
regard to convenience or taste. But in the parts i 
recently built they are wider, and the buildings dis; 
elegance and splendor equal to any other city in the Un 
The communication between the country and the city is ^ 
c(mvenient, having, besides the natural passages from I 
bury, four rail roads, the mill dam, (which fonns a gi 
western avenue into the city from Brookline and Bright 
and six excellent bridges. There is also an extensive f 

• From th'a hu ariMn the mort modarn name of Trcmont. 
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between Boston and Chelaea, with five convenient steam- 
boats for the conveyance of carriages, teams and foot pas- 
sengers; and another with three excellent steamboats be- 
tween North and East Boston. Two of the bridges connect 
Boston with Cambridge, two with Charlestown, and two 
unite it with South Boston. 

The Harbor extends from Nantasket to the city, and 
spreads from Chelsea and Nahant to Hingham, contain- 
ing abont 75 square miles. It is bespangled with upwards 
of 100 islands or rocks, and receives the waters from 
Mystic, Charles, Neponset and Manatticut Rivers, with 
several other smaller streams. The most noted islands 
are Governor's Island and Castle Island, both of which are 
fortified : the former is now called Fort Warren, the latter 
Fort Independence. They lie about two and a half miles 
easterly from the city, dividing the inner from the outer 
harbor, about one mile distant from each other, and the 
only channel for large ships passes between them. Bell 
Isle and East Boston lie to the north east of the city on 
the Chelsea coast, which together with most of the 
islands in the harbor come within the jurisdiction of the 
city. Deer Island about five miles east, and Long Island 
about five and a half east by south, conmiand the outer 
harbor. Thompson and Spectacle Island lie south-easterly 
towards Squantum, and within the parallel of Long Island. 
Rainsford or Hospital Island is about one mile south easterly 
from Long Island. Gallop, George and Lovel's Island lie 
east by south from seven to eight miles from Boston, and 
between Broad Sound and Nantasket Road. Pethick's 
Island lies south of Nantasket Road or Hingham Bay. The 
Li^t House Island, on which the Light House stands, lies 
south 69 deg. east, 8 2-3 miles. The Brewsters, Calf Island, 
Green Island, ^., lie northerly from the Light House, form- 
ing a chidn of islands, rocks and ledges about three miles, 
to the Greves Rocks, between which no ships attempt to 
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pass.* The water in this harbor is of a sufficient depth to ad- 
mit 500 ships of the largest class to ride at anchor in safety ; 
while the entrance is so narrow as scarcely to admit two 
ships abreast. Boston is finely situated for commerce, and 
has more shipping than any other city in the United States, 
except New- York. The wharves and piers are extensive, 
— provided with spacious stores and warehouses, with every 
convenience for the safe mooring and securing of vessels. 

The city exhibits a very picturesque and beautiful view when 
approached from the sea, and its general appearance is much 
admired by strangers. In many respects it has been com- 
pared with Liverpool. An English traveller observes, thfit 
he was much struck with the resemblance, in the general 
aspect and furniture of the houses; in the domestic arrange- 
ments and style of living, and in the manners, habits, and 
character of the people. 

The town was governed by nine Selectmen, chosen by the 
people annually, till 1822, when it became an incorporated 
city, and is now governed by a Mayor, eight Aldermen, and 
forty-eight Common Couneilmen, chosen annually by the 
citizens in December. 

Boston is the seat of various literary and scientific institu- 
tions, and probably no city of its size in the world is better 
supplied with public and private schools. It has been greatly 
distinguished in the history of this country, in consequence of 
the conspicuous part taken in the events and transactions 
which led to the American Revolution. It is the seat of gov- 
ernment. The state Legislature convenes here once a year, 
and the session commences on the first Wednesday in January. 

It has the credit of being the ' Literary Emporium of |he 
Western World,' and perhaps justly, for it is acknowledged, 
that a greater portion of the distinguished men of our nation 
have arisen from this city and its vicinity, than from any. 

• See u complete Jiat of mil the Islandi, with their bearings and distances, in 
/V Sfaow'eJHiMtotj of BoKtoD, page 114. 
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other place in the United States. Besides those distingoished 
for Jiterary acquirem^ts, there are many who have been 
equally distinguished as patriots and statesmen. Among the 
inhabitants of Boston and its vicinity, we have descendants 
of the celebrated John Calvin, the reformer of Geneva ; of 
Sebastian Cabot, the distinguished English navigator ; of Dr 
Wm. Ames, the author of the MeduUa Theologise ; of Bishop 
Eklmund Grindall ; of John Fox, the Martyrologist, and John 
Rogers, the first who sealed with his life the profession of his 
fiedth, in the reign of the bigoted Mary. 

SUFFOLK COUNTY. 

The County of Sufiblk was so named in honor of Governor 
Winthrop, who was from Suffolk in England. It was incor- 
porated in 1643. Till the year 1793, it comprised, besides 
Boston, the county of Norfolk, and embraced 23 towns. At 
present it is composed of Boston and the small but flourish- 
ing town of Chelsea. By an act of the legislature passed 
Feb. 23, 1822, Chelsea is allowed to enjoy all privileges 
relating to the administration of justice, notwithstanding the 
town is exempted from all taxes for county purposes. 

THE SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 

Of Massachusetts, is held in Boston on the first Tuesday 
in March, and the seventh Tuesday next after the first 
Tuesday in September ; and the Court of Conmion Pleas, 
on the first Tuesday in January, April, July, and October. 

UNITED STATES COURTS. 

The Supreme Court of the United States is held in Bos- 
ton, in May and October. Joseph Story, Jissodaie Jvdge. 

BOSTON IN DISTRICTS. 

NORTH BOBTOIT. 

Boston^ like maay other large dties, bas been^ b^ ccKsasAA. 
ooatmt, dMthd into distriots, with hums \tt^eB!»&% ^d»^ 
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location of each. Thus we have North Boston, West Bos- 
ton, East Boston, Sonth End, and South Boston. The first 
section embraces the north-end of the city, or all that part 
lying north of Faneuil Hall and what was the Canal or Mill- 
Creek. This is the oldest part, and formerly had the advan- 
tage of the principal trade. The streets here are generally 
narrow and crooked, and some of them remain much as they 
were when first constructed, on the model of the old towns 
in England. ' The government of the town, soon after its 
settlement, endeavored to correct some of their early errors, 
yet they seem to have had an utter aversion to straight lines 
or right angles ; and though their moral walk was upright, 
they took little pains to make their crooked highways 
straight.' This irregularity, however, was partly occasion- 
ed by the uneven surface of the ground when the city was 
first built, and it is by no means certain that this ancient 
disposition of the streets, manifests a want of taste, or has 
materially injured the appearance of the city. On this 
subject, a writer observes, ' the forms and turnings of the 
streets of London, and other old towns, are produced by 
accident, without any original plan or design ; but they are 
not always the less pleasant to the walker or spectator, on 
that account. On the contrary, had they been built on the 
regular plan of Sir Christopher Wren, the efiect might have 
been, as it is in some new places, rather unpleasing.' In 
North Boston the buildings are mostly old and many are built 
of wood, and exhibit the difierent styles of architecture used 
for a period of more than a century and a half. Except a 
portion of what was formerly the Mill Pond, the only spot 
of land not covered by bmldings at present is on Copp's 
Hill, and the greater part of this is occupied for a Burial 
Ground. From this hill the British cannonaded the town 
of Charlestown in 1775, during the memorable battle of 
Bunker Hill, when the village was principally destroyed by 
conflagration. They left a small fort standing on this hill, 
which remained a fiivorite resort for the recreation of school 
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boys till 1807. The natural situation of this section of the 
city gives it an advantage over any other part; whether 
considered as a place for comfortable and healthy residence, 
or its convenience for trade. The channel of Charles River 
runs close to the shore, and has depth and width sufficient 
to accommodate ships of the greatest burden. The spirit 
for improvement, recently awakened in North Boston, shows 
that the citizens begin to appreciate its advantages. 

WEST BOSTON. 

This is that part of the city which lies between the 
Conmion and Canal Street, west of Hanover and Tremont 
Streets, and has been recently built. The buildings are 
principally of brick, erected in a handsome style, and are 
mostly used as dwellings. The State House, Hospital, 
National Theatre, Court House and Jail, are located in this 
section. 

EAST BOSTON. 

This is an island, formerly known as Maverick's, Noddle's, 
and Williams' Island. In 1314, the citizens of Boston 
erected a fort on its eastern extremity, which was called 
Fort Strong. In 1830, some eight or ten of our most enter- 
prising capitalists, purchased this island and commenced 
laying it out into Streets 'and Lots, with a view of making 
it an important part of the city. At this period there was 
but one house on the island, which contained upwards of 
600 acres of land, capable of being improved. There have 
since been erected rising 100 houses, a lai^e Sugar Refinery, 
a Malleable Cast Iron Foundry, a Church, and an extensive 
hotel, called the Maverick House. The Depot of the East- 
em Rail Road is located here. The East Boston Ferry 
Company have three first rate steamboats which ply between 
the island and the peninsula city from daylight in the 
morning till 12 o'clock at night. A boat crosses each way 
about every ten minutes. This section bids &ix \a \A»af&!^ 
a place of cMtaiderable bosiness. 
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SOUTH END. 

The South End comprises all the peninsula south of 
Summer and Winter Streets, and extends to Roxbury. 
About one fourth of the buildings in this section are of 
wood. Those that have been most recently erected are of 
brick and granite, exhibiting an improved style of architec- 
ture. The buildings here, also are generally occupied for 
dwellings, except the lower stories of those on Washington 
Street. 

SOUTH BOSTON. 

South Boston is that section of the city which is separated 
from the peninsula, or the ancient town, by an arm of the 
harbor reaching to Roxbury. It contains about 660 acres, 
and, except East Boston, is the newest and most unsettled 
part of the city. Within a few years the population has 
increased rapidly, and a considerable number of buildings 
has been erected, principally of brick. This once was a 
part of Dorchester, and embraces the hills formerly known 
as Dorchester Heights, so famed in the annals of the Ameri- 
can Reyolution. There are two free bridges that connect 
this with the older part of the city ; — one is at the south end 
near the commencement of the neck ; the other leads from 
Wind-Mill Point, and was built in 1823. There are three 
Banks located in this section of the city. Mount Washing- 
ton House is an extensive and well conducted hotel, located 
here on Mount Washington. 

THE HEABT OF THE CITY. 

There remains onfe section of Boston, besides the Conmion, 
which has not been described. This may properly be term- 
ed the Heart of the City^ as it was in 1653, the heart of the 
town. It is bounded by Summer, Winter, Tremont, Hano- 
ver and Blackstone Streets, having the harbor on the east. 
Within these limits the greatest portion of the business of 
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the city is transacted. Here are the most extensive wharves, 

* Faneuil Hall, Faneuil-Hall Market, nearly all the Banks 
and Insurance offices, the Custom House, most of the whole- 
sale merchants' stores, the Athenaeum, Supreme Court 
House, City Hall, the Reading Rooms, Post Office, all the 
newspaper offices, the Odeon, the Tremont Theatre, Tre- 
mont House, the Elxchange Coffee House, Marlboro Hotel, 
New England Coffee House, the American House, Concert 
Hall, and many other important places. 

THE COMMON 

Is a beautiful open space of land on the westerly side of 
the city, and in front of the State House, bounded by 
Beacon, Park, Tremont and Boylston Streets, and the waters 
of Charles River Bay, containing more than 75 acres, as ap- 
pears by the following survey : — 

The malls on Tremont, Park, Beacon and Charles Streets, contain 

7 acres, 1 rood, and 6 rods, 716 

The Common enclosed by these malls and Dojlston Street, exclusive 

of the Burial Ground, ■ . . • 41 13 

The Bmying Ground contains, IIS 

The Flau west of Charles Stzeet contain, S6 

76 0S8 

The surface of this Common is agreeably varied by several 
small eminences, the most prominent of which is near the 
centre, and still bears marks of the fortification thrown up by 
the British troops quartered here in 1775. A little to the 
north of this eminence is a beautiful sheet of fresh water, 
called CBESCENT POND, with young and thrifty elms around 

* its border, which adds much to the pleasantness of the 
Common. This spacious field, which contains rising 600 
trees of various sizes, is acknowledged to rank before any 
other in the United States ; and from its peculiar situation it 
is believed, it may be made equal if not superior to any 
similar public spot in the world. It is surrounded on three 
sides by splendid private dwellings, prinidgAllii^ QQ(SQL\a»^ V| 
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the owners of the estates. At the expense of the City and 
the citizens residing round this spacious Park, a very rich 
and substantial Iron Fence was erected in 1836, which adds 
greatly to its beauty. It cost, including the fence round the 
Burial Ground, and side walks #90,000. The Mall, inclosed 
by this fence is a beautiful public walk, adorned with rows of 
trees, forming a delightful promenade during the summer 
months, and is a place of general resort. 

Since the settlement of Boston, this land has always been 
the joint stock of the citizens, it never having been the pro- 
perty of any individual since the peninsula was transferred 
by Chickatabut, the Indian Sachem, to the first settlers.'*' 
They generously reserved it ' for a training field and oth- 
er public purposes.' When procuring a city charter, the 
citizens had a clause introduced debarring the City Council 
the power of ever selling the Common or Faneuil Hall. 



THE CITY IN WARDS. 

The city is also divided into 12 Wards, to insure the more 
equal distribution of privileges, and for municipal purposes. 
To equalize the number of inhabitants in each, the City 
Charter provides, that as oflen as once in ten years, a new 
division shall be made. Meetings are held annually in each, 
when Ward Officers are chosen, consisting of a Warden, a 
Clerk, and five Inspectors of Ejections, The Warden pre- 
sides at all meetings of the ward, to preserve order ; and the 
Inspectors qre judges of each man's right to vote, and are 
required to check every man's name after casting his vote. 
Whoever has paid a state or city tax, within the two pre- 
ceding years, has that right; but in order to exercise it, it is 
his duty to see that his name is put upon the list of voter^, 
and he is required to vote in the ward in which he resides. 
If his name has been omitted the Inspectors may refuse his 

* Se« Hittory of Botton, chap. xii. 
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▼ote ; and there is a heavy punishment for the crime of voting 
without proper qualifications, or for casting more than one 
▼ote at the same election. The Inspectors are also liable to 
prosecution for refusing to receive the ballot of a qualified 
voter. At these annual meetings votes are also cast for 
officers in the City Grovemment ; and for one member of the 
School Committee, and one Overseer of the Poor, from each 
ward. 

CITY GOVERNMENT. 

The * City of Boston ' was incorporated by the grant of a 
charter, Feb. 23, 1822. By this charter the city is divided 
into twelve wards, in each of which the inhabitants meet at 
their respective ward rooms, on the second Monday in De- 
cember, annually, and after choosing ward officers, give in 
their ballots for a Mayor, 8 Aldermen, and 43 Common 
Councilmen (4 Councilmen to represent each ward) ; 12 
Overseers of the poor, and 12 School Committee-men. On 
the first Monday in January, the government is organized in 
Faneuil Hall or in the rooms in which they ordinarily meet 
for public business. The Mayor is sworn to a faithful per- 
formance of his duty, by one of the Judges of the Common- 
wealth, who afterwards administers the oath of office to the 
Aldermen and Common Council elect. After the two 
branches have been organized, they proceed to the choice of 
a City Clerk, by a joint ballot ; and all other city officers, 
are by them chosen or appointed. The board of Aldermen, 
with the Mayor, compose one house, and the Common 
Council compose the other. The first branch is elected by 
general ticket, and the second by wards. They generally 
act separately and have a negative on the proceedings of each 
other. These boards, in their joint capacity, are denominated 
the CUy Council. 

MATOB AKD ALDSBMEN. 

This board is generally convened fot buftVxv«M cai'^&soiSv| 
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and Thursday eyenings. The Mayor atteads here to the 
duties of his office from nine in the morning till two in the 
afternoon. The Aldermen do not receive pay for their ser- 
yiees. Salary of the Mayor, t2500 a year, payable quarterly. 
The Mayor has the ezclusive poller to nominate all officers 
appointed by the Mayor and Aldermen. The Mayor and 
Aldermen's room is a convenient apartment in the east end 
of the City Hall, in the second story. A mahogany railing 
divides the floor in such a manner that visitants cannot 
obtrude. The chairs and tables are arranged in a crescent 
over a rich carpet. In the centre of the room, the Mayor's 
seat is raised about one foot, on either side of which the Al- 
dermen are seated according to seigniority— the eldest in 
office being nearest to the Mayor's right hand. 

COMMON COUNCIL. 

The Common Council hold their sessions in the same 
building an4 on the same floor with the board of Aldermen. 
For beauty and convenience of fijctures, this hall is not sur- 
passed by any in New England. The President's seat is 
elevated at one side of the room, and the seats for the mem- 
bers are very conveniently arranged in a semicircular form. 
Members of this board also render their services without 
compensation. They generally hold their sessions on Mon- 
day evenings, and when any important business makes it 
necessary, they convene oflener than once a week. 

CITY COUNCIL. 

The Mayor, Aldermen and Common Council, in their 
joint capacity, constitute what is denominated the City 
Council. They have power to appoint, prescribe the duties, 
and fix the compensation of all city officers ; to call officers 
and boards to account ; to determine, annually, the number 
of Representatives the city shall send to the Legislature 
They also have the power to elect a Mayor in case the offi 
becomes vacant. 
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CITY CLSBK. 

The City Clerk's office is in the Mayor and Aldermen'9 
loom, where he can be found from 8 in the morning till 2 
P. M. and from 3 till erening. His salary is 11400 a year. 
He is also clerk to the Mayor and Aldermen, being always 
present at their meetings. It is his duty to publish the 
bans of matrimony at the First Chnrch, Channcy Place, 
once a week, — grant certificates of publishment and receive 
and pay the fee therefor, seyentyfire cents, into the City 
Treasury. 

CLERK OF THE COMMON COUNCIL. 

He is required to be present at the meeting of the board, 
keep a fair record of their doings, &e. His salary is $300, 
His office is in a small room on the north side of the City 
HaU. 

CITY AND COUNTY TREASUBEB. 

This officer is chosen by concurrent vote, and enters into 
bonds of 160,000, for the faithful discharge of his duty. 
The salary is $3,000 per annum — out of which, he has to 
pay for clerk hire, fuel and stationary. The City Treasurer 
is also Treasurer for the County. His office is in the City 
Hall, and office hours are from 9 in the morning, ordinarily,, 
till 2 in the afternoon. 

CITY MARSHAL. 

Formerly, there was an executive officer, m the town 
government, appointed by the Selectmen, who was denomi- 
nated the Superintendent of Police, whose duties were very 
similar to those of City Marshal. The office of Marshrf 
was created in 1823, and the board of Aldermen has the 
exclusive right of confirming the nomination made by the 
Mayor. He is an executive office!* of that particular brancb 
of govBrament. The Marshal's dmieft «x« "Wtfraft v&fl^ 
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ardaous, as he is obliged to pass through e^ery street and 
laoe in the city once a week, to enforce all the laws and 
regulations ordained by the City Council for the welfare, 
health and convenience of the inhabitants. He is also the 
Health Commissioner of the interior, taking cognizance of 
all nuisances and causing them to be speedily remoTed. His 
office is kept in the City Hall. Ward books, on which 
complainants may note nuisances, are kept here, under the 
Marshal, who thus has a record before him of what requires 
immediate attention. Salary $800 per annum. The Assis- 
tant City Marshal has a salary 1700 per annum. This office 
has been recently created. 

SVPEBINTENOntfT OF COMMON 8EWEBS AND DRAINS. 

This office was created in 1837, and is an important one 
fer the health of the city. Salary tlOOO. 

AUDITOB. 

The services of this officer are of much importance in the 
municipal government. All sums paid by the city pass 
under his eye. He makes estimates of expenditures, and in 
fine systematizes and finishes all the pecuniary concerns of 
the city. He is elected by the concurrent vote of the Coun- 
cil, yearly. The salary is $1400 per annum. His office is 
in the City Hall. The hours of business are, ordinarily, 
lirom 9 in the morning till 1, and from 2 till evening. All 
accounts against the city are presented here, and when 
audited by the committee on accounts, an order is given on 
the Treasurer for payment. 

MESSENGER. 

The duties of the Messenger are various. He distributes 
notifications to committees, is iii attendance on the Common 
Council, while p session, as well as on the board of Alder- 
men. He conveys messages from committees, is in attend- 
ance through the day, in the Mayor's ofi5u», and sees that the 
dijSerent ofBce rooms are kept in order, and lights the rooms 
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far imblic meetings. This offiee is not considered an annual 
one, but is held at the pleasure of the council. He is elected 
by the Mayor and Aldennen, and receives 9600 per annum. 

CITY SOUCITOB. 

This officer is chosen annually in June, by concurrent vote. 
All matters of law, in which the city may be interested, are 
submitted to him for his advice and superintendence. Sal- 
ary, 1600. 

RESIDENT PHYSICIAN. 

In the month of June annually a Resident Physician is 
appointed by concurrent vote. His duty obliges him to 
reside during the summer season on Rainsford Island, the 
quarantine station, seven miles from the city, where he 
examines all vessels arriving from between the tropics, dis- 
charges offensive merchandise, lands the sick, and takes 
charge of them in the Hospital, according to his best judg- 
ment and skill. He is also the city physician, whose duty it 
is, when any contagious disease appears in the city, or on 
board of any vessel arriving in the port, at any season, to 
take charge of the sick by removing them to the quarantine 
hospital. During the winter season he resides in the city, 
and is attached to the health office in the City Hall. Every 
Monday forenoon he attends here to vaccinate the poor that 
may apply, and grant certificates which admit them into the 
public schools — no child being allowed to enter that has not 
been first vaccinated. The duties of this officer may be 
regarded as particularly arduous and frequently dangerous. 
Salary 91200. Three consulting physicians are also chosen 
annually. 

SUPEBINTENDENT OF BURIAL GROUNDS. 

His office is in the City Hall, in the same room with the 
City Marshal, where all deaths, occurring in the city through 
tlM day, are xegolarly reported the foUoiniig ifiovDaa%. ^>Dit^ 
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age, profession, locality, disease and place of burial are hen 
noted on the record book. The sextons receive their author- 
ity from the superintendent, and are removed also by him 
for neglect of duty. Permission for burying a body — re- 
moving one from the city— opening or closing a grave or 
tomb, emanates from this officer. All funeral fees are paid 
to him for the use of cars, &c. The salary is 9900, and the 
election annual. 

8UPBBINTENDENT OF STREETS. 

To this officer's care is confided the city stables, on Mer- 
rimack street, near Ha3rmarket square. All the carts, horses 
and carriages belonging to the city, are kept here — the point 
of departure for the scavengers in the morning and the place 
of rest for the teams at night. It is his duty to see that the 
streets and sidewalks are kept in repair. He is elected by 
concurrent vote of the two boards, in January or February, 
after being first nominated by the Mayor and acted upon by 
the Board of Aldermen. Sidary tlOOO. 

ASSESSORS. 

There are three in number, denominated the Permanent 
Assessors, who are chosen annually, in the month of April, 
by a concurrent voice of the two boards, and receive as a 
compensation for their labor, tlOOO each per annum in 
quarterly payments. The Assessors' room is in Faneuil 
Hall, where they may generally be found from nine o'clock 
in the morning till evemng. There are also chosen annually 
two Assistcml Assessors from each ward, whose duty is 
merely to advise and explain, without receiving any compen- 
sation for their services. They also meet at the Assesson' 
room for business. 

OVBI^EERS OF THE POOR. 

One Overseer is elected in each ward annually. Tfoi 
board holds a meeting on the afternoon of the first Wednei 
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day in each month. Their office is kept in the second story 
of Faneoil Hall. A clerk is there from 9 A. M. till evening. 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Are chosen annually, one member from each ward, who, 
together with the Mayor and Aldermen, constitute a board, 
of which the Mayor is usually chairman. They fill all 
yacancies, and make such regulations from time to time, aa 
the well-being of the public schools requires. They hold 
their meetings in the Mayor's office, as often as circum- 
stances may render it necessary. 

OVEBSEEBS OF THE HOUSE OF COBBECTION. 

This board, consisting of five persons, is appointed by the 
Mayor and Aldermen, and has the immediate oversight of 
the internal regulations of the House of Correction, which 
is a very strong and well-built edifice at Bellevue, South 
Boston. 

HOUSE OF INDUSTBT. 

By an act of the General Court, the City Council are 
authorized to elect in the month of May annually, by ballot, 
nine discreet and suitable citizens, to be Directors of the 
House of Industry, which is also located at Bellevue. The 
directors divide themselves into three committees, and attend 
daily to the duties of their office, in Faneuil Hall. The 
authority delegated to the directors, is exercised by overseera- 
of the poor in other parts of the commonwealth ; but in the 
city, the office of overseer extends only to provision for the 
poor at their own habitations. They receive no compensa- 
tion. A derk, at a salary of 1600, is in attendance at the 
office, from 9 A. M. till evening. 

The Superintendent of the House of Industry receives for 
his own and his family's services, $1000, annually, together 
with house room and fire wood. 

a* 
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HOUSE OF EEFOBMATION. 

This is at Bellevue, near the House of Industry, and con- 
trolled by the same board of directors. The Superintendent, 
who is the instructor of the boys and the monitor over their 
conduct and labors, reJoeives a salary of tlOOO, besides apart- 
ments and fuel. The new house lately erected, and which 
has been occupied since January, 1837, is eminently adapted 
to the purposes intended. The perfect order and system, 
which are perceptible in aU the affairs of the institution, 
reflect great praise on the Board of Directors, and the Super- 
intendent. 

HEALTH DEPABTMENT. 

This is divided into the external, internal, and that which 
regulates the burial of the dead. The external embraces the 
quarantine of vessels, and takes cognizance of any sickness, 
and all nuisances which may be brought into port, from for- 
eign parts. The internal relates to the cleaning of the 
streets, emptying of vaults, and the removal of all nuisances 
from the city. This is accomplished at an annual expense 
of about 116,000. The City Marshal is also internal Health 
Commissioner, with whom all complaints of this nature are 
lodged, in the Health Office, in the City HaU. 

POLICE COURT. 

The Police Court is held in the new stone Court house. 
Court street. Three justices are appointed by the governor 
and council, who hold their office during good behavior. 
Salary, 11600 each. Two clerks are attached to the court. 
The first clerk receives 91400 and the second 9800 yearly. 
£ach justice sits two days in the week from 9 A. M. till 1, 
and from 2 till evening, every week day. One of the justices 
holds a court, Wednesday and Saturday, for hearing and 
deciding civil causes, under 120. 
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COKBTABLBS. 

Twentyfire constables are usually appointed) annually, by 
the Mayor and Aldermen, who are in attendance on tbe police 
and other courts of the county. 

CAPTAIN OP THE WATCM. 

Appointed by the Mayor and Aldermen, and holds his 
office during good behaviOT. He is also superintendent of 
lamps. Salary, $800 for both duties. He regulates and 
superintends the night patrol, and dischai^s or conmiits all 
persons apprehended by the watch. Watch hours commence 
at 10 o'clock, and continue till daylight. 

MUNICIPAL COURT. 

Hiis Court is held on the first Monday m each month, for 
the trial of persons indicted by the grand jury of the county 
of Suffolk, for oflfeoces not punishable with death. The 
Judge is appointed by the governor and council. He 
receives 9700 from the state, and the same sum from the 
city, as yearly salary* 

PROBATE OFPICB. 

This office is kept in the basement story of the west wing 
of the old stone Court House,. Court Square. Court days, 
Monday of each week. The office is open daily for the 
transaction of ordinary business, such as making researches, 
and procuring papers from the clerks. 

The records in this department have been ]nreserved with 
admirable care, and present a connected series of wills and 
accounts of administrations, almost unbroken, from the foun- 
dation of the town. Many of these are rare curiosities for the 
antiquarian, and affi}rd the best guides for tracing the geneal- 
ogy of families, descended from the first settlers. 

BEGISTER OF DEEDS, 

To be chosen once in five years, by ths inha.b\\»XL\&^m^CQA 



S8 PICTURE OP BOSTON. 

several wards, until the city shall compose, the whole county. 
Office in the centre of the same building with the Probate 
office, on the first floor.'*^ His compensation arises from fees. 

The following persons have been chosen to the office of 
Mayor since the establishment of a city goyemment, com- 
mencing with May, 1822. 

1 John Phillips from 1822 to 1623 

2 Josiah Q,uincyt 1823 to 1829 

3 Harrison Gray Otis 1829 to 1832 

4 Charles Wells 1832 to 1834 

5 Theodore Lyman, Jr. 1834 to 1836 

6 Samuel T. Armstrong 1836 to 1837 

7 Samuel A. Eliot 1837 



BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

The great and increasing interest manifested in this city on 
the subject of juvenile instruction is gratifying. The system 
so early commenced here is spreading over the whole land, 
and pervading in a great measure the popular mind in almost 
every section of our republic. The grand principle, that the 
minds of the rising generation are a species of public prop- 
erty, Remanding in an eminent degree the guardian care of 
government, seems to be duly understood by the civil au- 
thorities, and rapidly gaining favor among the great body of 
the people. The New England states, as well as this me- 
tropolis, have long enjoyed the enviable honor of having 
bestowed the highest attention upon the education of their 
youth, and extended the most liberal and efficient aid towards 
the establishment of seminaries of learning of every class. 

' If any of tb»diiida and papa* belonglaf to this office, which were carried to 
Halifax bj the IMUih offioert daring tha reTolationary war, bare never been 
restored. 

t Oaring Mr Qaiooy'a admijiistratioa the Uanicipal fsar vaa to altered as to 
oomauBoa on the tnt Monday In lamufy. 



PICTURE, OP BOSTON. «t 

• 

* Knowledge is power,' says a learned writer ; and for the 
truth of this saying, look over onr commonwealth, and witness 
the intellectual strength of our social compact. From what 
source do oar citizens draw the nutriment which gives them 
power to form such a mental fabric 7 The answer is, from 
the fountains of knowledge which are opened in every town, 
at the public expense, for the use of all ^o will partake of 
their benefit. If we turn our thoughts to the ancient repub- 
lics, and ask what elevated Greece to her pre-eminent 
standing? History answers, the force of education. The 
knowiedge which irradiated these republics emanated from 
the scholars of Athens, and from a few eminent philosophersj 
wiio shed over their land a light which continues to illumine 
every country. Our system of education is founded on a 
]^an that must reflect a genial radiance on every citixen and 
scatter a genial light over our republic, which Greece and 
Rome never enjoyed. The youth in Boston have reason to 
think iHghly of their exalted privileges, which owe thei? 
origin and growth to the liberal spirit of their enlightened and 
pious forefathers. 

Primary Schools are kept at public expense in different 
parts of the city, where children, from the age of four to 
seven years, are taught the alphabet, spelling and reading; 
At the age of seven, if they can read ' the English language-, 
bf speUing^the same,' they are admitted into the graoSmar 
schools, where they remain till they arrive at the age of 
fourteen. If they have made sufficient progress, they are 
admitted into the Latin School at nine, and the English High 
School at twelve years of age, where they remain until fitted 
ftr college or other situations in life. It has been remarked, 
the^ s<Mne of the brightest scholars, examined for admission 
at Harvard College, were from our public schools. , The 
amount of money raised by tax in the city, for 1836, and 
appropriated for the support of ctanmon schools, was 
168^000. 
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PBUf ABT SCHOOLS. 

These schools were first established by a rote of the to-vn, 
passed June 11, 1818, which granted $5,000 for that purpose 
the first year. Since that time, the system has been much 
developed and improved, and so &r extended as to increase 
the annual appropriation to about 4116,000. There art 
76 of these schools, in each of which between 60 and 60 
scholars receive instruction, the year round— the anni)al 
expense of whidi is less than five dollars each. Women an 
employed in these schools as instructers, and the whole i$ 
tmder the immediate care and management of a board, ooa* 
sisting of one member for each school, and a standing dbm- 
mittee of seven, and a treasurer ; this board is divided into 
district committees, who are considered responsible for the 
good state of the schools in their jurisdiction. Each school 
is 'nsited once every month by at least one member of its 
district committee, to learn and report their oonditicNi to the 
whole committee. 

GBAMMAB ASD WBXTXNG SCHOOLS. 

These free sdiools commenced with the first settlers of 
Boston, but the system was not matured to any great extent 
till about die close of the last century, when an unusual 
Interest was excited on the subject of education, and several 
important changes were effected. 

These schools are separated into two rooms, the upper 
being occupied for the reading, and the lower for the writing 
department, the two branches being kept entirely distinct. 
Each room is provided with a master and assistant, and is 
calculated to accommodate about aoo children. As writing 
and arithmetic only are taught at the writing schools, the 
masters are selected with special reference to their qualifica- 
tions in these branches ; but the law requires that the master 
of the grammar or reading school, shall have been * educated 
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at some college or university, Bnd be a citizeE of the United 
States by birth or naturalization." 

The Grammar schools, and those which follow, are under 
the superintendence of a School Committee, consisting of 
twentyone gentlemen ; the Mayor and eight Aldermen being' 
members ear qfflcio, and one from each of the twelre wards 
being chos«n by the eitizetis annually. These are divided 
into sub-committees for the more convenient examination of 
the sdiools, which they are required by their own rules to 
make once a month, and by a law of the state twice a year. 
At the semi-annual visitation in Ai^ust, from three to six 
silver medals, furnished from a fund, bequeathed for this 
purpose by Franklin, are distributed to the most distin- 
guished boys in each of the reading schools, and the same 
number in each of the writing schools. In 1822, medals 
were extended to the girls, in equal numbers to each school. 
The distribution of these rewards of merit forms one of the 
most interesting exercises of our public free schools. The 
boys, after receiving their medals, are invited to dine with^ 
the Mayor, Aldermen, School Committee, and other city 
officers, at Faueuil Hall. 

The number of children varies in the diiSerent schools, but 
by the returns made, the average number is about B75. The 
salary of the master is-tl200, and that of the assistant tlOOO ; 
making the expense of tuition alone less than 6 dollars a 
year for each child. 

There are twelve schools of this description besides the 
African school* in Belknap Street ; and according to an esti- 
mate made, the school houses belonging to the city are worth 
rising $300,000. 

As a tribute of gratitude to the memory of some of the 
most eminent patrons of letters and benefactors of the public 
institutions of Boston, they are named as follows, (beginning; 
ait the north part of the city,) viz, 

• Tbk Mhool ia in part lopponad bj the citr, and putVf by » 'ViviUkmiV& ^9I» 
viU at AbM Smi th, Etq, 
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The Eliot School, situated in North Beonet Street, after 
the Rev. Dr John Eliot. 

The Hancodc School, in Hanover Stieet, aAer Gov. John 
Hancock. 

l*he Mayhew School, in Hawkins Sti^et, after the Rer. 
Br Jonathan Mayhew. 

The Bowdoin School, in Deme Street, in honor of Gov. 
Bowdoin. 

The Boylston School, on Fort Hill, after Thomas Boyls- 
ton, Esq. 

The Adams School, in Mason Street, after Samuel Adams, 
Esq, 

The Franklin School, in Washington Street, after Dr. Ben 
jamin Franklin. 

The Hawes School, South Boston, after Mr. John Hawes. 

Wells School, in McLean Street, after the Hon. Charles 
Wells. 

Johnson School, in Tremont Street, in honor of Lady Ara- 
i>ella Johnson. 

Winthrop School, in East Street, after Gov. Winthrop. 

Lyman School, at East Boston, after the Hon. Theodore 
Lyman, Jr. 

Smith School, in Belknap Street, in honor of Abiel Smith, 
Esq. 

THB B19CLI8II HIGH SCHOOL, 
Piockney Stnet. 

This school was established by a vote of the town in 1820, 
expressly for the purpose of affording to lads intending to be- 
come merchants or mechanics, better means of instruction 
than were provided at any of the public schools. The school 
went into operation in May, 1821. The annual examination 
for admission is in August. 

The course for the first year includes Intellectual and Writ- 
ten Arithmetic, Geography and the use of the Globes, exer- 
cises in Grammar, General History, and History of the 
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United States, Book keeping by single entry, EUements of 
some Arts and Sciences, Composition and Declamation. 
That for the second and third year embraces Geometry, Alge- 
bra, Trigonometry and its applications, Book keeping by 
doable entry, various branches of Natural Philosophy, Natu- 
ral History, Chemistry, Moral Philosophy and Natural The- 
ology, Rhetoric, Evidences of Christianity, Intellectual Phi- 
losophy, Political Economy, and Logic 

Instruction in the French language has also been introduced 
as a means of lessening the difficulties that are met with in 
teaching the vernacular language by itself, and also as being 
Tery necessary to the education of a merchant. 

The establishment of this school forms an era in the history 
of free education in Boston. Its present high reputation and 
growing importance, while they render it an object of increas- 
ing interest, promise extensive and lasting utility ; and fiir- 
nish a gratifying proof of the wisdom of that policy which 
brings forward, to places of high responsibility, young' men 
of talents and learning, who have a reputation and fortune to 
gain. 

THE LATI17 GRAMMAR SCHOOL, 

School Street. 

This ancient and venerable institution, so intimately con- 
nected with the early history of Boston, and of its learned 
men in generations that are past, seems to demand a mo- 
ment's pause. It is grateful to look back apon the picture of 
primitive, but enlightened simplicity exhibited in the early 
history of New England, and to arrest, as far as possible, the 
progress of decay by which its already indistinct lines are 
rapidly fading from our view. 

There appears to have been no public accounts preserved 
of the first three years after the settlement of Boston; but * 
they did not suffer a longer period to elapse than until the 
13th of the 2d month, (viz. April,) 1635, before it is stated as 
part of the transactions of a public meeting, ' lAkft''«\sA ^ 
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W8S generally agieed iipcn that fHir brother Philenioii Ponno^ 
shalbe intreated to become sdiolemaster for the teaching and 
nomtering of chfldren with ns.' This was the beginning of 
the Latin School. 

The whole school house in School Street is now appropri- 
ated to this schooL The catalogue contains near 250 schol- 
ars. These are distributed into six separate apartments, 
under the care of the same number of instructen; riz. aprin 
cipal, or head master, a sub-master, and four assistants. For 
admission, boys must be at least nine years old ; able to read 
correctly and with fluettcy,and to write a running hand ; they 
must know all the stops, marks, and abbreriations, and 
have sufficient knowledge of English Grammar to parse oon^ 
mon sentences in prose. The time of admission hi the Fri- 
day and Saturday next preceding the Commencement at Cam- 
bridge, which two days are deroted to the examination of 
candidates. The regular course of instruction lasts five 
years; and the school is dirided into five classes, according 
to the time of entrance. 

These are the means provided at the public expense, f(nr 
the gratuitous instruction of the children of all classes of the 
citizens of Boston. They are offered equally to all. The 
poorest inhabitant may have his children instructed from the 
age of four to seventeen, at schools, some of which are al- 
ready equal, if not superior to any private schools in our 
country ; and all of them may be made so. Since the publi* 
cation of the first edition of this work in 1829, great improve- 
ments have been made in our public schools. If a child be 
kept at a Primary School from four to seven, and then at one 
of the Grammar Schools until nine, and from that time till 
seventeen at the Latin, and the English Classical Sch>M>l, 
there is no question but he will go through a more thorough 
and complete course of instruction, and in rea^ enjoy greater 
advantages than are provided at many of the respectable col- 
leges in the Union. 

By the nport of a snb-oodlmittee, appointed toinfbnnthe 
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Legislature of the number of pupils taught in public and pri- 
▼Bte schools in this city, and the expense of their tuition, it 
appeared that the aggregate of pupils amounted to 10,636, in 
1826. Of this number, 7,044 were in the public,' and 3,592 in 
private schools. The whole annual expense attending their 
instruction was estimated at $152,722— of which individuals 
paid $97,305, and the city $55,417. The whole number o^ 
private and public schools was ascertained to be 216. The 
number since has been greatly increased. 

SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

There is much added to the means for obtaining free edu- 
estion in Boston, by the numerous Sabbath Schools establish., 
ed by different religious societies. The number of children 
that receive instruction at these schools, is found to be rising 
6,000. 

INFANT SCHOOLS. 

Before quitting the subject of schools, it is proper to take 
BOtice of the introduction of Infant Schools, which are de- 
signed to supply completely all that was wanting to perfect 
our system of free education. Sunday schools had already 
provided for the wants of uneducated adults. Infant schools 
take the child from its mother's arms, and fit it by natural 
gradations of task and play, for a place on the primary 
braches at four years of age. Several of these schools 
have been established. The two first were located, one in 
Salem Street, at the north part of the city, and the other in 
Bedford Street, south end. 

BOSTON ATHENJEUM. 
This establishment owes its origin to several public spir- 
ited gentlemen, who, in 1806, issued proposals for providing 
and opening a public reading room, to contain all the valua- 
ble periodical journals, and such books as would serve for 
leoeral reference. The proprietors were incorporated under 
the name of the ' Boston Athenseum,' in 1807. The price of 
|i ahaze ia tdOO, which entitles the ownei to \ibx^ >j»^ka\^ q^ 
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a4i&ission. A life subscriber pays $100. Annual subscribers 
Are admitted at ilO per annum. There are 258 proprietors 
of shares; about 50 life subscribers, and about the same 
number of annual subscribers. Proprietors and life subscri- 
bers have the right of introducing an unlimited number of 
strangers, not residing within twenty miles of Boston ; who 
are entitled to admission for the term of one month, after 
having their names recorded. 

The Governor and Lieutenant Grovemor, Counsellors, Sen- 
ators, Members of the House of Representatives, during the 
session of the Legislature, Judges of the different Courts, 
President and Officers of Harvard College, have free admis- 
sion to the Reading Room and Library. 

The spacious and commodious edifice occupied for this in- 
stitution, is situated near the head of Pearl Street, the better 
half of which was the gift of the late James Perkins, Esq. 
On entering, the visitor finds himself surrounded with the 
busts and statues af heroes and learned men of antiquity. 
At his left, on the first floor, is the Reading Room, in whidi 
are found the newspapers and journals of the present day, 
with complete files of periodical publications for many years 
back. In this room it is contrary to etiquette, to hold any 
conversation whatever. On the right is a lai^e and convenient 
room, where the proprietors hold their meetings, and the trus- 
tees transact their business. This room is tastefully decora- 
ted with statuary and paintings. The Librarian's room and 
a conversation room, complete the apartments on the lower 
story. The second and third story contain the library, which 
is classed and neatly arranged, on shelves with numbers, and 
a catalogue for each department. The whole number of vol- 
umes is above 30,000. 

The librarian attends to the interior concerns of the institu- 
tion, and under his direction the reading room and library is 
kept open firom eight o'clock in the morning till nine in the 
evening, every day except Sunday. 
In 1826} a number of the most enterprising proprietors wha 
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were desirous of extending the useAilness of the institntioa, 
urged the necessity of adopting measures to enlarge the es- 
tablishment. Subscriptions were soon raised, which amount- 
ed to about 945,000. To accomplish the objects they had 
in view, a new building was erected from a plan by Mr. Wil- 
lard, in the rear of the main building of the Athensum, 
which is entirely detached from it, and is called 

THE ATHBKiBVM GALLERY. 

The building is of three stories ; is 60 feet in length by 60 
in width, and cost, exclusive of land, upwards of #13,000. 
The lower story comprises four rooms, two of which 
contain the apparatus for the lectures ; and the third 
is occupied by the Massachusetts Medical Society, whose 
library is also here. The fourth, till recently, has been 
occupied by the Mechanic Institution, for their extensive 
philosophical apparatus. The second stnry, which is 18 feet 
high, consists of a lecture room conveniently arranged with 
circular seats on an inclined plane, and sufficiently spacious 
to accommodate 500 auditors. The upper story forms a sin- 
gle room, 60 by 60 feet square, is upwards of 20 feet high, 
and lighted only from the top, in a manner peculiarly adapted 
for the exhibition of paintings, to which purpose this room 
has been appropriated. The first exhibition was opened May 
10, 1827, consisting of pictures, loaned by individuals, incor- 
porate bodies, and the productions of American artists, which 
presented a collection of rich treasures in the arts. The re- 
cdpts during the two months of this exhibition, amounted 
to 94,006. The exhibitions are opened annually. Admit- 
tance, 86 cents ; season tickets, SO cents. 

The Athenseum is now placed on a sure and permanent 
footing. The incorporation has an annual income arising 
fiom mita, the receipts of the exMMtion of paintings, and tha 
interest reeeived on about 140,000. 
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AMBBICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS A17D SCIENCES. 

The formation of a society in Boston for promoting useful 
knowledge bad been in contemplation for many years, but the 
design was never vigorously pursued till the end of the year 
1779, when many gentlemen in various parts of the common- 
wealth, determined to use their endeavors to have one formed 
upon a liberal and extensive plan, and at the same time to 
have it established upon a firm basis by the sanction of the 
legislature. The Society look the name of 7%€ American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences. The charter was granted 
May 4, 1780. The design of the institution is the promotion 
and encouragement of the knowledge of the antiquities of 
America, and the natural history of the country, and to de- 
termine the uses to which the various productions of the 
country may be applied, to promote and encourage medical 
discoveries, mathematical disquisitions, philosophical in- 
quiries and experiments; astrological, meteorological and 
geographical observations ; improvements in agriculture, arts, 
manufactures and commerce ; and in fine, to cultivate every 
art and science, which may tend to advance the interest, 
honor, dignity, and happiness of a free, independent and vir- 
tuous people. The Academy has published memoirs of its 
transactions in four quarto volumes, of which the last appear- 
ed in 1821. Its sessions are held in Boston, and its valuable 
library comprises about 2000 volumes: 

Grov. Bowdoin was elected its first President, and contin- 
ued in the office until his death, in November, 1790. This 
learned society originally consisted of 62 resident members ; 
and some other distinguished men abroad were soon after 
elected as honorary members. It has always sustained a 
respectable character in the estimation of learned foreigners ; 
and its publications are honorable to the literature of our 
country. George Washington and John Adams, presidents 
of the United States, were members of this Society. 
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MA8SACHU8BTT8 HI6T0BICAL 80CIETT. 

This society was incorporated Feb. 19, 1794. Itsdesign is to 
collect, preserve, and commanicate materials for a complete 
history of this country, and of all valuable efforts of the ingenu- 
ity and industry of its inhabitants. In pursuance of this design, 
they have already amassed a lai^ collection of books, pam- 
phlets and manuscripts. The Society's library and museum 
occupy a spacious apartment over the Savings Bank, Tremont 
Street. They have published their collections in 22 octavo 
volumes, which include Hubbard's History of New England, 
and Johnson's Wonder-working Providence. The Society 
was at first supported by the labors of a few ; it has since en- 
rolled among its members many of our first scholars, and 
now claims a very considerable reputation among the literary 
institutions of America. 

BOSTON SOCIETY OF 17ATURAL HISTORY. 

The Boston Society of Natural History was established in 
1830, and was incorporated in the following year. There are 
about 300 members belonging to this Society, who have paid 
$5 each for membership, and pay $3 annually to the funds of the 
corporation. The objects they have in view, are the investi- 
gation of the history of the natural productions of the United 
States, and the collection of rare and curious specimens of 
nature from all parts of the world. In furtherance of these 
objects, the society has established a Museum and Cabinet 
of Natural HtsUrry, over the Savings Bank in Tremont 
Street. With what assiduity and success the members have 
devoted themselves to this work during the few years which 
have elapsed since the Society was founded, the present state 
of their collection at their rooms bears ample testimony. By 
a ReBolvCf passed in the Legislature of this State in 1835, the 
Society receives $300 annually firom the State Treasury for 
the term of five years. 

The Cabinet is open free for inspection every Wednesday, 
from 12 M. till 2 P. M. and no visitor is admitted al«si^ Q\3&et. 
time, except in company with some mensbet ol \^<& ^qcaV| . 
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BOSTON LIBBABY SOCIBTT. 

This society was iDcorporated June 17, 1794. The object 
of the associates was to make a collectioD of books in the 
sciences and general literature, for popuUr nse ; more partic- 
olarly of those works, which, from their costliness or pecu- 
liar value, are not generally found in private collections, and 
cannot conreniently be obtained by individuals of moderate 
fortune. The plan has been diligently and successfully pur- 
sued, and with the aid of occasional donations, the library is 
now as complete in works of general utility, as any similar 
institution in this part of the country. The books amount to 
about 7000 volumes, and their number is constantly augment- 
ing. To gratify the increasing taste for foreign literature, a 
collection of the best French authors has been added. For 
some years after the library was founded, the shares were 
not transferable, and subscribers had only the use of the 
library for their lives ; consequently, by the death of original 
proprietors, many diares have fallen |nto the common stock, 
which has given to the shares of present proprietors a value 
far beyond their cost. It is computed, that a share at the 
present price, gives a property in the common stock greatly 
exceeding the cost of a share, exclusive of the value of the 
hall, which is the property of the corporation. The price of 
a share is S25, subject usually to an annual tax of $2, for the 
increase of the library, and the charge of maintaining it. 
Shares are now transferable, and do not cease at the death of 
the proprietor.— The library is kept at the hall, over the arch 
in Franklin Street, and is opened on the afternoon of Thurs- 
days, and the forenoon and afternoon of Saturdays, for the 
delivery and return of books. 

COLUMBIAN LIBBABY. 

This library is kept in Boylston Hall, and is established 
on prindples, somewhat similar to those of the Boston Library 
Sodetj, It oontuai iie«r 6000 Tolomes. 
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CIRCULATING LIBRARIES. 



Boston contains a number of respectable establishments of 
this description, of which the Irving Library, Shakspeare 
Library, Tremont Library, Boylston Library and the Wash- 
ington Library are the most extensive. The terms of letting 
books are nearly the same in all the Circulating Libraries, 
except the yearly subscriptions, the price of which is fixed, 
in some degree, in proportion to the extent of the Library. 
In most instances it is required that strangers leave as a de- 
posit the value of the books they take. 

MECHANIC APPRENTICES* LIBRARY. 

This Library, the first of the kind known to have been 
established in any country, was commenced on the 22d of 
February, 1820, under the supervision of the Massachusetts 
Charitable Mechanic Association. It contains about 2,000 
volumes, and is under the management of the Mechanic Ap- 
prenUces^ UJbrcary AssodcUion, 

The benefits of this library are extended to all apprentices 
in the city, who can obtain a certificate from their masters, 
that they are worthy of such privilege. This institution is 
calculated to have a beneficial efiect on the minds and morals 
of those who enjoy its advantages. ' As a proof of the high 
estimation in which apprentices' libraries are held, we have 
only to notice the increasing popularity of them throughout 
our country; and even England, in this instance, has not 
disdained to copy from her descendants.' 

MERCANTILE LIBRARY. 

This Library was founded March 11, 1820, under the 
patronage of some of the most respectable and wealthy 
merchants of Boston. The society consists of about 200 
members, principally between the age of 13 and 21, who are 
engaged in the mercantile business. Each individual on join- 
ing the society, adds a volume to the library, worth. oX \fi»&\ 
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one dollar, and pays S2 per annum, as long as he remains a 
member. The library room is also appropriated as a reading 
room for the members, where they assemble every eyening, 
except Sunday, during the winter season, and three evenings 
in a week during the warm weather. The library comprises 
about 3,000 volumes of choice works, and is annually in- 
creasing. 

PERIODICALS. 

The credit of first introducing the art of Printing into this 
country, belongs to Massachusetts,'*' and that of issuing the 
first newspaper in North America, belongs to Boston. This 
was " The Boston News Letter^" commenced by John Camp- 
bell, Esq. on the 24th of April, 1704, which was continued for 
nearly 72 years. The IndependerU Ovnnide may be con- 
sidered the oldest paper in this city, although it has changed 
its name, on passing through different hands, and undergone 
various alterations since its first establishment. It viras com- 
menced at Salem, in 1768, with the title of The Esses 
Gazette. The oldest surviving paper established in Boston 
since the reyolution, is the Columbian Centitielt which was 
commenced March 24, 1784, by Benjamin Russell, Esq. who 
continued its proprietor and editor, until November, 1828. 

The following is a list of Periodicals published in Bostoa 
in 1837, showing the price per annum, and the days of the 
week on which they are published. The Daily Advertiser 
and several of the other newspapers, are printed on power 
presses, driven by steam and hand power, which enables the 
publishers to throw off* from 600 to 1000 per hour. 

NBWgPAPEBS. 

Boston Daily Advertiser and Patriot, Daily, $8 00 

Daily Centinel and Gazette, « 8 00 

Boston Courier, « 8 00 

Daily Evening Tianscript, ^ 4 00 

tAtCaabridf* iatSIS. 



\ 
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DaUy, 

(4 



«( 



« 



Boiton Morning PcMt, 

Boston Daily Advocate, 

Boston Daily Herald, 

Boston Daily Atlas, 

Boston Daily Times, 

Evening Mercantile Joomal, 

Do. Do. Do. Tri-weekly, 

Jndep. Cbron. k Bos. Patriot, Wednesday fend Saturday, 

Columbian Centinel, *< ** 

Tuesday and Friday, 

Monday and Thursday, 
f( <« 

Tuesday and Friday, 



New England Palladium, 
Commercial Gazette, 
Boston Courier, 
American Traveller, 
Boston Press, 
Evening Gazette, 
New England Galaxy, 
Boston Statesman, 



« 



i« 



Saturday evening, 
Saturday, 
Saturday momini^ 



Boston Weekly Messenger and Mats. Journal, Thursday, 



Christian Register, 

Independent Messenger, 

Weekly Mercantile Journal, 

Saturday Morning Transcript, 

New England Christian Herald, 

Boston Christian Herald, 

Boston I'elegraph, 

Trumpet and Universalist Magazine, 

The Universalist, 

Boston Recorder, 

Zion'i Herald, 

Olive Branch, 

New England Farmer, 

ChriftiaB Watchman, 

Boston Investigator, 

The Liberator, 

Family Lyceum, 

Free Press 

Christian Monitor, 

Yankee Fanner, 

Christian, 

Tooth'i Friend, 



400 
800 
3 00 
800 
SOO 
800 
500 
400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
SOO 
300 
SOO 
900 
300 
200 
900 
SOO 



Saturday, 

Thursday. 

Thursday, 

Saturday, 

Wednesday, 3 00 

«( 3 00 

*« 3 00 

Saturday, 9 00 

" 1 00 

Wednesday, 3 00 

«* 2 00 

Saturday, 2 00 

Wednesday, 3 00 

Friday, 3 00 

*< 2 00 

Saturday, 9 00 

" ] 00 

Wednesday, 3 00 

Friday, 2 00 

Saturday, 2 00 

Weekly, 50 
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MAGAZINES. 

Medical and Surgical Journal, Weekly, 3 00 

Monthly Traveller Monthly, 9 00 

Ladies' Book, <* 3 00 

Miasionaiy Herald, <* 3 00 

American Baptist Magazine, ** 1 50 

Sunday School Treasury, ** 1 50 

Sunday School Messenger, <* fiO 

New Jerusalem Magazine, " S fiO 

Liberal Preacher, •< 1 00 

Baptist Preacher, ** 1 00 

American Annals of Education, « 3 00 

Horticultural Register, ** 9 00 

Magazine of Horticulture, ** 3 00 

Christian Examiner, every two months, 4 00 

The Expositor, and Universalist Review, *< 

Stage Register, <* « 100 

Christian Visitant, " « 1 50 

North American Review, Quarterly, 5 00 

American Jurist, Quarterly, 5 Oq 

London Quarterly Review, (reprinted) *< 3 00 

Edinburgh Beview, " «• ' 3 00 

Tbe Token and Atlantic Souvenir, Annual » (enlarged,) 6 < 

Juvenile Keepsake, ** 1 00 

Boston Directory, in July, •' 125 

Massachusetts Register, " 1 00 

CHARITABLE AND OTHEIlf SOCIETIES. 

Besides the public provisioa for the destitute of all de- 
scriptions, which is so ample that no one need to suffer for any 
privation, who is able to make known his case to an overseer 
of the poor, there are numerous societies established in Bos- 
ton, whose object is the alleviation of human misery. 

MASSACHUSETTS HUMANE 80CIBTT. 

The Humane Society was established by law, Feb* tS, 
1791. The design of their institutiim is ' the recovery oi per- 
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sons who meet with such accidents as produce in them the 
appearance of death, and for promoting the cause of human- 
itj, by pursuing such means, from time to time, as shall have 
for their object the preservation of human life, and the alle- 
viation of its miseries.' 

MABSACjHUSETTS CHABITABLB FIRE BOCIBTT. 

The object of this institution is to provide means to relieve 
such of the inhabitants of this commonwealth as may unfor- 
tunately suflfer by fire, and to reward the industry and inge- 
nuity of those who may invent useful machines for extin- 
guishing fires, or make extraordinary personal exertion in the 
time of such calamity, or make such discoveries for prevent- 
ing its devastation as shall be thought worthy of their patron- 
age. The Society was incorporated June 25, 1794. 

MASSACHUSETTS CHABITABLE MECHANIC ASSOCIATION. 

This Society was instituted March 16, 1795, by a number 
of public spirited individuals of the most industrious and re- 
spectable of the mechanic interest, of various occupations, 
residing in different parts of the town, who styled themselves 
the * Boston Association of Mechanics.' In a few months 
the society increased much in numbers, resources, and use- 
fulness. With the increase of its numbers and means, its 
views became enlai^^, its utility more apparent, and a lau- 
dable emulation pervmded a considerable part of the commu- 
nity to raise the mechanic interest and character to its just 
grade in society. The associates, in order to extend the ben- 
efits of the institution, altered the original appellation, and 
voted to assume the title of ' The Association of Mechanics 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,' which gave oppor- 
tunity for qualified citizens throughout the commonwealth to 
offer themselves as candidates for membership; and some 
few embraced this privilege and became members, besides 
those residing in Boston. But the society labored under 
many disadvantages previous to its incorporation.) Max^V^^ 

5 
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1806, eleven yean from its institution; when its fair claims 
became acknowledged, the characters and conduct of its 
founders, officers and members were deemed sufficient 
pledges of the purity of their intentions ; and one of its primary 
principles being engrafted in its title, it was, by an act of the 
Legislature, incorporated by its present name. There is a 
library of about 2,000 volumes placed under .the superinten- 
dence of the Mechanic Apprentices' Library Associaticm, for 
their use, and for the use of mechanics' apprentices. The 
society defrays the expense of an evening school for the ap- 
prentices of the members of the association during the winter 
season ; and are also at the expense of a course of scientific 
lectures, which usually commence in October. E^h member 
is entitled to receive a ticket for himself and another to admit 
a lady or an apprentice. The institution has about 1 18,000 
in funds, and the number of members is about 600. The As- 
sociation has established an Annual Fair ; the first took place 
on the 1 8th of September, 1837. This Exhibition and Fair 
has verified the compliment bestowed by a distinguished 
writer, ' that when the Bostonians undertake a handsome 
thing, they put competition at defiance.' The net receipts 
of the Fair was 912,559. 

THE BOSTON DISPENSARY. 

The Boston Dispensary was instituted in 1795, and incor- 
porated Feb. 26, 1801. At the expense of this institution, the 
poor are supplied with medicines, and they are gratuitously 
attended by physicians appointed yearly by the managers. 
A subscriber of $6 is entitled to tickets for four patients, 
which number he may keep constantly on the list of the Dis- 
pensary. 

BOSTON FEMALE ASYLUM, 

Was instituted Sept. 26, 1800, by a number of ladies, who as- 
sociated for the charitable purpose of relieving, iustructing, 
employing, and assisting female orphan children. They 
were incorporated Feb. 26, 1803. The success which has at- 
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tended the institution has equalled the most benevolent ex- 
pectations. The society has rescued from ruin and distress 
a great number of fatherless and motherless girb, who have 
under its protection been nourished and brought up to habits 
of industry and piety. The asylum-house is situated in Els- 
sex Street, comer of Lincoln Street. 

THE BOSTON ASTLUM> FOR INDIGENT BOYS, 

Was incorporated Feb. 25, 1814. It was the object of this 
institution to make similar provisions for orphan boys, to 
that which has been so usefully made for girls by the Female 
Asylum. This institution for a number of years occupied a 
large house on the comer of Salem and Charter Streets, for- 
merly the residence of Sir William Phips. On the 9th of 
June, 1835, this establishment was united with the Farm 
School, on Thompson's Island. 

THE HOWARD BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 

Was organized June 1, 1812, and incorporated Feb. 16, 1818* 
Their object is to search out and administer to the wants of 
tlie sick and the infirm, 'more especially of that class of our 
fellow-citizens, who, not being connected with any of the re. 
bgious societies, are in no way benefited by the provisions 
made in most of them for the relief of their poor.' 

KXW ENGLAND INSTITUTION FOR THE EDUCATION OF THE 

BLIND. 

The act of incorporation for this Institution was granted 
in 1829. It was opened with seven scholars, in September 
1832, by blind teachers. 

The scholars are taught to read with their fingers raised 
letters made tangible ; to write legibly ; to understand geo- 
graphy, mathematics, &;c. besides music. They also make 
mats, moccasons, &c. « 

The Institution may be visited on Thursdays, from 3 to 4 
P. M. by permission of one of the trustees, or of the Sa^eim* 
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tendent, Dr. S. G. Howe. It is located in Pearl Street, in 
a large and elegant house, given to the Institution by T. H. 
Perkins, Esq. 

THE BOSTON SOCIETY 

F\yr the Religious and Moral Instruction of the Poor, was 
incorporated in the year 1820. Through the exertions of this 
Society, schools for the poor have been instituted in various 
parts of the city, the gospel has been preached to them, and 
pains have been taken to raise the standard of moral charac- 
ter among them. 

BIASSACHUSETTS CHARITABLE EYE AND BAB INFIBMARY. 

This benevolent Institution was founded in 1824, by the 
influence of several gentlemen of the first respectability in 
this city. The amount soon subscribed placed it on a per- 
manent basis. This institution is located in Green Street, 
near Bowdoin Square, where all diseases of the eye and ear 
are treated with the utmost skill, by experienced physicians, 
free of expense to the poor. 

LYINO-IN HOSPITAL. 

This institution was established in 1832, and was first 
opened for the admission of patients on the 20th of Septem- 
ber, at No. 718 Washington Street, by a vote of the Trus- 
tees* It has proved to be a valuable and useful institu- 
tion. 

THE PENITENT FEMALES* BEFUGE, 

Is an institution formed with the hope of reclaiming from the 
paths of vice and ruin, a portion of those unhappy women 
whose hlse steps have blasted their prospects of enjoying a 
reputable standing in life. A house of refuge is opened by 
this society, for such as are sincerely desirous of return- 
ing to the paths of virtue. This house is situated in Charter 
Street, is lai^ and commodious, and is under the care of a 
matron and assistants. A committee of ladies visit it every 
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week, and the pecuniary concerns are under the management 
of a Board of Directors, chosen annually from the gentlemen 
who are subscribers to the funds of the institution. Consti- 
tution adopted April 14, 1819; incorporated January 21, 
1823. 

The ladies who manage its internal aiSairs are assiduous 
and persevering ; they are an honor to their sex, and the 
best praise that can be giren to them is to refer to the institu- 
tion itself, which, all along, as far as it respects moral in - 
fluence and the reformation of those who have made it a re - 
treat, has been, and still is, eminently prosperous. The in- 
stitution has been remembered on the dying beds of some 
eminent men in this city, and is worthy the attention and pa- 
tronage of the living. 

BOSTON OHILDRENS' FRIEND SOCIETY. 

This is an excellent Institution, under good regulations and 
management, situated at No. 8 PrinceStreet. It received an 
Act of Incorporation in March, 1834, a few months after its 
formation. Its object is to rescue from want and degrada- 
tion, poor children, ' whose parents, from extreme poverty, in- 
dolence or intemperance, so entirely neglect them as to render 
their situation pitiable.' It comes also within the plan of 
this Society, to take children who have but one parent, (either 
father or mother,) that is willing to labor for their support, 
but are unable to do it, while they are obliged to keep them 
in charge. The'intemal arrangements of the Institution and 
management of the children is such, as to make it like, a 
well-regulated family of brothers and sisters. They are pro- 
vided with decent and comfortable 'clothing ; with wholesome 
and sufficient food ; comfortable lodging, and are instructed 
in all branches taught in our common schools. In case of 
sickness, medical advice is rendered by regular physicians, 
appointed by the Board of Managers. This Institution has 
received and is worthy of the liberal patronage of the rich 
and benevolent. 

6* 
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MAISACHU8ETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

This societywas incorporated in 1781, and holds its an- 
nual meetings in the Athenaeum Gkdlery building, in the rear 
of the AthenBBum, in Pearl Street, on the first Wednesday 
in June. On the following day there is a meeting of the 
counsellors, for the election of ofiScers and the transaction of 
the financial concerns of the Society. A board of censors, for 
the examination of candidates for the practice of medidne 
and surgery, meet quarterly in the same apartments. The 
library of the Society is also kept here for the use of the 
fellows. 

BOSTON MEDICAL AS80CIATI0K 

Hold their monthly conrersations on the third Friday in 
each month. All regularly licensed physicians in the dty 
may become members of this Association. 

MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF PHABMACT. 

This institution was founded in 1822, by the apothecaries 
of Boston, to provide the means of a systematic education ; 
to regulate the instruction of apprentices ; to promote a spirit 
of pharmaceutical investigation, and to difibse information 
among the members of the profession ; to discountenance the 
sale of spurious, adulterated and inferior articles ; to regulate 
the business as fiir as practicable and consistent wiUi our 
social institutions. 

THE BRITISH CHARITABLE SOCIETY. 

A few Elnglishmen, mostly strangers to each other, but in- 
fluenced by the same kind affections, the same feelings of 
oompassion for their unfortunate countrymen in distress, 
were induced to form this benevolent institution, which was 
commenced November 7, 1816. The rising state of this coun- 
try is and necessarily must be such, that it has an inviting 
aspect to many in the eastern world. Emigration to Amer- 
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ica is the common consequence of enterprise in Britain, which 
is continually bringing out to these shores multitudes of ad- 
venturers, a lai^ portion of whom are mechanics and labor- 
ers ; they come hither with greater or less expectations, some 
succeed beyond their hopes, others have become dissatisfied, 
and disappointment has caused a regret that they left their 
home, and induced a wish to return. This floating and vacil- 
lating emigration has occupied much of the attention of the 
British Charitable Society. To receive them on their arrival, 
to advise, recommend and admonish themdn their proceeding 
has been the object of the Society. Their charities in this 
way have been much demanded. Failures in enterprise, and 
consequently poverty, and sometimes sickness, have intro- 
duced many to their notice. 

By the charities of this Society over 1,000 distressed British 
subjects have been relieved, many of whom have been raised 
from the most abject poverty to a state of comfort and re- 
spectability. There are near 200 members belonging to this 
institution, which has about 93,500 in funds. The terms of 
membership require, that each and every member on ad- 
mission subscribe towards the funds 92 ; and any larger sum 
over and above this he feels disposed to contribute, is consid- 
ered a donation, and recorded as such. The first year's sub- 
scription is to be paid on subscribing ; after which, the annual 
contributions of $2, with such larger sums as may be sub- 
scribed, .are to be paid annually or quarterly, in advance. 
Persons subscribing and paying a sum not less than $25, be- 
come life subscribers, and are exempted from any further 
assessments, excepting for their proportion of the incidental 
expenses of the institution. The Trustees receive applica- 
tions for relief, and direct proper inquiry into the circum- 
fitances and character of the applicant, and, if worthy, grant 
such relief as may be deemed necessary. 
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NEW ENGLAND SOCIETY. 

The formatien of the New England Society for the PrO' 
motion Oif Manvfactuxea and the Mechanic Arts was com- 
menced in 1825, by citizens of Boston, who were desirous to 
promot» American industry, genius and talents, wherever 
found. The first meeting was held on the second of Novem- 
ber, when a committee was appointed to draft a Constituticm 
and report the same for consideration to a meeting which 
they were instructed to call, and did so on the 2 1st of Decem- 
ber, when their plan and resolutions were adopted. They 
obtained an act of incorporation, from the government of the 
State, March 3, 1826, by which the Society is authorized to 
hold public exhibitions of the products of the arts — to 
award and grant premiums for new and useful inventions, 
and for the best specimens of the skill and ingenuity of man- 
ufacturers and mechanics. The law incorporating the socie- 
ty, exempts all goods sold under its direction from the auction 
duty. The city government, by an Ordinance, granted free of 
expense, for several years, the use of the halls over the Fan- 
euil Hall Market, for their sales. The concerns of the So- 
ciety are managed by a Board, consisting of a President, 10 
Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, a Secretary, and 25 Directors. 
Their first public sale commenced on the 12th of September, 
1826, and the whole amount of goods sold at the Jive Jirst 
acUeSf was not far from 12,000,000. In addition to the sales 
the Society had an exhibition in October, 1826, and another 
in August, 1828. At these exhibitions, premiums of medals 
were offered for the best specimens of American manufac- 
tures of all kinds ; for new invention^ in the arts, machinery, 
&c. There were 15 medals a^||U[de4 9f the first, and 20 at 
the second exhibition. . '*■' ' 

I 

BOSTON MECHANICS' 1H8TITUTI0N. 

Instituted January 12, 1827. Incorporated June 15, 1827. 
This association consists of such mechanics and others as 
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are friendly to the promotion of science and the arts. Its ob- 
ject is the cultivation of useful knowledge, by the aid of lec- 
tures and such other means as may be found expedient. To 
place the benefits to be thus derived within the reach of all 
classes in the community, it is provided by the constitution 
that the fee for admission shall be only $2, with an annual 
assessment of the same amount. . 

The principal direction of the affairs of the Institution is 
confided to a Board of Managers, composed of a President, 
three Vice-Presidents, Recording Secretary, Corresponding 
Secretary, Treasurer, and fifteen Directors, who are chosen 
annually on the last Monday in April. It is required by the 
constitution that the four first officers, and at least three- 
fourths of the directors, shall be, or shall have been, practical 
mechanics, manufacturers, artists or engineers. 

BOSTON DEBATING SOCIETY. 

This Society, composed of gentlemen belonging to the 
various trades and professions in the community, was organ- 
ized at a meeting held in January and February, 1821. Its 
principal object is the improvement of its members in extem- 
poraneous discussion. The government is vested in a Presi- 
dent, Vice-President and five Directors, who, with a Secre- 
tary, Treasurer, and four Monitors, are chosen annually on 
the first Tuesday evening in February. The meetings of the 
Society are held in Chauncy Hall. 

FRANKLIN DEBATING 80CIETT. 

This Society was instituted in May, 1822. The general 
objects of the association are improvement in extemporaneous 
speaking, deliberative discussion, and elocution in general. 
Its government it 49rgiiiiied m. a President, Vice-President, 
Directors, Secretar)r tfid ffrefURUwr, who are elected annually 
in November. iW^met^liigs of the Society are held at 
Chauncy Hall. 
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HAITDEL AND HATDN 80CIETT. 

It had lonijf been the wish of some of the most distinguish- 
ed professors of Music in Boston, that something should be 
done to improve the style of performing sacred music, and to 
introduce into more general practice the works of Handel, 
Haydn, and other eminent composers. With a view to 
adopt some plan by which these objects might be accomplish- 
ed, a meeting was held at Mr Graupner's Hall in Franklin 
Street, on the 30th of March, 1815. They continued to meet 
at this Hall, and at one afterwards provided in Bedford 
Street, under the following government : Thomas S. Webb, 
President; Amasa Winchester, Vice-President; Nathaniel 
Tucker, Treasurer, and M. S. Parker, Secretary. A Board 
of Trustees was also added. The expenses were at first de- 
frayed by voluntary loans from the members, who were orig- 
in^y thirtyone in number, and they at first performed selec- 
tions from the ' Lock Hospital Collection,' in a manner which 
augured success to their undertaking. The first public per- 
formance, which was at the Stone Chapel, was on Christmas 
evening, 1815, which (Consisted of selections from Haydn's 
Creation, Handel's Messiah, &c. Upwards of 1,000 persons 
were present on this occasion. The Society from this time, 
by inde&tigable exertions, rose into repute rapidly, repeating 
their public performances often and satisfactorily. 

The Society was incorporated by an act of the Legislature, 
Feb. 9, 1816, and increased to such a degree, that it viras 
found necessary to procure a much larger Hall. They selec- 
ted Boylston Hall« over Boylston Market, at which place 
they have held their meetings since Feb. 11, 1817. The act 
of incorporation allows the Society to hold 150,000 in real 
estate, and the like sum in personal property, which is never 
to be divided among the members of the corporation, but de- 
scend to their successors, subject only to the payment of the 
just debts incurred by the corporation. 
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In 1818, Incledon and Phillips, the celebrated vocalists, 
assisted their performances several times, and indeed it has 
ever been the custom of this Society to invite such distin- 
guished performers as may gratify the city with a display of 
their talents, to join their pjtiblic concerts. This association 
has published three quarto^ of Sacred Music from the works 
of Handel, Haydn, Bethoven, Mozart, &c., six editions of 
Orchestra Church Music, a volume of Old Colony Collection 
of Anthesis, and other works ; with the profits accruing from 
these, they have been able to purchase a fine toned organ, 
and a valuable collection of music. Their orchestra is com- 
posed of the united musical talent of our city. Their stated 
meetings for the practice of music are held on the first Tues- 
day evening in every month. The terms of admission are 
$10, and signing the by-laws, after receiving the vote of 
the members present, when balloted for. To perpetuate this 
Society, it is provided that three fourths of aU the profits 
arising from the publication and sale of music, constitute a 
fund — two thirds of which are to be reserved and appropria- 
ted to the building of a Hall for their use, and the remaining 
third to purchase a musical library, or any other object con- 
sistent with the original design of the institution. The pro- 
perty possessed b^ this Society is about 17,000. 

THE BOSTON ACADEMY OF MUSIC. 

In 1826, several gentlemen in this city who had been en- 
gaged in efibrts to introduce improvements in reference to 
Sacred Music, became acquainted with the views and plans 
of Mr Lowell Mason, then residing in Savannah. Proposals 
were made to him to remove to Boston, which were accepted, 
and he arrived here in July, 1827. It was the design of those 
engaged, to form , an assodation whose object should be to 
devise and execute measures for the cultivation and improve- 
ment of sacred music. With this object kept in view, 
it was resolved in 1832, to form an association which 
should endeavor to obtain for our country, the advaataici&« 
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derived from vocal music in Switzerland ; and after some in- 
formal consultations, a meeting was held on the 8th of Jan- 
uary, 1833, when this institution was organized under the 
name of The Boston Academy of Music. The Academy was 
incorporated by an Act of the Legislature in March follow- 
ing. The first step taken, was to engage Mr Mason, for the 
purpose of devoting his whole time to the instruction of 
classes. The rapidly increasing denumd for his labors soon 
obliged them to elect Mr Webb, then an organist at St. 
Paul's Church, as an associate professor. 

The plan and organization of this Academy, as well as its 
objects, are essentially different from those of any other in- 
stitution which is known to have been established in this 
country. Not composed of professed musicians ; not aiming 
especially at the improvement of its own members, and not 
designed to be limited in the sphere of its operations and in- 
fluence, its object is, by all suitable means within its reach, 
to raise music to the place it deserves to hold in the estima- 
tion of the community, and as far as practicable, to make it a 
branch of common education. The constant employment 
which has been furnished to the professors of the Academy, 
and the very liberal patronage extended, shows that the rich 
as well as the poor, the fashionable and refined, as well as 
those in the humbler walks of life, are beginning to regard 
vocal music as an accomplishment, at once attainable, pleas- 
ing and useful. 

The Academy obtained a lease of the Boston Theatre for 
a term of years, and materially altered the interior of the 
building. The government gave it the name of the Odeok, 
and opened it to the public on Wednesday evening, August 5, 
1834, on which occasion an address was delivered by Samuel 
A. Eliot, Esq., president of the Academy. 

By a memorial of the Academy, the subject of introducing 
instruction into the public schools in Boston, has been brought 
before the school committee, who reported ' that it is expedient 
to try the experiment of inrrodneing vocal music, by public 
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ntluirity, as a part of the system of public instnictioD, into 
the public schools of this city.' 

PRISON DISCIPLINE SOCIETY. 

This Society, formed by a number of the most respectable 
people of this city, was organized in Boston, June 30, 1825. 
Their object is to promote ' the improvement of Public 
Prisons.' The officers of this Society consist of a President, 
16 Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer and Secretary, and a Board 
of Managers, consisting of twelve persons, chosen annually. 
The Secretary has a salary of $1000, and is required to devote 
all his time to the objects of the Society. Persons subscrib- 
ing and paying (2 annually, are admitted members. Those 
pa3ring $30 at one time are members for life ; persons paying 
$10 annually become directors, and those that pay $100 are 
directors for life. 

BOSTON LYCEUM 

Was instituted in 1830. The exercises before this Lyceum 
consists of lectures, discussions and declamation. Classes 
on various subjects are formed by members of the Society in 
connexion with the Lyceum, free of expense. About twenty 
evenings of each course are appropriated for lectures, and six 
for discussions or class exhibitions. Each person holding a 
ticket has the privilege of introducing ladies to the pnUic 
meetings of the Lyceum. Premiums in medals or books, are 
awarded on the last evening of each course, to the writers of 
the best articles of poetry, and essays connected with popular 
education, &c. 

BOSTON YOUNG MBN'S SOCIETY 

Was formed in 1832. Its objects are moral and intellectual 
improvement, and the promotion of acquaintance between the 
youi^gmen* of this city and those of other places who take up 
their residence here. It has a library oi about 1000 vol- 
umes. 

6 
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There are a number oT other Societies in Boston, worthy c 
a more detailed account than the fiicts furnished will enabl 
us to give. Among these are — 

Auxiliary Foreign Mission Society of Boston and Yicii 
ity. 

The Massachusetts Charitable Congregational Sodet] 
Incorporated March 24th, 1786. 

Massachusetts Charitable Society. Founded in Bostoi 
September 6, 1762. Incorporated March 16, 1780. 

Boston Episcopal Charitable Society. Instituted in 172^ 
Incorporated February 12, 1784. 

Boston Society for the Religious and Moral Improvemei 
of Seamen. Instituted May 11, 1812. 

Scot's Charitable Society. Instituted in 1734. Incorpon 
ted March 16, 1786. 

Boston Female Society for Missionary Purposes. Const 
tuted Oct. 9, 1800. 

Charitable Irish Society. Instituted March, 1737. Inco 
porated Feb. 23, 1809. 

The Corban Society. Instituted by females of Boston 1 
aid candidates for the gospel ministry, September, 1811. 

Fragment Society. Incorporated November, 1816. Inst 
tuted by females of Boston, for the relief of women and chi 
dren in destitute circumstances. 

The Baptist Evangelical Tract Society. 

Female Philanthropic Society. 

American Tract Society in Boston. 

Boston Female Samaritan Society. 

Baptist Missionary Society of Massachusetts. 

Fatherless and Widow's Society. 

Massachusetts Bible Society. 

Boston Baptist Evangelical Society. 

Boston Female Society for the Promotion of Christianil 
among the Jews. 

American Eklucation Society. 

Massachusetts Peace Society. 
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Franklin Typographical Society. 
Washington Society. 
Massachusetts Society of Cincinnati. 
Boston .Society for the Suppression of Intemperance. 
Pastoral Association of Massachusetts. 
Massachusetts Sabbath School Union. 
Mechanic's Lyceum. 
Social Lyceum. 

Young Men's Benevolent Society. 
Massachusetts Lyceum. 

Young Men's Association for the Propagation of Literft- 
tnre and Science. 
Billing and Holden Society. 

PUBLIC BUILDK^GS. 

STATE HOUSK. 

The comer stone of this edifice was laid July 4th, 1796, on 
land formerly owned by Groyemor Hancock, near the top of 
Beacon HUl. This building is of an oblong form, 173 feet 
front and 51 deep. It consists of a basement story 20 feet 
high, and a principal story 30 feet. This, in the centre of 
the front, is covered with an attic 60 feet wide, 20 feet high, 
which is covered with a pediment. Immediately above this 
rises a dome, 52 feet diameter and 35 high ; the whole ter- 
minates with an elegant circular lantern 25 feet high, sup- 
porting a gilded pine cone. The basement story is finished 
plain on the wings with square windows. The centre is 94 
feet in length, and formed of arches which project 14 feet ; 
they form a covered walk below, and support a colonnade of 
Corinthian columns of the same extent above. The outside 
walls are of laj^ patent bricks, with white marble fascias, 
imposts and keystones. The body of the building is of a 
Portland stone color; the dome of a bronze. The lower 
story is divided into a large hall or public walk in the centre, 
60 feet square and 20 high, supported by Doric columns. la 
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the centre and on the north sidfe of this story is placed the 
highly finished Statu* op Washington, by Chantry, in a 
neat Temple erected for the purpose. Two entries open at 
«ach end, 16 feet wide, with two flights of stairs in each ; on 
both sides of which are offices for the Treasurer, Secretary, 
Adjutant and Quarter Master General, and the Land Office. 
The rooms above are, the Representatives' room, in the cen- 
tre, 55 feet square, the comers formed into niches for fire 
places; this room is fioislied with Doric columns on two 
. -sides, at 12 feet from the Hoor, forming galleries ; the Doric 
entablature surrounds the whole ; from tins spring four flat 
arches on the side, which being united by a-circuhir cornice 
above, form in the angiea four lai^ pendants to a bold and 
well proportioned domt. The pendants are ornamented with 
emblems of Commerce, Agriculture, Peace and War. The 
dome is finished in compartments of stucoo in a style of sim- 
ple elegance. The centre of the dome is fifty feet from the 
floor. The speaker's chair is placed on the north side, and 
the permanent seats, in a semicircular fonn, are so arranged 
as to accommodate about 350 members on the floor, leaving 
in their rear on the a^th side of the room an area which will 
accommodate a number of spectators without inconvenience 
to the members of the fiouse. There are two galleries in 
this room, one for the accommodation of the members and 
another lor the spectators. 

North of the centre room is the Senate chamber, 55 feet 
long, 83 wide, and 30 high, highly finished in the Ionic 
order ; two screens of columns support with their entabla- 
ture a rich and elegant arched ceiling. This room is also 
ornamented with Ionic pilasters, and with the aoos of the 
State, and of the United States, placed in opposite panels. 

The council chamber is on the opposite quarter of the 
building; it is 27 feet square, and 20 high, with a flat ceil- 
ing; the walls are finished with Corinthian pilasters, and 
panels-of stucco ; these panels are enriched with the state 
arms, with emblems of executive power, the scale and sword 
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of jostite, and the insignia of arts and freedom, the Cadu- 
ceus and cap of Liberty ; the whole decorated with wreaths 
of oak and laurel. Besides these principal rooms, there are 
about twenty smaller, plainly finished for the nse of com- 
mittees. The whole cost of the building amounted to 
$133,333 33. It was first occupied by the Legislature on the 
1 1th of January, 1798. 

The foundation of this edifice is 110 feet above the level of 
the harbor, and its elevation and j^e make it a very con- 
spicuous object. Two flights of stairs lead to the top of the 
outer dome, 170 steps from the foundation. The view from 
this dome, which is 230 feet above the level of the sea, 
aflfords one of the most interesting and beautiful spectacles. 
The eye embraces at once every avenue and every public 
building in the city, and overlooks the towns adjacent, all 
speckled with white houses and country seats, amidst groves 
and luxuriant fields. At our feet, on the right, we see the 
mansion house of Hancock, (a venerable stone building of 
over ninety years standing,) and in front is spread the Com- 
mon, like a splendid carpet of green, bounded on all sides by 
the Malls, closely shaded by trees of various growth, over 
which the great elm in the middle of the common, (near to 
an old redoubt, and beside an artificial pond,) seems to com- 
mand the wh(^e, with the maj'estic wavmg of his huge 
branches, the growth of more than a century. East, lies in 
fan view, the sight unobstructed in its farthest reach, the 
ocean and the harbor, bespangled with islands, almost as 
numerous, and said to be equally as charmmg as those which 
beautify the bay of Naples ; all together combining to make 
thia view one of the most delightful panoramas that the 
world afibrds. Taming to the north, you have a fine view 
of Chelsea, Charlestown, the Navy Yard, Bunker Hill and 
the Monument, and to the west you have Cambridge with 
the Harvard College buildings. 

ft* 
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FANEUIL HALL. 

The history of Paneuil Hall, which has been very properly 
styled the ' cradle of amebican liberty,' is intimately 
connected with that of our country. The t)riginal building, 
commenced in 1740, and finished on the 10th of September, 
1742, was the noble gift of Peteb Faneuil, Esq. to the 
town of Boston, for a town hall and market-place. The 
inside wood work fend root joi this building was destroyed 
by fire on the 13th of JaaiMrf, 1761. It was again repaired 
in 1763, with some sHght alteration in the work, but the size 
of the building renmhwd tiie same, two stories high and 100 
feet by 40. The eakigement, by which it was extended in 
width to 60 feet, sad « thitd story added, was proposed by 
the selectmen in May, 1805, and completed in the course of 
the year. Tlie building has a eopola, from which there is a 
fine view of the harbor. TTie great hall is 76 feet square, 
and 2d feet high, with galleries of three sides upon doric 
columns ; the ceiling is supported by two ranges of Ionic 
columns ; the walls enriched with jnlasters and the windows 
with architrayes, &c. Platforms under and in the galleries 
rise amphitheatrically to accommodate spectators, and from 
trials made on various occasions of pubUc interest, it appears 
favorable for sight and sound. 

The west end is decorated by an original full length paint- 
ing of Washington, by Stuart, presented by Samuel Park- 
man, Esq. and another painting of the same size, by Col. 
Henry Sargent, representing Peteb Faneuil, Esq. in full 
length, copied from an original of smaller size. Between 
these paintings is placed a marble bust of John Adams. 

Above the great hall is another 78 feet long and 30 wide, 
devoted to the exercise of thie difierent military corps of the 
city, with a number of apartments on each side for depositing 
the arms and military equipments, where those of the several 
Independent Companies are arranged and kept in perfect: 
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order. The building also coDtains conTenient offices for the 
Overseers of the Poor, Assessors, &c. 

Daring the stiinmer of 1827, the city goTemment thoroughly 
lepsired the buildmg, and divided the lower story, which 
had formerly been used for a market, into eight elegant and 
convenient stores, which give to the city upwards of $4,600 
per annum. The building was at the same time painted » 
light Portland stone color. 

In the annals of the American oontineiit, there is no one 
place more distinguished for po wef f il eloquence, than Fan- 
euil Hall. The flame which roused a depressed people from 
want and degradation, arose from the ahar of Liberty in Fan- 
euil Hall; the language which made a monarch tremble 
upon his throne for the safety of his ookmies, and which 
inspired New England with confldenoe in a cause, both 
arduous and bold, unprepared and unassisted, against a royal 
bulwark of hereditary authority, had its origin in Faneui) 
Hall. Those maxims of political truth which have extended 
an influence over the habitable globe, and have given rise to 
new republics, where despotism once held a court, glutted 
with the blood that would be free, were first promulgated in 
Faneuil Hall. T3rranny, with all its concomitant evils, wa» 
first exposed, and the great machine of human wisdom^ 
which was to emancipate man from the rapacious jaws of a 
British Lion, was put in active operation in Faneuil Hall. 
The story of our country's future greatness, her power, her 
learning, her magnitude, her final independence, was told 
prophetically in the same immortal forum. 

FANBUIL HALL MABKET. 

Faneuil Hall Market is situated at the east end of Faneuil 
Hall, between two streets called North and South Market 
streets, having two streets passing at right angles at the east 
and west fronts, the one being 76 feet, and the other at the 
east end, 63 feet wide. North Market Street is 65 feet wide, 
the Sooth 102 foet, each street having a lan^ ol %\w«& lorax 
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stories high with granite fronts ; the range of stores on the 
north side 520 feet, and 55 feet deep; on the south 580 ibet, 
and 65 feet deep ; (an arched avenue in centre of each range 
five feet wide, communicating with the adjoining stroitftO 
the facade of which is composed of piers, lintel, and arched 
windows on the second story. The roofs are skited, and the 
cellars water proof. The height and form of the stores 
regulated by the conditions of sale. The purchaser 
required to erect, within a Umited time, a brick store with 
hammered stone front, (granite piers,) in strict coDfermity 
with a plan drawn by Mr Alexander Parris. 

The first operation for locating and building this speeioiit 
and superb Market House, commenced on the 20th of An- 
gust, 1824, by staking out the ground for the same, and for 
the North Market street ; the old buildings standing on the 
premises having been previously purchased by the city, but 
not removed. 

Shortly after the razing of these buildings, the filling op 
of the docks, and other work, necessary for clearing the wide 
area, and preparing for laying the comer stone of the struc- 
ture, were simultaneously entered upon, and carried through, 
to the raising of the splendid dome, without the interventioo, 
we believe, of a single accident or occurrence afiectin^ human 
life. 

The comer stone of this building was laid with much 
ceremony. The plate deposited beneath it bears the names 
of the Mayor, Aldermen and Conmion Council, Biiildiqg 
Committee and Principal Architect, besides the fiaUowing 
inscription : ' Faneuil Hall Market, established by the 
City of Boston. This stone was laid April 27, Anno Domini 
Mdcccxxv, in the fortyninth year of American Independence 
and in the third of the incorporation of the city. John 
Quincy Adams, President of the United States. Marcos 
Morton, Lt. Grovemor and Commander in Chief of the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts. The population of the eity 
estimated at 50,000; that of the United States 11,000,000.' 
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la length ft is 636 feet 9 inches, in width 50 feet, wholly 
built of granite, harxng a centre building 74 1-2 by 55 feet,, 
projecting 2 1-2 feet in the north and south fronts. From 
the centre buildings are wings on each side, 173 by 50 feet ; 
the wing contmues from a projection of 6 inches, 46 feet 3: 
inches, and 51 feet in width, on each facade of wbich are 5 
antaes, projecting 6 inches, finishing with a portico at each 
end of the building, projecting 11 feet 7 1-2 inches. The 
porticoes consist of 4 columns, 3 1-2 feet diameter at base, 
and 2 feet 10 iuchcs at neck, each shaft in one piece, 20 feet 
9 iuclws long, with a capital of the Grecian Doric. The col- 
unrns support a pediment, the tympanum of which has a 
circular window for Tentilatiou. The wings are of two 
stories, the lower one 14 feet, the upper 14 1-2 feet, the lower 
windows haTe circular heads. The buildiog is finished with 
a Grecian cornice 16 inches in depth, and 21 inches pro- 
jection, worked in granite. The roof is slated, and gutters 
copper. The height of the wings from the sidewalk to the 
top of the cornice is 31 feet. 

The facade of the centre building, up to the under side of 
the second story windows, is composed of five recesses of 
piers and arches of grooved ashlar, aa the top of which are 
again formed recesses by antaes, supporting a frieze and 
comioe, similar to the wing building ; in each recess is a 
circular headed window, the centre a Venetian ; on the top 
ci the cornice is a blocking course, and an octagon attic, 
feet high, with two elliptical sawtells, surmounted by a dome 
covered with copper, and crowned by a lantern light. At 
each angle on top <^ the centre building is a pedestal, in 
which are placed the necessary flues. 

The whole edifice is supported by a base of Quincy blue 
granite, 2 feet 10 inches high, with arched windows and 
doors, communicating with the cellars. 

The building is approached by 6 steps of easy ascent ; 
each wing has six doors. The centre building in the north 
and sooth front, a pair of folding doors enlei a igiQ&^tj^ Vt^ 
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feet wide, payed with brick, laid on ground arches; the 
wings have also a passage way of smaller dimensions to 
correspond. 

The principal entrances are from the east and west porti. 
coes, which communicate with the corridor, 512 feet long, 12 
feet wide, with entablatures, finished wifh a goto ceiling. 
The interior is divided into 128 stalls, and occupied as fol- 
lows, viz: 14 for mutton, lamb, veal and poultry; 2 for 
poultry and venison ; 19 for pork, lamb, butter and poultry ; 
45 for beef; 4 for butter and cheese ; 19 for vegetables, and 
20 for fish. 

On the south front are four doorways opening to stair- 
cases, leading to the second story, in the centre of which ii 
a hall, 70 by 50 feet, having a dome, springing from four 
segmental arches, ornamented with panels androsetts, in the 
crown of which is an elliptical opening, 14 by 12 feet, through 
which is seen the skylight and part of the outer dome. The 
whole height of the hall to the opening, or eye of the dome, 
is 46 feet. Each wing is divided into two halls by 4 brick 
partition, the smaller 44 by 47, the larger 173 by 47. This is 
called QniNCY Hall, in honor of Josiah Quincy. 

The whole of the Market and the improvements on North 
and South Market streets, were completed within the space 
of 26 months, and occupy about 1 acre, 2 perches, 24 rods, the 
greater part of which has been reclaimed from the sea, by 
filling in earth at different periods. The cellar stcny is 
occupied for storage of provisions, and made perfectly water 
proof. 

The Hon. Josiah Quincy, who was Mayor of the cilj, is 
entitled to much credit for his exertions in carrying this bold 
and noble plan into execution. It is in fact one of the prin- 
cipal attractions of the city to strangers. 

CITY HALL. 

The first building for governmental business was erected 
At the bead of what was then called King street, about 16fi6, 
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and WB8 built of wood. It has been twice borot. The last 
time it was destroyed was in 1747, aad it was repaired in the 
following year nearly in its present form. The building is in 
length 110, in breadth 38 feet, three stories high, finished 
according to the Tuscan, Doric and Ionic orders. Till re- 
cently it was called the Old State House, The latitude of 
this building is very near 42 deg. 21 min. north ; the longi- 
tude 71 deg. 3 min. SO sec west from Greenwich, in England. 

After the Revolution, it was the place of meeting for the 
General Court, till after the completion of the State House, 
near Beacon Hill. From about that time, to thfe year 1830, 
(thirty years,) the lower floor and cellar were used by various 
tradesmen, Insurance Offices, &c. On the 17th Sept. 1830, 
having been thoroughly repaired, it was, by an ordinance of 
the City Government, called the CUy Holly — by which name 
it has since been designated. It stands at the head of State 
street, and on the line of Washington street, the Broadway 
of the metropolis of Massachusetts, having a tower overlook- 
ing most of the city and harbor, rising from the centre of the 
roof. The fronts an Washington and State streets have each 
a portico. Being in the very focus of business, and nearly in 
the centre of the city, the use to which this venerable pile is 
now devoted appears to give universal satisfaction. 

On the first floor are three large rooms ; that facing Wash- 
ington street is the Post-OflSice. At the other extremity, 
looking down State street, is Toplifl''s News Room, one of 
the best conducted establishments, for the accommodation of 
merchants, in the United States. The middle room, a lofty 
apartment, supported by pillars, is the Merchants' Exchange, 
and conmion thoroughfare to the public offices. 

From this central room is a flight of winding stairs, lead- 
ing to a suit of apartments in the second story. Directly 
over the Post-Office is the Hall of the Common Council, in 
i^iieh they ordinarily meet on public business. In the oppo- 
site end of the building is the Hall of the Mayor and Alder- 
men. In this room the chief Magistrate of the city, together 
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with the City Clerk, remain through the day, in the dischail 
of their ordinary duties. The Board of Aldermen hold tha 
meetings, also, on Monday evenings. Around the ciiGidf 
Brea of the stairs are a series of Offices, viz. the Auditor*! 
Treasurer's, Assistant City Clerk's, Clerk of Commfl 
Council, and the Health Office, which latter accoimmodsli 
the City Marshal, Superintendent of Burial Grounds, Vh] 
sician of the Port, Captain of the Watch, Superintendent < 
Lamps, and the Commissioner of Streets. 

Another flight of stairs leads to the third story, in whkk : 
the Office of the Chief Engineer of the Fire DepaitmM 
City Land Comimssioner, Messenger, a Committee Rooa 
and a large Hall, in which is a recendy organized poU 
Vaccine Institution, for the gratuitous inoculation of tl 
poor. 

The whole is lighted with gas, as w«ll as the lamps at tl 
four comers of the building. Besides being ornamental ' 
the city, the concentration of so many important offices und 
one roof, renders the City Hall an object of peculiar inteiei 

On the 2 1 St of November, 1832, about five o'clock in tl 
morning, this ancient building, the scene of so manyinterei 
ing events, again took fire from an opposite building, und 
the stool of one of the Lutheran windows, which soon oon 
municated with the under side of the roof, and had it n* 
been for the uncommon exertions of the fire department, 
must have been completely prostrated in a little time. As 
was, however, the damages were easily repaired. Tl 
appropriation of the Council for the purpose was 9350) 
No papers of importance were lost, and the curious reoon 
of the city, from its first settlement, for a third time, wt 
safely rescued from a devouring element. 

In Hales's Survey of Boston and Vicinity, the measuitt i 
distances are reckoned from this building. 

TOPLIFF'S RBADINa BOOH. 

This establishment, which is kept in the east end of tl 
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and is inferior to none in the system of management. Tliere 
are 15 clerks employed in the office, four penny posts fot 
distributing letters through the city, and one messenger and 
porter. The excellent arrangement for the delivery of letters 
through the medium of the boxes, affords great accommoda- 
tion to merchants and others. 

There are made up weekly for departure about 2,000 maUs. 
The great southern mail closes at 4 A. M. by the oflSoe 
dock, and arrives about 10 A. M. * The eastern mail closes 
at 10 A. M. and arrives about 9 P. M. 

There is a steamboat mail from New York every afternoon 
via Providence, excepting Monday, which anticipates the 
great southern mail. 

The office is opened from the 1st of April to the 1st of 
October at 7 o'clock A. M., and from 1st of October to 1st of 
April at 8 o'clock P. M., and is closed the year round at 8 
p. M., with the exception of Sundays, when it is opened for 
an hour, from 12 to 1 P. M. To ensure inmiediate forwarding 
of letters they should be deposited at least 5 or 10 minutes 
previous to the closing of the mail. 

BOYLSTON HABKET AND BOYLSTON HALL. 

This building, situated at the comer of Washington and 
Boylston streets, was so named in honor of Ward Nicholas 
Boylston, Esq. The proprietors were incorporated Feb. 27, 
1809, and the foundation of the building was conunenced in 
the April following. The land belonging to the corporation 
was formerly owned by Samuel Welles, Esq., of whose heirs 
it was purchased by Mr. Jos. C. Dyer, and by him conveyed 
to the present proprietors for t>20,560. The cost of the 
building was about $39,000, besides the cupola, which was 
built by subscription. The clock was a donation of Mr 
Boylston. It was opened in 1810. It is in length 120 feet, 
and in width 50, of three stories, with a deep cellar* On the 
first floor are 12 stalls for the sale of provisions. The second 
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is separated by anavenae nmniiig lengthwise, on the sides of 
which aie four spedous rooms. 

The third story forms one of the most spacious halls in 
Boston, and is denominated Boylston Hall. This is a noble 
apartment, 100 feet long by 48 feet in breadth, with an arched 
ceiling 24 feet high. It is rented by the Handel and Haydn 
Society, and is conmiodiously fitted up for their accommoda- 
tion. At the west end an orchestra is constructed capable of 
containing 160 yocal and instrumental performers. A hand- 
some organ, built by Mr Appleton, of this city, stands at the 
extreme westerly end, with its top nearly touching the roof 
of the hall. The seats in the orchestra are built in a semi- 
cireulaf form, and in the centre of the arc stands the desk of 
the president. The orchestra occupies about one fourth part 
of the floor; the remainder of which is furnished with 
settees for the audience, and will accommodate about 800 
persons. The entrance is by three doors at the east end, 
and immediately over these is a gallery sufficiently spacious 
to accommodate two hundred. 

The Hall is occasionally used for lectures, concerts, 
declamations, &c. Previous to building the church in Pied- 
mont street, the Rev. James Sabine preached here on Sundays 
to his little flock, which followed him from the church in 
Essex street. The third Universalist Society now worship 
here on the Sabbath. 

THB ODEON.* 

This building, formerly known as the Boston Theatre, in 
Federal street^ has been completely metamorphosed by the 
Boston Academy of Music, who have taken it on a lease for 
a term of years. The part formerly used as the stage has 
been divided into several apartments. The centre room is 
fifty feet by thirtythree, and thirty feet high. This part of 

• This term, accented on the second syllable, is of Greek derlTalion, and was 
applied to a temple at iktbens, built by Pericles, and appropriated to musical 
porpoeei, popular meeflngs, fte. Ecclesiastical writers also nae the ttra to 69- 
•igsat* the ehoir of a ehurch. 
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the honge contains the organ and the speaker's desl^, aid 
will be occupied by the orchestra. Surrounding and abofe 
the orchestra, are seyeral rooms of Tarious dimensions, some 
of which will be improved by the Academy, and others let 
for school rooms and other purposes. 

In the audience part of the house, the partitions of the first 
and second rows, between the boxes and walls of the building, 
have been removed; thus giving room for widening and 
extending the seats, and bringing in the light from twelve 
windows. In addition to the light thus obtained, two sky 
lights, one over the orchestra of nine feet in diameter, the 
other over the centre of the house of twelve feet, have been 
cut through the roof, which in all, admit sufficient light to 
render the building pleasant and inviting. The floor of the 
pit has been raised several feet, and has now an inclination 
of only about eighteen inches. This floor, and that of the 
first and second rows, are covered with neatly finished settees, 
which are all permanently fixed, except those in the centre of 
the building. These, though fastened to the fioor, can be 
taken away and replaced, should it ever be found necessary. 
The whole number of settees or slips, in the three divisions 
of the house above named, is one hundred and sixtycme. 
They are placed at sufficient distance to render them con- 
yenient ; are all stufied, seat and back, and beautifully cov- 
ered with red moreen, presenting to the eye, when contrasted 
with the white walls of the building, an air of ease and com- 
fort seldom witntBssed. The third and fourth galleries have 
been repaired and painted. In other respects they have not 
been altered materially. The conmiunications to them, how- 
ever, have been much improved. The saloon, like the other 
parts of the house, has been put in complete order— the wood 
work painted, and the walls colored. This room is fi% 
feet by twentyfive, and for correct proportions and classic 
beauty, will compare with any room of its size in the 
city. It is fitted up with a speaker's stand, and movable 
settees, and will hold about two hundred persons. The 
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building thus described, will hold, seated, by correct mea- 
surement, 1,500 persons, allowing eighteen inches to a 
person; namely, body of the house, 230; first gallery, 283; 
second gallery, 357 ; third gallery, 320 ; and fourth, 412. 
The orchestra will hold alxnit 200. Including those who 
can stand comfortably— if that term may be allowed— the 
building will contain 2,500; in a crowded state, not fiir 
firom 3,000. 

Every part of the extensive establishment, orchestra, au- 
ditory, saloon, and smaller rooms, has been furnished with 
gas apparatus, so that in the evening, all parts of it can 
be beautifully lighted. The public have only to examine 
the alterations and improvements made in this building by 
the Academy, to perceive its admirable adaptation to the 
purposes for which it is designed, as well as to all great 
public occasions. 

pabkman's mabket. 

This market is a large brick building at the comer of 
Grove and Cambridge streets^ distinguished by a cupola. It 
was erected by the late Samuel Parkman, Esq. for the pur- 
pose of a market to accommodate the population in that 
neighborhood. It was built in the &11 of 1810. 

THE CITY HABKET 

Is an extensive brick building, three stories high, situated 
at the end of Brattle street, next to Dock square. The lower 
story and cellars are appropriated to the sale of provisions. 
This building was erected by private citizens in the year 
1819 ; the town had opposed their wish to be incorporated. 
The city has since refused to accept the building as a dona- 
tion, and a furniture warehouse is now kept in the south front 
of the Market House. 

COURT HOUSE AND JAILS. 

The County Jails in Leverett street, and the Gouxt 

7* \ 
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House here, constitute three separate edifices, all of wfa 
are handsome stone buildings. Perhaps there is not a prii 
in the world made more secure. The walls and floors 
composed of large blocks of hewn stone, which are fire 
bound together with iron; and between the coones, lo 
cannon balls are placed in cavities made half in the ap| 
and half in the lower blocks, as a further security. Sevc 
years elapsed after these were commenced, before they w 
finished and occupied, which was in 1822. 

COUNTY COURT HOUSE, COUBT SaUABE. 

This building was erected in 1810, the materials of whi 
are of white granite, with a stone or brick fioor for the fi 
story. It is 140 feet long, consists of an octagon centre, 
feet wide, two stories, two wings of three stories, 26 by 
feet, connected by the entrance and passages to the centi 
contains two lai^ halls or court rooms in the centre, o 
smaller in one wing, Offices of Probate, Register of Dee( 
Clerks of Supreme and Common Pleas Courts, Rooms i 
Judges and Law Library, and rooms for Grand and Pe 
Juries. The board of Aldermen and Common Council fc 
merly held their sessions in this building. The cost of tl 
building to the county was 992,817 16. In Dr Snow's Hi 
tory of Boston, it is called Johnson HaU. 

THE NEW COURT HOUSE. 
Court Street. 

This is a spacious edifice, in form a parallelogram ot oi 
hundred and seventysiz feet by fiftyfour feet. The height : 
fiftysevcn feet to the cornice, consisting of a basement an 
three stories. The first story above the basement beis 
twelve feet, the second twenty, and the third eighteen feet. 

The material of which it is composed is Qnincy graniti 
and at each front or end is a superb portico, with four solic 
fluted pillars, of the length of twentyseven feet, and four an 
a half feet in diameter. The north end, or front of the build 
ing, is parallel with Court Street ; but standing back a fe^ 
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yards, 'which makes a proper apesaing to the street. The 
porticoes are symmetrical, and the style is far superior to the 
main pert of the bailding. The flight of steps at the porti- 
coes are very spacious. The first story above the basement 
is appropriated to the Police and Justice's Court, and to 
offices for the clerks of that and of the Common Pleas and 
Supreme Court. These rooms are 20 by 16 feet. And there 
are also rooms for the accommodation of jurors, and for the 
Law Library, belonging to the gentlemen of the bar. The 
courts holden- in this building, besides that already men- 
tioned, are the Common Pleas, Municipal, Supreme Judicial, 
United States' District, and United States' Circuit Courts. 
The rooms for these courts are large and convenient ; two of 
them are fifty feet by forty. 

THE CUSTOM HOUSE 

Stands on the north side of Custom House Street, near the 
head of Central wharf. It is 60 feet square and two stories 
in height exclusive of the basement, which is divided by 
brick walls and brick arches supporting the different pas- 
sages above. The lower part of the front is built of stone 
and the upper part of brick, with a colonnade 60 feet long 
and 10 feet wide, supported by 10 stone columns of the doric 
order, 14 feet in length. The floor is paved with stone, and 
a broad flight of stone steps with irou railings, leads to the 
several offices. It is finished with a stone frieze and cornice, 
and the windows ornamented with marble dressings. The 
front is crowned by a pediment, on the top of which is a 
spread eagle. The basement and first story is calculated for 
the storing of goods, and contains a number of compartments 
occupied by the house keeper, and some of the under officers. 
The upper story contains 6 rooms 20 feet high, in which the 
business of the office is transacted. It was built in 1 810, and 
first occupied on the 29th of December. It cost about 
$30,000. Plans are in preparation for a more extensive 
building, suited to the wants of the present and future times. 
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OOKCEBT HALL 

Is a lar^, handsome building at the head of Hanover S 
It was erected in 1756, by Mr Sftephen Deblois, a mus 
for the purpose of concerts, dandng, and other entertaini 
The building has since been enlarged, and improved at i 
expense by Mr Amory, the proprietor. The front H 
about 60 feet by 30, in the second story, and is justly 8 
ed for its correct proportions and the richness of its arc 
ture. It is highly finished in the Corinthian style, w 
orchestra, and the walls are ornamented with superb mi 
In the rear is another hall on the same story, finishe 
plainer style, and well calculated for public entertaini 
and large parties. 

MASONIC TEMPLE. 

This building is situated in Tremont Street, on part 
land that was formerly Washinffton Gardens, Th< 
was purchased of the Hon. William Sullivan, and the 
stone laid Oct. 14, 1830, with appropriate Masonic cc 
nies by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. This T 
was dedicated May 30, 1832. 

The location of this building is regarded as the 
proper that could be selected, for the purpose for whic 
intended. It is 60 feet wide, and 80 1-2 feet long ; and 
westwardly on Tremont Street. Its south boundary is 
pie Place, an avenue 40 feet wide, recently built ni 
handsome mansion houses. On the north, at 10 feetdi 
is the elegant edifice, St. Paul's Church, and on the e 
the rear, is a six feet passage way, for the accommodal 
the tenants. The walls are 62 feet high, of stone, en 
with a slated roof, 24 feet high, containing 16 windt 
light the attic story. The gutters are of cast iron, ai 
water trunks are of copper. The basement is of fine 
mered granite, 12 feet high, with a belt of the same, 
towers at the comers next Tremont Street, are 16 feetsi 
surmounted with granite battlements, and pinnacles ris 
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feet from the ground. The door and window frames are of 
fine hammered granite, and the main walls iirom the base- 
ment to the roof are of rubble granite, disposed in courses, in 
such a manner, as to present a finished appearance to the 
eye. The cellar, 55 by 75 feet in the clear, and 9 feet deep, 
is in a gravel bottom perfectly dry, with sufficient light on 
two sides, to render it an excellent place for many kinds of 
business. The basement story is divided into three apart- 
ments. The first, which is the chapel, 55 by 40 feet, and 
about 15 feet high, with a gallery on the long side, is 
capable of seating 600 persons. The second and third, are two 
school rooms, one 16 by 14 feet, and the other 24 by 40, and 
10 feet high. 

In the second story is a spacious lecture room 65 by 55 feet, 
and 19 feet high, with circular seats upon a spherical floor, 
and lighted by eight windows ; capable of seating 1000 per- 
sons. From 12 to 20 dollars rent per day, is paid for the use 
of this hall, for about 100 days in the year. Over the vesti- 
bule, are two lobbies, or school rooms. 

In the third story are, 1st, a spacious hall, 65 by 89 feet, 
and 1 6 feet high, well lighted, and capable of seating 400 per- 
sons; 2d, a front hall 30 by 32 feet, and 16 feet high, well 
lighted, and capable of seating 200 persons. There are three 
lobbies attached to the halls of this floor which are for the ac- 
commodation of the tenants. 

In the attic story are, 1st, Masons Hall, 46 by 26 feet^ and 
12 feet high, well lighted by 6 windows in the roof, and capa- 
ble of seating 200 persons. Attached to this are 13 lobbies 
for the accommodation of the respective lodges ; 2d, a draw- 
ing room, 24 by 15 feet, and 8 feet high, sufficiently commo- 
dious to accommodate all the visiters of the lodges, during 
their sessions, and over this last, is a room for the purpose 
of storing their furniture, &c. Masons Hall, with the other 
accommodations in this story, are appropriated to masonic 
purposes. 

From the street to all the stories, are two fli^ta oC^^nVs^ 
7* 
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ing stairs in the towers, sufficiently spacious to admi( a finee 
entrance and departure of all persons from the different rooms. 
All the halls and rooms are provided with stove apparatus, 
for warming them in the winter season, and are lighted with 
gas. The whole cost, including the land, amounts to aboat 
•60,000. 

CONGBBSS HALL. 

This is a large and convenient edifice situated on the cor- 
ner of Congress and Milk Streets, erected in 1825, by Dr 
Edward H. Robbins, and received the name of JvJUen HaXL 
at first, in consequence of its being built on the land where 
formerly stood the much noted Julieri's Restorator, There 
are two halls in this building, 55 by 44 feet square ; the prin- 
cipal one is 15 feet high, and receives light through the cu- 
pola in the centre. These are rented for various purposes, 
such as public exhibitions, the holding of meetings, &c. 

COBINTHIAN HALL. 

This Hall was built by Mr. J. L. Cunningham, who occu- 
pies the first floor of the building for his extensive Aucti(m 
Rooms. It is located on the comer of Milk and Federid 
Streets, near Julien Hall, and has a small cupola which adds 
to the beauty of the building. The Hall, which was finished 
for an Assembly Room, has become a fashionable place for 
the meeting of Cotillion Parties. It was first opened by 
Mons. Lebasse, for his Dancing Assembly, on the 4th of Oc- 
tober, 1826. 

PANTHEON HALL. 

This is a very neat and convenient hall for. holding varioBs 
Assemblies. It is situated in Washington Street, on the oo^ 
ner of Boylston Square. 

WASHINGTON HALL 

Is another hall, fitted for similar purposes. This is also m 
Washington Street, and its kxationis nearly opposite Frank- 
Jja Street, 
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AMOBY BALL 

Is situated on the corner of Washington and West Streets, 
is a new hall, and eonvenient. 

LYCEUM HALL 

Is in HanoYer Street, and is a neat and conYenient hall. 

CHAXmCY HALL — IN CHAUNCY PLACE, 

Was built in 1828, by Mr. G. F. Thayer, for many years a 
teacher of a priYate seminary in this city, and is dcYOted 
principally to the use of his school. It takes its name from 
Dr Charles Chauncy, a man of liberal feelings and enlight- 
ened mind. It contains one of the finest halls for public 
speaking that there is in the city. The meetings of the de- 
bating societies are generally held here. 

The building presents a Yiew of three stories in front, 
though it has no room, at the base, the space being dcYoted 
by a peculiar construction, to the purposes of a play-ground 
for the pupils, and is supported by rough granite pillars, ad- 
mitting a free circulation of air and light. 

joy's BUILDING 

Is situated nearly opposite the head of State Street, and was 
erected in 1809, on the spot formerly occupied by the First 
Church. The building has recently been remodelled on the 
plan of an Arcadef which makes it couYenient for mercantile 
business, offices, &c. It was' formerly known by the name 
of ComkUl Square, 

BRIDGES. 

Some of the most striking objects to attract the stranger on 
Yisiting Boston, are our bridges which lead from its Yarious 
points. Although we cannot boast of so grand superstructures 
as the ancient city of London, we ncYertheless haYe a greater 
number of those conYenient aYenues. The sub^ecX f£ ¥t»^ 
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Bridges, has been agitated, and received considerable coon-' 
tenance from our state authorities ; and it is to be hoped the 
period is not far distant when all the bridges commimicatiog 
with the metropolis will be made free. Excepting Graigie's 
and the Warren Bridge, where the carriage way is covered 
with earth, the construction of all the bridges is similar, and 
the rates of toll are the same as the Charles River Bridge, 
excepting the Warren Bridge, which has become the property 
of the State and made free, and the Boston South Bridge, 
and the Boston Free Bridge, which belongs to the city. All 
these bridges are well lighted with lamps, when the evemngB 
are dark, and the lights, placed at regular distanoea, have a 
splendid and romantic appearance. 

CHABLES BIVER BBIDGB. 

The first great undertaking, since the revolution, tres the 
erection of a bridge over Charles River, in the place where 
the ferry between Boston and Charlestown was kept.* The 
Act, which incorporated Messrs John Hancock, Thonuis Bus- 
sel, Nathaniel Gorham, and Ebenezer Parsons, and others, 
who had subscribed to a fund for executing and completing 
this purpose, was passed March 9, 1785, and the bridge was 
so far completed that the last pier was ready to be put down 
on the 31st of May, 1786. 

On the 17th of June, the bridge was opened finr passengers. 
Preparation had been made for great festivity on the occa- 
sion. Salutes of 13 guns were fired by sunrise £rom Bunker 
and Copp's Hills, and the bells of Christ Church rang re- 
peated peals. This salute formed a contrast so striking, 
compared with the hostile and bloody one of the same day, 
of the same month, and of the week, in '75, as to excite in 
every breast emotions of the happiest kind. At one, p. m. 
the proprietors assembled in the State House, at the head of 
State Street, for the purpose of waiting on the different 

t At Um <ifli« tUi brldga vu built, it vh eoaridcnd the gieatHt nuimtaU^ 
tlMl had tifts bMB pto)*ctMl in Aiurie*. 
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branches of the legislature over the bridge. The procession 
eonflsted of almost erery respectable character in public and 
private life; as they moved from State Street, a salute was 
fired from the Castle ; and upon their arrival at the entrance 
of the bridge, the attendant companies of artillery and artifi- 
cers formed two lines on the right and left of the proprietors, 
and moved on to the centre of the bridge, when the presi- 
dent of the proprietary advanced alone, and gave orders to 
Mr. Cox the master workman, to fix the draw for the passage 
of the company, which was immediately done. At this mo- 
ment 18 cannon were fired from Copps' Hill, and the pro- 
cession passed forward, attended by the loudest shouts of 
acclamation, from a concourse of at least 20,000 spectators. 
As the company ascended Breed's Hill, 13 cannon were dis- 
charged. The gentlemen took their seats at two tables of 
320 feet, united at each end by a semicircular one, which ac- 
commodated 800 persons, who spent the day in sober festiv- 
ity, and separated at 6 o'clock. 

The following description of this bridge was published at 
the time, as taken from actual survey. The abutment at 
Charlestewn, from the old landing, is 100 feet ; space to the 
first pier 16 1-2 feet; 63 piers at equal distance to the draw 
622 1-2 feet; width of the draw 30 feet; 39 piers at equal 
distance from the draw 672 feet ; space to the abutment at 
Boston 16 1-2; abutment at Boston to the old landing 45 
1-2 feet ; whole length 1503 feet. 

The 75 piers total, upon which this elegant structure 
stands, are each composed of seven sticks of oak timber, 
united by a cap piece, strong braces and girts, and afterwards 
driven into the bed of the river, and firmly secured by a sin- 
gle pile on each side, driven obliquely to a solid bottom. 
The piers are connected with each other by large string- 
pieces, which are covered with 4 inch plank. The bridge is 
42 feet in width, and on each side is accommodated with a 
passage 6 feet wide, railed in for the safety of people on foot. 
Tlia bridge has a gradual rise from each end| so a& \o\a V«^ 

8 
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feet higher in the middle than at the extrenuties. Forty 
elegant lamps are erected at ttkable distances, to illuminate it 
when necessary. There are four strong stone walls connec- 
ted with three piers each, sunk in various parts of the 
river. 

The floor of the Bridge at the highest tides, is 4 feet above 
the water, which generally rises about 12 or 14 feet. 
The distance where the longest pier is erected from the floor 
of the bridge to the bed of the river, is 64 1-2 feet. 

The cost of this bridge has been stated at £l 5,000, lawful, 
and the property was divided into 150 shares of £lOO each. 
Rates of toll, to be double on Lord's days, were established, 
by the act of incorporation, which the proprietors were to en- 
joy for forty years, paying to the college at Cambridge an 
annuity of j6200, in consideration of their loss of income from 
the ferry. This period was extended to 70 years, and the 
double toll repealed when the charter was granted for West 
Boston Bridge, at the expiration of which period the property 
reverts to the state. 

There had been considerable e£fort to have the first bridge 
carried from West Boston to Cambridge, but the expediency 
of making the experiment across the narrower part of the 
river was so apparent, that the town of Boston had expressed 
an opinion almost unanimous (1S38 to 2) in favor of it. 

The stock of this corporation has been very productive. 
It was stated in 1826, on good authority, that a gentleman, 
who was an original proprietor of one share, which cost j6lOO, 
had received his prmcipal and the interest upon the original 
cost, and a surplus of $7000. The rates of toll for passing 
the bridge are. 

For SiBge or'.I.ic'>c 1 g. 

Chaise or Sulke/ II pmioe. 

Teams of any kind drawn bjr mort than one beast 6 *' 

One hone wagons or carts 4 •* 

Saddle horses 8 pence and 9 thirds. 

Hand eart and wheelbarrow, 1 pennj and 2 thirds. 

Each foot paMenfcr S (hink of a ptaay. 



PICTURE OP BOSTON. 



WEST BOSTOir BRIDGE. 



This was the second bridge built over Charles River. It 
is a conveyance from the west end of Cambridge Street to 
the opposite shore in Cambridge-port. A number of gentle- 
men were incorporated for the purpose of erecting this bridge, 
March 9, 1792. The causeway was begun July 15, 1792, and 
suspended after the 26th of December, till the 20th of March, 
1793, when the work was resumed. The wood work of the 
bridge was begun the 8th of April, 1793, and the bridge and 
causeway opened for passengers the 23d of November follow- 
ing, being seven months and a half from laying the first pier. 
The sides of tbe causeway are stoned, capstand, and railed ; 
on each side of which is a canal about 30 feet wide. 



The bridge lUndfl on 180 pien, U 


SI88 ft. long. 


Bridge orer the gore, 11 " 


S75 «« 


Abutment, Boston lide, 


871-2 " 


Caaeeway, 


•344 •* 


Dietanee from end of the eaaiewajr to Cambridge Meeting-honu, 


7810 « 


Width of tbe bridge, 


40 " 


Railed on eacb^tide for foot paasengert 





To the Proprietors a toll was granted for 70 years from the 
openii^of the bridge,* which together with the causeway, 
was estimated to have cost £23,000, 1. m. The principal 
undertaker for building the bridge was Mr Whiting. 

BOSTON SOUTH BBIDOE. 

The building of this bridge grew out of the project for an- 
nexing Dorchester Neck, so called, to Boston, as a part of the 
city. In the latter end of 1803, there were but 10 families 
on that peninsula, which comprised an extent of 569 acres 
of land. These families united with several citizens of 
Boston in a petition to the town for the privilege of being 

• This term ha« since been extended to 70 years from the opening of Cragie's 
bridge. Weet Boston to pay the college 9001 annually, and Cragie's to pay West 
lOM. daring their Joint existence. 
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annexed thereto, ' upon the single condition that the inhaln* 
tants [of B.] will procnre a bridge to be erected betweei 
Boston and Dorchester neck.' On the 31st of January, 1804, 
after several confused jneetings on the subject, the towi 
agreed to the proposition, on condition ' that the place from 
which and the terms on which the bridge should be built, 
shall be left entirely to the Legislature. Application was 
made to the General Court, and measures were in train for 
authorizing a bridge from South Street to the point. The in- 
habitants of the south end of the town, having opposed this 
measure in vain thus far in its progress, formed a plan at 
this juncture, in which they proposed to erect abridge where 
the present bridge stands, and to obviate the objection that 
such a bridge would not lessen the distance from the point 
so much as the South Street bridge would, they ofiered to 
construct a commodious street across the flats from Rains- 
ford's lane to the head of the proposed bridge. They pre- 
sented a petition to the Court to be incorporated for these 
purposes, upon the presumption that no liberty would be 
granted for the erection of any other bridge, to the northward 
of their bridge, unless at some future period the increased 
settlement of this part of the country should be such, that the 
public exigencies should require the same. This plan and 
petition met with so favorable a reception, that the Dorches- 
ter point proprietors were induced to make a compromise 
with the South-end petitioners, in which it was agreed, that 
the South Street bridge should be abandoned, and that the 
South*end bridge should be transferred to the Dorchester 
company, and the proposed street be carried forward by the 
petitioners. A joint committee made a report on the basis of 
this compromise, which was accepted in concurrence Feb- 
ruary 23d ; and on the 6th of March, bills were passed for 
the three objects, the annexation of Dorchester neck to Bos- 
ton, the incorporation of the Proprietors of Boston South 
Bridge, and also of the Front Street Corporation in the town 
of Boston. 
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Messrs William Tudor, Gkuxiiaer Green, Jonathan Mason, 
and Harrison Gray Otis, were the proprietors named in Bos- 
ton Soath Bridge Act. Seventy years improvement was 
allowed from the date of the first opening of said bridge for 
passengers, which took place in the summer of 1805. On 
the first of October, it was the scene of a military display 
and sham fight. This bridge is 1551 feet in length, and cost 
the proprietors about 956,000. In 1832 the proprietors sold 
the bridge to the city for S3,500 ; since which it has been put 
in thorough repair by the city, at an expense of S3,500, in 
addition to the amount paid by the Corporation, and has been 
made a free highway. 

CANAL OB CRAIGIE's BRIDGE. 

This bridge runs from Barton's Point in Boston to Lech- 
mere's Point in Cambridge. Its length is 2796 feet; its 
width 40 feet. The persons named in the Act incorporating 
this bridge, were John C. Jones, Loammi Baldwin, Aaron 
Dexter, Benjamin Weld, Joseph Coolidge, Jr., Benjamin 
Joy, Gorham Parsons, Jonathan IngersoU, John Beach, Abi- 
jah Gheever, William B. Hutchins, Stephen Howard and 
Andrew Craigie. This bridge difiers from those previously 
built, in being covered with a'layer of gravel on the floor of 
the bridge. It was first opened for passengers on Con^- 
moicement day, August 30, 1809. This bridge on the Cam- 
bridge side is united to Charlestown by Prison Point Bridge^ 
which is 1821 feet long, and 35 feet broad, having but one 
side railed for foot passengers. The Boston and Lowell Rail 
Road runs parallel with, and about 100 feet north of Craigie's 
bridge. 

WESTERN AVENUE. 

This splendid work was projected by Mr Uriah Cotting, 
who with others associated, received an act of incorporation, 
Jooe 14, 1814, under the title of 'Tbe Boston and Roxbury 
Mill Corporation ; ' the stock of which is divided into ^^Q^ 

8* 
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shares of tlOO each. It was oommenced in 1818, mider Mr 
Cotting's direction, but he did not live* to witness its com- 
pletion. His place was supplied by Col. Loamroi BeldwiB, 
and the road was opened for passengers, Jnly 2, 1821. 
There was a splendid ceremony on the occasion ; a caTakade 
of citizens at an early hour entered the city over the dam, 
and was welcomed on this side by the inhabitants, who 
waited to receiye them. This Avenue or Mill Dam leads 
from Beacon Street in Boston, to Sewall's Point inBrookline, 
and is composed of solid materials water-tight, with a grav- 
elled surface, raised three or four feet above high water 
mark. It is one mile and a half in length, and a part of the 
way 100 feet in width. This dam cuts off and encloses about 
601 acres of the southerly part of the Back or Charles River 
Bay, over which the tide before regularly flowed. The water 
that is now admitted is rendered subservient and manageable; 
Very extensive mill privileges are gained by the aid of a 
cross dam, running iirom the principal one to a point of land 
in Roxbury, which divides the Reservoir or full basin on the 
west, from the empty or running basin on the east. There 
are five pair of flood gates in the long dam, grooved in massy 
piers of hewn stone : each pair moves from their opptrnte 
pivots towards the centre of the aperture on a horizontal 
platform of stone, until they close in an obtuse angle on a 
projected line cut on the platform, from the ]Mvots in the piers 
to the centre of the space, with their angular points towards 
the open or uninclosed part of the bay, to shut against the 
flow of tide and prevent the passage of water into the empty 
basin. In this manner all the water is kept out from this 
basin, except what is necessary to pass from the full basin, 
through the cross dam, to keep the mill works in operation. 
The reservoir is kept full by means of similar flood-gates, 
opening into the full basin, (when the rising of the tide gtts 
ascendancy over the water in the reservoir) and fllls at every 
flow, and closes again on the receding of the tide. In this 
way, at eivery high tide, the reservoir is filled, and a nmntinil 
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supply of "Water, to pass through sluice-ways in the cross 
dam, sufficient to keep in motion, at all times^ at least 100 
mills and factories. At low water the flood gates of the 
receiving basin open and discharge the water received from 
the reservoir. 

From this Avenue there are excellent roads leading to 
Roxbnry, Brookline, Brighton and Watertown, which are 
very extensively travelled. Besides the income from the 
mill privileges the corporation receives a toll, which is 
granted by the act of incorporation to be perpetual. 

BOSTON FBEE BBIDGB. 

Within two years after the erection of the Boston South 
Bridge, an attempt was made for another to run from Sea 
Street to South Boston. Many other attempts have been 
made since that time, to establish a bridge at this place, but 
they were strongly opposed till the passage of an Act March 
4, 1826, authorizing the erection of the present bridge. The 
committee of the Legislature, to whom was referred the sub- 
ject, gave this reascm for reporting in favor of the bill : * that 
if the public good as public inteijest required that the proposed 
bridge should be constructed, then the prayer of the petition 
should be granted ; that indemnification should be made for 
property taken for the use of the bridge, but to no greater 
extent ; that the navigable waters being public property, the 
legislature had the right to control the use of them. The 
committee therefore considered the only question arising 
was, whether the public exigency required this bridge. It 
appeared that about 100,000 people, if this bridge were erect- 
ed, would be saved a travel of one mile by coming from the 
sooth sl^ore over this bridge, instead of over the Neck ; that 
an increasing intercourse would take place between the 
centre of business in the city and South Boston, and the dis- 
tmee be lessened a half a mile, which in a dense population 
was equal to ten or twenty miles in the country. The only 
fk^tft^mm to this bridge arose from persoas in BAiSerar)^^ 
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the Soath end of Boston, and from a part of the proprietors 
of the present bridge ; that it did not appear that any others 
would be injured, and that these persons would not be 
injured to the extent they imagined. It was admitted that 
the navigation might be made a little inconvenient, but not 
so much so as was expected. It appeared that the present 
channel might, by individual right, be narrowed to three 
hundred feet, which would increase the current more than 
the proposed bridge ; that the present current was about one 
mile the hour, while that at Charlestown Bridge was three 
miles ; that the increase to the price of wood if the bridge 
were erected, would be only six cents the cord ; and that with 
one or two exceptions ail the bridges in the State had been 
granted without any indemnity for consequential damages, 
other than compensation for property converted to the use of 
of such bridge. The conmiittee came to the conclusion that 
no person ought to claim damages for an interruption of nav- 
igable waters ; that these waters were held by the legislature 
in trust for all the citizens, and that no individual had the 
right to be secured indemnity for damages arising therefix>m, 
when the public accommodation required such interruption.' 
This bridge was completed in 1828, by a company of gen- 
tlemen who were proprietors of lands at South Boston, and 
by residents of that section, and who transferred it to the dty 
in October. 

WAaSEK BRIDGE. 

The subject of erecting a free bridge to lead from Boston 
to Charlestown was agitated in 1822. Subscriptions weit 
raised and a petition presented to the Legislature for an act 
of incorporation, which was opposed with great skill and 
perseverance by the friends and proprietors of Charles River 
Bridge. Tne subject before the Legislature was deferred 
from one session to another till the winter of 1827, when a 
bill for a free bridge passed both houses^ and only wanted 
the Governor's signature to become a law. The Governor 
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retained tlie bill with a message, giying his reasons for not 
signing^ It. Hie petition was again renewed, but so raried 
as to make a toll bridge. Great principles were involved in 
this sobject, which the representatives of the people calmly 
and deliberately considered before they decided. The final 
bill was passed in the House of Representatives, February 
29— Yeas 162, nays 134; in the Senate, March ^— Yeas 19, 
nays 17, and the Governor approved the act March 12, 1828. 
The distinction which was said to have been made by the 
GroveTDor, between this bill and the one to which he refused 
his sanction the year previous, was, that the Legislature had, 
in the passage of the present act, virtually decided, that the 
public convenience and necessity, aside from consideration of 
tolls, required another avenue over Charles River, which was 
not the case with the previous bDl. 

The erection of tins bridge was commenced on the 11th of 
June following, and while in progress, the proprietors of 
Charies River Bridge made an application to the Supreme 
Judicial Court aa the 28th of June, by a bill in Equity, for 
an injunction against farther proceedings in the erection of 
Wairen Bridge. The court decided that the time for hearing 
riumld be extended to the 5th of August, and a special ses- 
sioD was held at that time, acting as a Court of Chancery, 
when Messrs Shaw, Gorham and Webster, appeared as a 
oomisel for the applicants, and Messrs Fletcher and Aylwin 
for the respondents. After hearing the parties by their 
ooQB^l, on the 12th of August, the Court refused to grant 
the injunction ; but at the same time informed the defendants 
that they proceeded at their peril ; if the Court should after- 
wards, in deciding on the merits, pronounce the act void, they 
would lose all they laid out In October, 1829, the case was 
heard on the merits, and went in favor of the Warren Bridge 
proprietors* The court being two and two, the chief justice 
(Parker) said, ' as no decree for relief can be passed, there 
will be a decree against the plaintifis, in order that they may 
avail themselves of the right secured by the Constitntux^ «u^ 
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laws, of a revision by the Supreme Court of tlie United 
States where it is highly proper that this question, depending 
as I think it does, mainly on the Constitution of the United 
States, should be ultimately decided.' Accordingly, the 
case was carried to the Supreme Court of the United States 
and was argued at the next term, February, 1830, the last 
week of the term ; the court intending to give their opinion 
at their next meeting ; but in consequence of sickness and 
death from time to time, the six judges who heard the cause 
argued, never assembled together again. At the January 
term of the court, 1837, the cause was again argued before a 
full bench, by Messrs Duiton and Webster for Charles Rivei 
Bridge, and by Messrs Greenleaf and Davis for the Warrei 
Bridge, and decided in favor of the latter. 

This bridge was so far finished by the 25.th of Sept 1828| 
as to admit of persons walking over it, and was opened as a 
public highway, on the 25th of December following. It is « 
more complete and elegant structure than any other bridg 
in Boston. It is placed on 75 piers, about 18 feet from eac 
other, and measuses 1390 feet long ; is 44 feet wide, allowii 
30 feet for the carriage vray, and seven feet on each sir 
which is railed for foot passengers. The floor of the brie 
consists of hewn timber, one foot thick, on which is spr 
four inches of clay, then a layer of gravel six inches, over 
whole surface, and finished by Macadamizing' eight in 
thick ; making the whole thickness of the bridge 30 in« 
This bridge is placed lower than any of the other bri 
that the timbers might be occasionally wet by the hj 
tides, which it is supposed will tend to their preservati< 

The proprietors were granted a toll, the same 
Charles River Bridge, until reimbursed the money ex? 
with five per cent, interest thereon, provided that pe 
not extend beyond the term of six years from the fir 
ing of the bridge ; at which time, (or sooner, if the re 
ment, by the receipt of tolls should permit,) the br 
to revert to the State in good le^^* ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^ 
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ration the proprietors were required to pay one half the sum 
allowed Harvard College, annually, from the proprietors of 
Charles River Bridge. This bridge was declared free 
Ifarch 2, 1836, with a surplus fund on hand, accruing from 
tolls, of $37,437, after paying all expenses of erecting the 
bridge, and keeping the same in repair : since which, the 
interest of the fund has kept the bridge in repair and paid 
expenses. 

WINNISIMMET FEBEY. 

This ferry, which has become an important avenue to the 
city, is between the northerly end of Hanover Street and 
Chelsea, and is one mile and three eighths in length. It is 
the oldest ferry in New England, and is believed to be the 
earliest established in the United States. Its name is de- 
rived from the Indian name of Chelsea. 

There are five steam ferry boats, for the transportation of 
passengers, horses and carriages. Some one of these leaves 
the ways every ten or fifteen minutes from sunrise to 11 
o^clock at night 

KAST BOSTON FEBBY 

Is a short ferry between North and East Boston, established 
by a license from the City (Tovemment in 1835, and is owned 
by an incorporated company. There are three large steam- 
boats, two of which are constantly plying from daylight until 
12 at night, every day in the year. Tolls : For foot passen- 
gers, 4 cents each way, or by tickets, 30 for ll ; yearly 
ticket for a family, consisting of two persons, 18. 

MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

Tlie Medical College, a department of Harvard University, 
in which the several professors give an annual course of lee- 
tures, commencing the last Wednesday in October, is located 
in Ifason Street, directly back of Fayelle ^«JCft. '^iXec^^ 
bmatjr u not a very promiaent chaxtLcUfmXAfi oi iSk^a ^daS^^^ \ 
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•npmoi. There ta ao Aailomical Theatre in the centra; 

dbemicnl labantoTT under it, end inthe south wing ■ lacta 
room for tha proieMor of theory and pimdico of phyno, cap 
ble of holding ISO Btndents. In the weet wing, upon iha fit 
floor, is ■ coDTenieul conaullatiDa rnoia. There is alw ■ 
•zteniiTe AoeMmieal Husenm, adjoining the Theatie, Nvl 
DiBKCting Room contiguous. 




Hu been pronouDccd the finest building in the State. 
BlsDds on ■ ■matl emioeDce open to the lontb, east, andwei 
ItislM feet in length, and 64 in its greatest hreadlh, haiin 
B portico of eghl Iimic columns in front. It is built of Chdnu 
ford granite, the columnB of their Capitals being of the aam 
material. In the centre of the two principal Ginriea are ih 
rooms of tbe officers of the institution. Above these is Ul 
Operating ThaHlre, which ia lighted from the dome. Hi 
vings of tbe building are dinded into wards and Bickroaaii 
Tlie staiteaH and floorings of tbe entries are of atone. 1% 
whole hooae ii supplied with heat by air floes &om Svnmot 
•ad with water by jdpea and a fbning pomp. Tlwb«uitifi 
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Bills irhich surround Boston are seen from erery part of the 
building, and the grounds on the southwest are washed by 
the waters of the lay. The premises have been improved 
by the phmting of ornamental frees and shrubs, and the ''x- 
tension of the gravel walks for those patients whose healtb 
will admit of exercise in the open air. 

Towards the close of the last century a gentleman died in 
Boston, leaving a be<piest in his will of 15000 towards the 
building of a hospital. This circumstance was attended with 
the beneficial efiect of awakening the attention of the public 
to the subject. Nothing however was effected before August^ 
1810, when two physicians living in this town addressed a 
circular, in which the advantages of a hospital were stated^ 
to several gentlemen of Boston, possessed of ample fortunes 
and disposed Uy contribute ta institutions in which the public 
good wss concerned. In the beginning of 1 8 1 1 , 56 gentlemen 
living in different parts of the commonweidth, were incorpo- 
rated by the name of the Massachusetts General Hospital. 
Their charter allowed the corporation to hold property 
to the amount of 130,000 yearly income. It also granted 
to the Hospital a fee simple in the estate of the old 
Province House, on the condition that 6100,000 should be 
raised by subscription within ten years. Little exertion was 
made before the autumn of 1816, when a subscription was 
commenced that was attended with uncommon success. In 
the towns of Boston, Salem, Plymouth, Charlestown, Hing- 
ham and Chelsea (including a few subscriptions in some 
other towns) 1047 individuals subscribed either to the Hos- 
pital or the Asylum for the Insane. More than 200 of these 
contributed $100 or more, and several from SlOOO to $6000, 
and one $20,000. Donations of equal and larger amounts 
have since been made, which have increased the funds of this 
institution, for immediate use and permanent stock, to a 
greater sum than any other among us has realized, excepting 
the University at Cambridge. 

m 18U, the Trustees purchased the estate aXCbKAMjMoim^^ 
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belonging to the late Mr Barrel, formerly called Poplar GfOTe, 
and have there built two brick houses, besides the requisite 
out houses, for an insane hospital. In 1817, they purchased 
four acres in a field at the west end of Boston, called Prince's 
Pasture, and on the 4th day of July, 1818, the comer stone of 
the present Hospital was there laid, in the presence of many 
persons of great dignity in public life, and of a numerous as- 
semblage of citizens. The civil, religious and masonic ser- 
vices w«re performed with such impressive pomp as rendered 
the whole scene truly solemn and interesting. This building 
was so far completed on the first of September, 1621, as to be 
in a fit condition to receive patients* 

All applications must be made to tlM Superintendent for 
the admission of patients to the Hospital, aw^ib atl cases in 
which the patient is able, he or she should appear there in 
person. The application may be made by a friend, between 
8 and 9 o'clock in the morning, on any day ex^pt Sunday. 
The Physicians and Surgeons will not attend to any applica- 
tions respecting the Hospital at their houses, unless in cases 
really urgent. In cases of accident, in which it may be de- 
sirable to carry the patient directly to the Hospital, applica- 
tion for a permit may be made to one of the Trustees, or of 
the Medical ofiicers. Friends are allowed to visit patients in 
the Hospital, on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Satur- 
days, from 12 to 1 o'clock. 

It seems to be generally understood through the country, 
that this institution is the most safe as well as the most eco- 
nomical place of resort in all difiScult and dangerous cases, 
especially such as require operation ; one of the consequences 
of this general sentiment in regard to the Hospital, is, that 
many diseases are presented there which are in their nature 
incurable — whence it has followed, that as the reputation of 
the Institution has increased, the number of cases reported 
incurable or not relieved has also increased. The patients 
under the daily care of skilful, intelligent and eminent sur- 
geons and physicians, aie watched over by faithful and atten- 
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tive nnrses, and in tnith the minor officers and domestics, 
under the vigilant eye of the superintendent and matron, con- 
tinue to give the sick poor ^ all the comfort and relief, with all 
the chances of restoration, which the kindness of friends, or 
the influence of money, could command for those favored 
with both. 

MACLEAN ASYLUM. 

This Asylum for the Insane, was opened to receive board- 
ers, October 1, 1818, under the direction of the Trustees of 
the Massachusetts General Hospital, it being a branch of that 
Institution. It is situated in Charlestown, about one mile 
from Boston, on a. delightful eminence, and consists of an el- 
egant house fcv.t^ Superintendent, with a wing at each end, 
handsomely oooltiructed of brick, for the acconmiodation of 
the inmates. Tliqugh sufficiently near to Boston for the con- 
venience of tl^ visiters and trustees, who generally reside in 
the city, it is not directly on any of its principal avenues, and 
is sufficiently retired tx> aflfwd the quiet and rural serenity, 
which in all cases is found to be conducive to a calm and 
healthy condition of mind. The name of Maclean was given 
to this Hospital in respect of John McLean, Esq., a liberal 
benefacUH* of the Gkneral Hospital. No private dwelling can 
conunand the attention, comfort, cleanliness, watchfulness, 
warmth without danger, and many wholesome indulgences 
and restraints, which buildings constructed for the purpose, 
and attendants accustomed to the kind discharge of their trusty 
Ganaffi>rd. 

UNITED STATES MARINE HOSPITAL. 

This Hospital is situated at Winnisimmet, in Chelsea^ 
about two miles from Boston, and was built in 1827. It is 
intended for the temporary relief of sick and disabled sea- . 
men ; into which all mariners who have paid hospital money 
are admitted, except those who are afflicted with contagious or 
incorable diseases, or insane persons. It is con&Vp;yc\.^QS;. 
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grey granite, is neat and capacious ; and beavtifnllyntnied, 
cammanding a fine view of Boston harbor. 

QUABAMTINE HOSPITAL. 

This Hospital is situated on Rainsford IsUnd in Boston 
barbor, six miles from the city. This Island has been thx 
only regular Quarantine ground since our first settlement, an^ 
its early history, before it became the property of the Com- 
monwealth is but fittle known. It is said ' that Mr Rains- 
ford, from whom it derived its name, purchased it of the In- 
dians, who afterwards ceded it to the colony of Massachusetts* 
The harbor being more safe for Tessek, at Rainsford's thai 
-at any other island, it is probable that this drcumstana 
first induced merchants to fix upon it for that purpose. Be 
fore the colony had any settled laws in relation to epidemic 
or imported malignant diseases, it was customary, from oom 
mon consent, to send sickly ewwa to this island. It contaim 
about eleven acres, and has a high bank on the north anf 
northeast, about 25 feet above high water. All the buildinf 
here, together with the whole island, are devoted to quara 
tine purposes, wad an Widn the control of the city govef 
ment 

There is one large two story dwelling house, which i 
tavern licensed by the authfrities, for the accommodatio 
those who arrive from sea, in which the Island keeper's 
ily reside. There is a well arranged reading room, w 
by the liberality of the editors and publishers of pap 
the city, is fomished during the quarantine months, w 
the principle newspapers in the United States. In tb 
sician*s office, are kept the records of the island, the ; 
and quarantine of vessels, and the medicines for the 
tal. All the second story is divided into sleepinf 
To the southeast of the dwelling house stands a » 
Hospital for colored people, which, though small, w 
modate a large number of patients. The Fever F 
sJerated, and at a distance haa a3[\ «!a ol ^^^^axv 
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long one story bmlding, with wide jutting eves, four feet in 
width, projecting over the doors. Each room is furnished 
with low, single beds, suitable crockery, linen, &c. so that it 
does away the necessity of carrying articles from one apart- 
meDt to another. A splendid stone edifice, three stories in 
front, surrounded by double jnazzas, was erected by the com- 
monwealth in 1832, for the reception of Smallpox patients. 
There is not a more convenient and well constructed building 
of the kind to be found. 

'The Health Officer's residence is a gothic cottage, on a 
beautiful elevation, overlooking the whole establishment. 
There are two wharves, on one of which is a public store ; and 
the other, several hundred feet in length, at which six ves- 
sels may conveniently discharge at the same time, is opposite 
the hide and wool stores, at the west part of the island. 

All the buildings and fences are white, and the gravel 
walks, and great variety pf fruit trees, and well cultivated 
gardens, give the quarantine ground a beautiful as well as a 
highly inviting aspect. 

All the furniture of the hospital, which is of good, but plain 
materials, is owned, and replenished from, time to time, by 
th€ city. On a level point of land, at the southern extremity 
<^the island, and to the southwest of the hospital, are two 
large store houses, in which '^ goods are secured, when 
landed. 

Besides the buildings already enumerated, belonging to the- 
establishment, there is a large workshop for repairing boats 
and their rigging, a boat house, to secure the small boats in 
winter; a smoke house, to fumigate infected clothing, or 
wearing apparel of persons who have died at sea ; a barn and 
other necessary outhouses. 

The quarantine laws of Massachusetts, as enforced in this 
port, are as nearly perfect as could be expected ; the general 
opinion of experienced navigators gives the preference to our 
system and ordinances over all otlieTS. BeivdLe,%>\CY&^XX«ra^% 
atcomiam on the wisdom of our legisVataxe^^iiDii ^<& TfinxAsss^R^ 

9* 
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authorities of the city, who have endeaTored to raise an im- 
passable barrier to foreign contagion, we are sincerely thank- 
ful for the security we enjoy from foreign pestilence, by 
means of these excellent regulations of health. 

The officers, to whom is given the particular management 
of the quarantine on Rainsford Island, are first, the Resident 
Physician. tVcMn the 15th of June till the 15th of September, 
he is obliged to reside permanently on the Island. An island 
keeper, with a salary of 350 dollars fn»n the city, and 40 dol- 
lars and 10 cords of wood, yearly, from the commonwealth, 
takes charge of all the property which is landed. He is also 
chosen by the City Council annually. During the particular 
quarantine months, the police of the island is entirely vested 
in the Resident Fhjrsician, who detains vessels no longer than 
is necessaiy for ventilatioa ; and discharges them whenever, 
in his best judgment, he believes they can proceed to the 
city without diusger to the inhabitants. A red flag is hoisted 
on an eminence, and all the inward bound pilots are instruct- 
ed to bring all vessels, coming from ports within the tropics, 
into the quarantine roads, for the physician's examination and 
passport. 

Till 1824, the quarantine months were from May to Octo- 
ber ; since that period the time is fixed from the 16th of June 
till the 15th of September, though vessels, having contagious 
diseases on board, are obliged to go into quarantine at all 
seasons, and the physician is also obliged to attend at the 
Hospital. 

A daily journal is kept of all occurrences on the Island, and 
the names of persons who have permits to land from the city 
clerk, are carefully recorded. Dr. J- Y. C. Smith has been 
the Quarantine Physician since 1826. 

TRADE AND COMMERCE. 

The merchants of Boston have been particularly distin- 
guished for their commercial enterprise ; and this gave an 
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early importance to the place. With the exception of New 
York, a greater amount of shipping is owned and more mar- 
itime business transacted here than in any other place in the 
United States ; and there are probably few cities in the world 
where there is so much wealth in proportion to the popula- 
tion. The trade received from an extensive inland country, 
is very great, the facilities for approaching the city being im- 
proved by means of excellent roads, a canal and four exten- 
sive railroads. 

WHARVES. 

Nearly the whole peninsula of Boston h bounded by 
wharves and piers, which are near 200 in nnmber,*and many 
of them very extensive, being nearly three farlongs in length. 
These are provided with spacious stores and warehouses, 
with every convenience for the safe noooring jnd security of 
vessels. 

LONG WHASF 

Is the oldest and longest wharf in Boston. The stores are 
extensive and are built of brick. Near the centre of this 
wharf, on the south side, is an excellent well of fresh water^ 
which afibrds a great convenience for the supply of vessels. 

INDIA WHABP. 

The building of this wharf was conmienced in 1805, while 
the improvements in Broad Street were making. India 
Street, extending from India Wharf to the head of Long 
Wharf was the next improvement, and was finished in 
1809. 

CENTBAL WHABP 

Was completed in the year 1816. It extends into the harbor, 
from India Street, about midway between Long and India 
Wharves, and is 1240 feet in length, and 150 in width. There 
are 64 stores on this wharf, four stories higlv. TiViCtftSs^^ 
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spadous ^lall in the centre, over which is erected an elegant 
observatory. The stores are fifty feet in width, and stand in 
the middle of the wharf, so that there is, on either side, the 
best of accommodation for the landing and delivery of mer- 
chandise. It has been remarked, that for extent, convenience 
and elegance combined, Central Wharf is not exceeded by 
any in the commercial world. 

THE MARINE TELEGRAPH OBSEBVATOBY, 
Centra] Wharf. 

Telegraph operations have long been considered of primary 
importance in Europe ; few seaports only in this country have 
as yet attempted similar establishments; the advantages 
that have resulted are so generally known and appreciated, 
that a recapitulation is unneceMpry. To enable vessels to 
communicate intelligence to each other with ease when they 
are at sea, and to the shore when they are approaching it, 
and to announce their arrival in our bay, are objects of pri- 
mary importance. The marine telegraphic flags, under the 
direction of Mr J. R. Parker of this city, are six in number , 
arranged in the following order. 



ppuppp 
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In addition to these six there is a single flag, called 
the conversation flag, which is used for no other pur- 
pose than to express a desire to make a conmiunication from 
one vessel to another. They are to be of no other color than 
blue and whiter and they will, when hoisted singly or in com- 
bination, express words, phrases and sentences, and are capa- 
ble of 9330 changes, as contained in a numerical telegraphic 
dictionary, combining great comprehension, power and des- 
patch, being applicable to naval, political and civil purposes. 
Among the advantages derived from the use'of the telegraph 
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flags are the following. Vessels meeting at sea, as long as 
they continue within visible distance, withcmt altering their 
eonrse, can communicate any species of istelligence, either 
their names, from what port they sailed, what voyage they 
have had, what vessels they have left in port, or that had 
preceded them, and particularly relative to what vessels thej 
may have fallen in with, if in want o{ provisions, stores, as> 
sbtance or information, their latitude and longitude, casual- 
ties, or any observations they may have made during the voy- 
age. With these facilities, no ship master ought to go to 
sea without providing his vessel with such ample means of 
conmiunicating and conversing in a language that is becom- 
ing universal on the ocean. 

Connected with the foregoing system, "Mr Parker has pub- 
Irahed a book, entitled The United States Telegraph Vocab' 
tUary, comprising above twelve thousand phrases, sentences 
and words, intended as an Appendix to the Matrvne Telegraph 
Signal Book, wherein is embodied the Holyhead numerals. 
This adjunct wDl be obviously beneficial, and must be con- 
sidered of much importance to the interests of British and 
American commerce. The harbor operations from the ob - 
aervatory have undergone a vast improvement by the adop- 
tion of the new Semaphoric Telegraph, consisting of two 
arms and an indicator at the top, to denote the letter of the 
alphabet from whence the communication proceeds, each of 
which arms revolves into six distinct positions, to correspond 
with the six distinctions in the telegraphic flags. This is an 
original invention, combining simplicity of plan, with cer- 
tainty and celerity in its executions- The name of the vessels 
her passage, and the port from whence she came, is commu- 
nicated from the pilot boats in the bay, to the outer station^ 
located upon Point Alerton Hill at Nantasket, from thence 
to the repeating station at George's Island, or to the maritime 
station at Rainsford Island, thence to the observatory on 
Central Wharf, all which communications axe immediately 
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transmitted to the City Hall Reading Room, to the Insorance 
Offices, and to the owners of the vessels thus announced. 

The patrons to the telegraph establishment expecting ves- 
sels from foreign ports, are furnished with telegraph designa- 
ting numbers, which are displayed at the Observatory as 
soon as they make their appearance in the bay. Sets of flags 
at a trifling expense, with a designating number and a signal 
book, are supplied to vessels, whose names are thereby de- 
signated, and are transmitted to the respective agents in the 
several seaports throughout the Union, and by them inserted 
in all the signal books extant ; consequently, when two ves- 
sels are in sig^t of each other at sea, they can report them- 
selves by displaying their designating numbers. 

The above establishment was put into operation in 1823 ; 
its utility is very manifest, and it is not merely in a mercan- 
tile but natimuU point of view, that the Marine Telegraph 
should be regarded. Alrendy Jifleen hundred sail of vessels 
have adopted this system, and it is said by those capable of 
judging, that this establishment is under better regulations 
and more extensively used than any other in the United 
States. 

In connection with this establishment, Mr Parker, the 
superintendent, has a Telegraphic Repeating Station on the 
cupola of the City Hall, to designate and give the following 
information, by hoisting flags and balls. 

A red and yellow conversation flag at the south side of the 
cupola, denotes the arrival of the Southern Land Mail ; and 
bkbck baUs hoisted here, tell the arrival of ships in the har- 
bor, and for barques white balls are used. To denote the 
arrival of the New York| Steam Boat Mail, a white fag is 
displayed on the north side of the cupola ; — black balls are 
also used here to give the arrival of brigs 

In cases of fire, red and yellow balls are displayed here to 
give information as follows : 

Fire in the southeastern section of the city, denoted by a 
red and yellow ball on the southeast comer of the cupola. 
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Fire in the southwestern section of the city, denoted 
by a red and yellow baU upon the southwest comer of the 
cupola. 

Fire in the northwestern section of the city, denoted by 
a red and yellow ball upon the northwest comer of the 
cupola. 

Fire in the northwestern section of the city, denoted by 
a red and yellow ball upon the northeast comer of the 
cupola. 

MERCANTILE WHABF. 

This might more properly be termed a street, and is that 
which ranges in front of the harbor, between the City Wharf 
and Commercial Wharf. Warehouses have been erected on 
the northwest side nearly its whole len^h, and it has now be- 
come a place of considerable business. This wharf was 
made by the Mercantile Wharf Corporation, in the years 
1828 and 1 829. By it the northern extremity of the city is 
brought almost into contact with the centre. 

lewis' whabf 

Has also been a place of considerable trade. It has been 
made Taluable in consequence of the great improvement, 
which has raised a new wharf and street between it and the 
City Market Wharf. 

COMMERCIAL WHABF. 

This wharf lies between Winnisimmet Ferry and Charles 
River Bridge, and was built and owned by the late Wil- 
liam Gray, who was the largest ship owner in the United 
States. 

THE MARINE RAILWAYS, 

Built near the North Battery Wharf, have been in successful 
operation since November 22, 1826, aficNrding facilities for 
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the repairs of large vessels ; and from which those mteresfted 
in navigation experience considerable saving and accommo- 
-datiun. To give some idea of the despatch here afforded, 
it is only necessary to state the fact, that the ship ArbeUa, 
"of 404 tons register, was drawn on the ways in Febrvuuy, 
18t7, and coppered in siMten working hours. 

ISLANDS IN BOSTON HARBOR. 

The islands in Boston harbor are delightful resorts for eiti* 
sens and strangers during the hot summer weather. If thm 
«re natural beauties — romantic elevations, or silent and wild 
retreats, in the vicinity of Boston, worth the poet's and phi* 
loeopher's attention, they are in the harbor ; but to be ad* 
mired they most be seen. These ishmds are gradually wtev- 
ing away, and where large herds of oattle were pastured aizt] 
years ago, the ocean now rolls its angry billows, and laslM 
with an overwhelming surge the last remains of earth. 
From the appearance which the islands present at this pari- 
od, these were once round, or in other words, were neail] 
<drcular at the base, and rose above the water like a dome 
but the northern blasts, in connexion with the terrible fovoi 
of the tides accompanying such storms, have complete 
washed away every oQe of them upon the north side, in sad 
a manner that they actually appear like half an island,— 
having had a vertical section, and hence there is a perpendic 
ular bank hcing the norths while the south and west gradn 
ally slope to the edge. To the east, the tide has made somi 
destructi(m, but it bears no proportion to the north. Thii 
peculiarity is observable in all the islands wliich have soil 
Towards the outer light house, the islands are almost banei 
ledges of rocks, — having been washed of the earth from timi 
immemorial. It is on the northeastern sides, that the mot 
danger is to be apprehended. Thompson's Island, l3ring be 
tween the Castle and Moon Head, is secured by natural btr 
riers, as the fimrmer receives and resists the force of the tkk 
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be&re it reaches Thompson's ; but Long Island, although de- 
fended in a measure by Rainsford, Grallop, George's and 
Lovel's Islands, has lost considerable soil, Spectacle Island, 
so called from its supposed resemblance to a pair of specta^ 
cles, is sifting away by slow degrees, and nothing will pre- 
vent it. 

oeosge's island. 

This island is the key to the harbor, — commanding the 
open sea, affording one of the best places for fortifications of 
•ny among the number. There is an elevation on the east 
and northeast, nearly 50 feet above high water mark, iu some 
places, with an e&<9y ascent towards the south and southwest 
to the channel. This is the property of the United States. 
Fifty thousand dollars have been expended by Government for 
bailding a sea wall on the northeast. A trench was dug at 
the foot, below the low water mark, in which the foundation 
has been laid. This was made of split stone, of great weight, 
and bolted together with copper. We have never seen any 
masonry that would compare with it, in point of strength 
and workmanship. On this, a second wall has been erected, 
equally formidable, on which the artillery is to be mounted 
Under the superintendence of Capt. Smith, whose good judg- 
ment has been exercised from the beginning, we may expect 
a fort in the outer harbor that will bid defiance to all the 
ships of war that ever sailed. 

CASTLE ISLAND, 

On which stands Fort Independence, was selected as the 
most suitable place for a fortress for the defence of the har- 
bor, as early as 1633. It was built at first with mud walls, 
which soon fell to decay, and was afterwards rebuilt with 
pine trees and earth. In a short time, this also became use- 
less, and a small castle was built with brick walls, and had 
three rooms in it ; a dwelling room, a lodging room over it, 
and a gun room over that* The erection of this castU^gKi^ 
10 
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rise to the present name of the island. Great improvements 
are in progress here, by the United States' government. 

governor's island, 

Lies about one mile north of Castle Island, and was first 
called Conant's Island. It was demised to Gov. Winthrop 
in 1632, and for many years after, was called the Governor's 
garden. It is now in the possession of James Winthrop, 
Esq., a descendant of the first governor, excepting a part con- 
veyed by him to the United States, for the purpose of con- 
tructing a fortress now called Fort Warren. Its situation 
is very commanding, and in some respects superior to Castle 
Island. 

noddle's island 

Was first occupied by Samuel Maverick. He was on it when 
the settlement of Boston commenced. He built a fort in 
which he mounted four cannon, and afterwards had a grant 
of it from the General Court. In 1814, a strong fortress was 
built on this island by the citizens, and called Fort Strong, in 
honor of the governor. This island is now known by the 
name of East Boston. 

POINT SHIRLT 

Formerly had the name of Pulling Point. The name which 
it now bears was given it by the proprietors, as a mark of 
respect to the late Gov. Shirly. 

DEER ISLAND 

Is a delightful island, and is owned and leased by the city. 
It was formerly a place of great resort in the summer sea- 
son for parties of pleasure. Here is a large and convenient 
house, with a spacious ball room and other conveniences, for ' 
the accommodation of visiters. The general government for 
several years past have been building a sea wall round it of a 
formidable character. The first appropriation of Congress 
towards the object was eightyseven thousand dollars. 
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LIGHT-HOUSE ISLAND, 



Was known for many years by the name of Beacon Island. 
The first light house was erected in 1715. Pilots are estab- 
lished at this place, provided with excellent boats, and a piece 
of artillery to answer signal guns. 

Thompson's island. 

This is a promontory, nearly a mile and a half long, jutting 
into the harbor, opposite Spectacle Island. The Boston Farm 
School Association have purchased this island, and establish- 
ed here their Farm School. 

nix's mate 

Is an irregular, barren and rocky base of an island, between 
Gallop and Long Island Head, almost entirely concealed at 
high water. There is a beacon of split stone in the centre, 
nearly forty feet square, fastened together by copper bolts, 
which perfectly secures it from the tremendous force of the 
waves in times of northeasterly gales. To speak more defi- 
nitely, the shape is a parallelogram, the sides being 12 feet 
high, and ascended by stone steps on the south side. On the 
top of this, is a six-sided pyramid of wood, 20 feet high, 
with one window to the south. This is the conspicuous 
part of the beacon, and serves as a prominent warning to 
seamen, to keep from the dangerous shoal on which it 
stands. At low tide, more than an acre of land is visible, 
and at high tide, only small boats can sail to the monu- 
ment. A very aged gentleman states, that he can remem- 
ber when Nix's Mate was a verdant ^island, on which a 
lai^ number of sheep were pastured. Fortyfive years ago, 
although the soil is now completely gone, there was pas- 
turage for 60 head of sheep, entirely above high water 
mark. 
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Tradition says, that the master of a vetsel whose name 
was Niz, was murdered by his mate, and bmied on this 
island, some century and a half ago. The mate was executed 
for the horrid crime, but declared he was innocent of the 
murder, and prophesied that the island, as an evidence of his 
innocence, would be entirely washed away. He was exe- 
cuted nearly on the spot where the pyramid is erected. The 
total disappearance of the land, above water, has led many to 
believe the truth of his assertion— that he was unjustly put 
to death. The circumstance wet handed down from one gen- 
eration to another, till the erectifltt «f the beacon, when by 
general consent, among seamen, it took the name of Nix's 
Mate. It was the custom about a century ago to hang 
pirates in chains on this island, to strike a terror to sailors as 
they come into port, that the influence might deter them from 
the commission of such wickedness. 



BOSTON CHURCHES. 

The towering domes and lofty spires, which mark the 
numerous temples dedicated to public worship, constitute a 
pleasing variety in the view of the city, whether it is ap- 
proached by land or water. They have been the scenes of 
many interesting events, and with their history are blended 
many tender associations and animating recollections. Whea 
religion shall become the glory of all lands, 'the glory of the 
children ' of Boston, shall be ' their fathers.' 

Our capital has not indeed been unmindful of the advan* 
tages which she has in this respect possessed ; nor of her 
corresp(Mident obligations. It would be difficult to point to 
any section of Christendom, where the ministers of the goa- 
pel have been uniformly treated with greater attention, respect 
and affection. So notorious is the truth of this remark, that 
Boston has long been proverbially characterized as The Par- 
adise of CXergymen, May this continue to be her glory; 
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and may she bring forth in more and more copious harvests, 
the best fruits of religious institutions, inherited from our 
fathers, nurtured with pious care, and blessed with the smiles 
of a benignant Providence ! 

PIBST CHURCH — CHAUNCY PLACE. 

ConaUtuted July 30, 1630. 
MiniBtera Seitlement Exit Aga'*' 

1 John Wilson Aug. 27, 1630 Aug. 7, 1667 78 

2 John Cotton Oct. 10,1633 Dec. 15, 1652 67 
8 John Norton July 23, 1 666 A p. 5, 1 663 57 

4 John Davenport Dec. 9, 1668 Mar- 12, 1670 73 

5 James Allen Dec. 9, 1668 Sept. 22, 1710 78 

6 John Oxenbridge Ap. 10, 1671 Dec. 28, 1674 65 

7 Joshua Moodeyt May 3, 1684 1692 — 

8 JohnBaileyt July 7, 1693 Dec. 12, 1697 54 

9 Benj. Wads worth Sept. 8, 1696 June 16, I725t 86 

10 Thomas Bridge May 10, 1705 Sept. 26, 1715 58 

11 Thomas Foxcroft Nov. 20, 1717 June 16, 1769 73 

12 Ch.Chauncy.D. D. Oct. 25, 1727 Feb. 10, 1787 82 

13 John Clarke, D. D. July 8, 1778 April 1, 1798 43 

14 Wm. Emerson, Oct. 16, 1799 M!iayl2,1811 42 

15 John L. Abbott. July 14, 1813 Oct. 17, 1814 31 

16 N. L. Frothingham, D.D. March 15, 1815 

The house now occupied by this Church, in Chauncy 
Place, is their fourth place of worship. The first, which 
was built in 1632, stood on the South side of State Street, 
probably on the spot occupied by the Dawes^ Building ^ so 
called, on the southeast comer of State and Devonshire 
streets. That was sold 1 640, and a new house erected on the 
plat which is now covered by the block of buildings, called 
Joy's buildings, opposite the' head of State Street. This 
house was burnt in the great fire, October 2d, 1711. The 
next was a large brick edifice, erected on the same spot, 
which being the first regular church built of brick obtained 

t When the age is giren or left blank in this eolamii, it will be understood that 
the minister died in office ; when a dash is used, that he withdrew. 

t Theee were Auistant Ministers. 

tDismitMdto becomfe Preaident of Harrard College; died March lA^Vl^v 
•t.68. 

10* 
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io time the name of the Old Brick. It Temained, a monu- 
ment of the fidthful labor of former generations, mitil the year 
1808, the last service in it having been performed on the 17th, 
and the first in the present house on the 21st of July, in that 
year. 

The Church in Chauncy Place is so called, from the cir- 
cumstance of its being built on a piece of ground once culti- 
vated as a garden by the celebrated Dr Chauncy, formerly a 
pastor of the society. The building is of brick, 70 by 76 feet, 
and is finished in an elegant style. It has a basement story 
which is occupied for school rooms, vestry, &c. Over the 
front door is a marble tablet with inscriptions relative to tht 
history of the church. The present sentiments of the first 
church are Unitarian. 

As early as the settlement of Mr Cotton, the JF\fih Day 
or ThvTsdxiy Lectures were preached, and have been regularly 
continued ever since by the Boston Ministerial Association, 
with the exception of about ten months in '75 and '76. The 
matrimonial contracts in the city are made known at these 
lectures by the City Clerk, who attends here every Thursday 
to publish the bans of matrimony. 

SECOND CHUSCH. 

Old North and New Brick Churches united. 

Old North •enstitated Jane 5, 1310— New Brick coiuUtated May 23, I71S- 

United Jane 87, 1779. 

Ministera of Old North Settlement Exit Ags 

1 John Mayo* Nov. 9, 1655 Ap. 15, 1673 — 

2 Incr. Mather, D. D. May 27, 1664 Aug. 23, 1723 86 

3 Cotton Mather, D. D. May 13, 1684 Feb. 13, 1728 66 

4 Joshua Gee Dec. 18, 1723 May 22, 1748 50 
f Samuel Mather, D.D. June 21, 1732 Oct.23, 1741t — 

'*'Previoualy to Mr Mayo'a induction, pablic Mrrlcea had been maintained bj Bdr 
Michael Powel, whom the ehurch would have Mttled at their piutor, if tha civil 
magistrates would have consented. Mr Mayo withdrew in consequence of bii 
age and iofirmlties, and removed to Yarmouth, where h« died, May, 1C76. 

t Dr Matbwr wa« diamiiHAd to form another church. He died Jone 8T» ITSSf 
ct. 79. 
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MiDislen of Old North Settlement Exit Ag« 

6 Saml. Checkley, Jr. Sept. 3, 1747 Mar. 19, 1763 44 

7 JohnLathrop, D. D. May 18, 1768 Jan. 4, 1816 77 

New Brick 

8 William Waldron May 23, 1722 Sept. 20, 1727 31 

9 William Weisteed Mar. 27, 1728 Sept. 29, 1753 58 

10 Ellis Gray Sept. 27, 1738 Jan. 17, 1753 37 

11 Eben'r Pemberton Mar. 6, 1754 Sept. 15, 1777 72 

12 Henry Ware, Jr. D. D. Jan'y 1, 1817 Oct. 4, 1830 — 

13 R. Waldo Emerson Mar. 11, 1829 Oct. 23, 1832 — 

14 C. Robbins 

The Old North was located at the head of the North 
Square. The first building, erected in 1 649, was destroyed 
by fire Nov. 27, 1676. It was rebuilt of wood the next year, 
and then stood a century, till it was pulled down by order of 
Gren. Howe, for fuel for the refugees and tories, Jan. 16, 1776. 
The lot of land afterwards became the property of Rev. Dr. 
Lathrop, who built upon it the house fronting south on North 
Square. 

The New Brick is the oldest meeting house in the city. 
It was dedicated May 10, 1721. The interior was altered in 
1828, so as to assume more of a modem style. It has recent- 
ly undei^ne a thorough repair which gives it a very neat 
appearance. It stands on Hanover Street, on a rising ground^ 
near the comer of Richmond Street. The founders of this 
branch of the society which was the seventh Congregational, 
originally seceded from the fifth, or New North. The 
present sentiments of the Church are Unitarian. 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH. 
CoiisUtated May 88, 1665. 
Miniatert Seitleiaent Exit Aga 

1 Thomas Gould 1665 Oct. 1676 

3 John Miles 

3 John Russell July 23, 1679 Dec. 24, 1680 

4 Isaac Hull 

6 JohnEmblen 1684 Dec. 9, 1702 

6 Ellis Callender 1708 - 1728? 

7 Elisha Callender May 21, 1718 Mar. 31, 1738 

8 Jera. Condy Feb. 14, 1730 A\ifSTi%\^ VI fA 
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Miniiten Settlement Exit Age 

9 Saml. Stillman, D.D. Jan. 9, 1765 Mar. 12, 1807 70 

10 Joseph Clay Aug. 19, 1807 Oct. 27, 1809 — 

11 James M. Winchell Mar. 13, 1814 Feb. 22, 1820 28 

12 Fra. Wayland, D. D. Aug. 22, 1821 Sept. 10, 1826 — 

13 Cyrus P. Grosvenor Jan. 24, 1827 Sept. 24, 1830 — 

14 William Hague Feb. 4, 1830 
16 R. H. Neale Sept 27, 1837 

The history of this church is most intimately connected 
with that of the progress of religious liberty in Massachusetts. 
It was constituted in Charlestown, on the 28th of May, 1665. 
The individuals who founded it, had held meetings for re- 
ligious worship on Sabbath days for several years preceding. 
For thus deviating from the order of the established church, 
they were severely fined, and othervtrise afilicted by the civil 
authorities. They then retreated to a private dwelling on 
Noddle's Island. At that place they continued their meet- 
ings regularly on Sabbath days for a considerable length of 
time, when they resolved to build themselves a meeting 
house. In this they succeeded by avoiding the suspicion of 
their opposers, until their house was publicly dedicated on the 
1 5th of February, 1 679. 

The opening of this meeting house so offended the civil 
authorities, that on the 8th day of March, 1680, they caused 
the doors to be nailed up, and the following notice to be 
posted on them. 

' All persons are to take notice, that by order of the court, 
the doors of this house are shut up, and that they are inhib- 
ited to hold any meeting, or to open the doors thereof with- 
out license from authority, till the General Court take 
further order, as they will answer the contrary at their 
peril.* 

Dated at Boston, 8th March, 1680. 

Edwabd Rawson, Secretary. 

The church held public worship in the yard in front of the 
meeting house on the succeeding Sabbath, soon afler which 
the Grovemment ordered the doors to be again opened. But 
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they now resolved to use more effectaal means to crash this 
infant church. Many of its members were harassed, fined 
and imprisoned. Its first three pastors were at different 
times kept in close confiement. Mr Thomas Gould, the first 
pastor, for maintaining his own opinions in matters of re- 
ligion, was imprisoned for nearly three years. But these 
prejudices and fears, entertained by the friends of the estab- 
lished church, began at length to subside ; and in the year 
1718, the feeling of toleration had made such advances, that 
several of the most distinguished of the Congregational cler- 
gymen in Boston assisted in the ordination of Mr Elisha 
Callender, who was the sixth pastor settled over this church. 
Their first meeting house, was erected by the side of what 
was then called the mill-pond. This spot is now covered by 
a block of brick buildings, on the north side of StiUman 
Street, between Salem and Pond streets. This house stood 
until the year 1771, when it was replaced by a new one of 
wood, which was afterwards considerably enlarged. The 
last meeting held in this house was on the 14th June, 1829. 
In 1828, the church and society erected their present meeting 
house, at the comer of Union and Hanover streets, whidi 

was dedicated June 18, 1829. 
The vestry room which is in the basement story, is 56 feet 

in length and 38 in width, and is furnished with settees suf- 
ficient to aconmiodate 300 or 400 persons. The floor of the 
house above the basement, which contains 106 pews, is gained 
by an easy flight of stairs. The pews are lined with crimson, 
and stufi*ed similar to a sofa, and furnished with carpets, 
cushions, book racks, kc. The ends of the pews are finished 
with scroll arms, and the doors are several inches lower than' 
the backs of the pews, so that they appear like rows of sofiis 
in perfect uniformity. 

The pulpit is of mahogany, neatly finished, and surmounted 
by a large crimson silk damask curtain. Immediately in 
front of the pulpit, and connected with it, is the Baptistery ; 
the top of which is even with that of the pews. It is so «&<- 
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Hated, that eveiy person in the house nuiy see the ordinance 
performed when seated in their p^ws. 

The ceiling is a regular arch, having a spring of about six 
feet, the entire length of the house. From the centre is sus- 
pended the cut glass chandelier. Two skylights, thirtysix 
feet in dreumference, one between the chandelier and pulpit, 
and the other on the opposite side, admit the l^ht through 
the ceiling. 

In the centre of each circular sash in the ceiling is a swing- 
ing sash, nine feet in circumference, which is opened for the 
purpose of ventilation. The house is crowned by a hand- 
some tower, whicih contains a bell of about sixteen hundred 
pounds weight. 

That part of the basement story which fronts on Hanover 
Street is fitted into five handsome stores, and rent for some- 
thing over $1500 per annum. This house and the land cost 
144,000. 

OLD SOUTH CHURCH. 
Conatituted May 18, 1689. 

Minialen Settlement Exit Agt 

1 Thomas Thatcher Feb. 16, 1670 Oct. 16, 1678 63 

2 Samuel Willard Ap. 10, 1678 Sept. 12, 1707 66 

3 Eben'r Pemberton Aug. 28, 1700 Feb. 13, 1717 45 

4 Jos. Sewall, D.D. Sept. 16, 1713 June 27, 1769 80 
6 Thomas Prmce Oct. 1,1718 Oct. 22, 1768 72 

6 Alexander Gumming Feb. 25, 1761 Aug. 25, 1763 37 

7 Samuel Blair, D. D. Nov. 19, 1766 Oct. 10, 1769* — 

8 John Bacon Sept. 25, 1771 Feb. 8, 1775t — 

9 John Hunt Sept. 26, 1771 Dec. 20, 1776 31 

10 Jos. Eckley, D. D. Oct. 27, 1779 April 30, 1779 61 

11 Joshua Huntington May 18, 1808 Sept. 11, 1819 34 
'12 B. B. Wisner, D. D. Feb. 21, 1821 Nov. 12. 1832 

13 S. H. Steams 

14 George W. Blagden 

It is somewhat remarkable that the Old South as well as 
the First and the first Baptist Churches were all organized at 

• RcT. Dt Blair retired to PenntylTania. 
t Rev. Mr Bacon died Not. US3, at. 88. 
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their outset in Gharlestown. Although the founders of the 
Old South were Congp^gationalists, there was sufficient in* 
formality in their gathering, to cause a public proclamation 
against them,' when they undertook to set up their house. 
No decisive measures were taken to prevent them, and they 
therefore went forward with their building. It was of wood, 
on the spot now occupied by the Society, at the comer of Milk 
and Washington streets. That house was taken down, 
March 3, 1729, and on April 26, 1730, the new house, which 
is the present building, was opened for public worship. The 
inside of it was entirely destroyed by the British dragoons, 
who took possession of it, Oct. 27, 1775, for the purpose of 
a riding school. After the seige was raised, the Old South 
people improved the Stone Chapel till their house was put 
into repair. It is probably the most capacious house in the 
city, and is the one selected for the celebration of religious 
services on the anniversary of the Artillery Ejection and In- 
dependence. Sentiments of the Old South Church, Cal- 
vinistic. 

king's chapel. 

Epiieopal Society formed June 16, 1686. 
Miniitera Settlement £xit Ag« 

1 Robert Ratclifie 1686 — 

2 Robert Clarke 1686 — 

3 Sam'l Myles June 29, 1639 Mar. 1, 1728 

4 George Hatton 1693 July, 1696 — 

5 Christopher Bridge Mar. 5, 1699 Oct. 1, 1706 — 

6 Henry Harris April, 1709 Oct. 6, 1729 — 

7 Roger Price June 25, 1729 Nov. 21, 1746 — 

8 Thomas Harward April, 1731 April^5, 1736 

9 Addingt. Davenport April 16, 1737 May 8, 1740 — 

10 Stephen Roe 1741 1744 — 

11 Henry Caner, D. D. April II, 1747 Mar. 17, 1776 — 

12 Charles Brockwell 1747 Aug. 20, 1765 — 

13 John Troutbeck 1755 Nov. 1755 — 

After the revolution, the remaining proprietors of the 
« Chapel adopted a Unitarian Liturgy, which they continue to 
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use, while they retain also some of the forms of the Church 
of England. They have had one Rector and two associate 
ministers, namely : — 

14 James Freeman, D. D. Oct. 20, 1782 Nor. 15, 1836* 7& 
16 &L9Uiel Cary Jan. 1,1809 Oct 82, 1816 30 

1 6 Fv ".Wi. Greenwood Aug. 29, 1 824 



.•;■ 



Rev. Dr Freeman commenced Reader on the day above 
named, and received ordination as Rector Nov. 18, 1787. 
The first chapel, founded in 1688, was a wooden building, of 
much sm^er dimensions than the present, which was opened 
for divine service, Aug. 21 , 1764. 

The exterior of this edifice is extremely plain, being entire- 
ly of unhammered stone. The tower is ornamented by a 
colonnade of large wooden pillars, and the whole presents the 
appearance of massy grandeur suited to distinguish in former 
days the place of worship for the public functionaries. In 
the interior, the Governor's pew was formerly distinguished 
above the rest, but was taken down a few years since. 
The style of architecture is of the Corinthian order. There 
are several monumental marbles, which add to the interest 
with which the church is visited. It is now the only 
house in which the old faishion of square pews is re- 
tained, t , 

aiTAKEBS' MEETIKG. 

From the year 1664 to 1808, the society of Friends held 
regular meetings in Boston They built the first brick 
meeting-hou^e in the town, in Brattte Street, and another 
of similar materials, in Congress Street. The former was 
sold in 1708, the latter was erected prior to 1717, and stood 
till April, 1826, when the building was sold and demol- 

*■ Dr Freeman died at hii reiiJence at Newton, in the 54th jev of Ub miai«ti7. 

t For a ntore and full account of this cbnreh the reader ia referred to ReT, F. 
W. P. Greenwood'a interettiof hiftory of th« * King's Chapel.' 




t.ir&'ttira nuririLUi. •SiHditiJ-i-i' u'MUJissfiiti. 



PICTURE OP BOSTON. 117 

ished.* Connected with this house was a burial ground, 
in which the dead of the society were interred. Their 
remains were removed to Lynn in the summer of 1826. 
The land was sold in 1827, and the stone building now 
rented for the Boston Type Foundry, opposite the west 
end of Lindall Street, occupies the site of the old church. 
The society has since erected a very neat stone edifice in 
Milton Place. The number of Friends resident in Boston 
are very few, and consequently meetings are only held 
here occasionally. 

BRATTLB STBEET CHUBCH. 
Conttitnted Deo. 12, 1699. 

Minigteri Seitlement £xU Ag« 

1 Benjamin Colman, D. D. Aug. 4,1699 Aug. 29, 1747 73 

2 William Cooper May 23, 1716 Dec. 13, 1743 60 

3 Samuel Cooper May 22, 1746 Dec. 20, 1783 68 

4 Peter Thacher Jan. 12, 1785 Dec. 16, 1802 61 

5 J. S. Buckminster Jan. 30, 1805 June 9, 1812 28 

6 Edward Everett ' Feb. 9, 1814 Mar. 6, 1816 — 

7 John G. Palfrey June 17, 1818 May 22, 1830 — 

8 Samuel K. Lotnrop June 18, 1834 

This society originated in a desire, on the part of its 
founders, to extend the privilege of voting in the choice of 
a minister to every baptized adult, who contributed to the 
maintenance of worship, instead of limiting it, as it had 
hitherto been in othor churches, to the communicants 
alone. They adopted some other customs, at variance 
with the general usage, such as permitting the minister to 
read at his discretion some part of the Holy Scriptures in pub- 
lic worship, and receiving persons to the communion without 
relation of their experience. They published a manifesto or 
declaration of their principles and designs, which gained them 
the name of the Tnardfesto church. Their ' pleasant new 

't^At thii period fean were entertaioed that the eocietx woald become eztioct in 
Boston, a« did the French ProteaUnt Chnrch, which originated here in 1686. Aa a 
matter or record, it ahoold be atated that this society bailt a bricic church in School 
Street, on land adjoining the Universal meeting-bouse on the east : had two p^a- 
tors— RsT Pan! Daille, who ditd May 90, 1715. st. <6. and R«<« . kndx«« Va 
Mtrcier. The society was discontinned in 1748, aod aoYa ^}ti^T Y^q^ia \n %,«.«« 
congrMation. Mr LeMercier Jired till Much 81, VKHy mA ax\a.Vb»^NA>^'^n»- 
jsar of his a^ 

u 
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built church ' was erected on Brattle's close, and opened 
for worship Dec. 24, 1699. It was a wooden building, 
with window frames of iron. It was taken down in May, 
and the comer-stone of the present building laid in June, 
1772, and the house opened Jaly 25, 1773. 

Governors Hancock and Bowdoin were liberal benefac- 
tors of this society. The name of the former was in- 
scribed on one of the rustic quoins at the southwest comer 
of the building. The British soldiery defaced it, and the 
stone remains in the condition in which they left it. A 
similar inscription, unmutilated, appears on one of the 
rastic quoins at the southwest comer of the tower; and 
on one in the northwest corner, the name of Dr John 
Greenleaf appears, who, with Gk)v. Bowdoin, advanced the 
money for refitting the church, it having been improved 
as a barrack, during the seige. A shot, which was sent 
from the American army, at Cambridge, strack the tower 
on the night preceding the evacuation of the town. It 
was picked up and preserved, and is now fastened in the 
spot where it strack. Gen. Grage's head qoarters were in 
the house opposite. Brattle Street Church is Unitirian in 
sentiment. 

NEW NOETH CHUBCH* 
ConiUtoted May 0, 1714. 

Min!aten Settlement Exit Ag9 

1 John Webb Oct. 20, 1714 April 16, 1750 62 

2 Peter Thacher Jan. 28, 1720 Feb. 26, 1739 62 

3 Andrew Eliot, D. D. Ap. 14, 1742 Sept. 13,1778 59 

4 John Eliot, D. D. Nov. 3, 1779 Feb. 14, 1813 59 

5 Francis Parkman Dec. 8, 1813 

The project of forming a new society at the north part 
of the town originated with seventeen substantial mechanics, 
in the winter of 1712. By the 5th of May, 1714, they had 
erected a convenient meeting house on the lot at the cor- 
ner of Clark and Hanover streets, where their present place 
of worship stands. This last was dedicated May 2, 1804. 
It is the second (the Roman Catholic being the first) of 
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the modem built churches. Its exterior is in a bold and 
commanding style. The front is decorated with stone pi- 
lasters of a composite order ; a series of attic pilasters over 
them; a tower and cupola, terminated with a handsome 
yane, above 100 feet from the foundation. The inside is 
a square of 72 feet : two ranges of Doric columns under 
the galleries and Corinthian above them, support the ceil- 
ing, which rises in an arch of moderate elevation in the 
centre : the whole well adapted for sight and sound. 

This church is considered to be Unitarian in sentiment, 
and with the Second Church in its neighborhood, with 
which it is associated, has recently adopted a brief and 
expressive form of church covenant, free from any pecu- 
liarities of controverted doctrine, and which was in use in 
the Old North Church; as early as the days of Mayo, its 
first minister, and of Dr Increase Mather, more than a cen- 
tury and a half ago. 

NEW SOUTH CHURCH. 
ConiUtoted ilprU 15, 1719. 
MiaMflN Settlement Exit Age 

1 Samuel Gheckley April 15,1719 Dec. 1,1769 78 

2 Penuel Bowen'*' April 28, 1766 May 12, 1772 — 

3 Joseph Howe May 19, 1773 Aug. 26, 1776 28 

4 Oliver Everett Jan. 2, 1782 May 26, 1792 — 

5 J. T. Kirkland, D. D. Feb. 6, 1794 Nov. 1810 — 

6 Samuel C. Thacher May 15, 1811 Jan. 2, 1818 32 

7 P. W. P. Greenwood Oct. 21, 1818 Dec. 1820 — 

8 Alexander Young Jan. 19, 1825 

The first meeting on the subject of forming this Sodety 
was held in 1715, at the Bull Tavern, then a public house <^ 
note, at the bottom of Summer Street. The place they se- 
lected for their meeting-house was the lot on the angle be- 
tween Summer and Bedford streets. It seems to have been 
a town lot which our forefathers intended for that purpose, 
from their having given it the name of Church Green, The 

^R«T. President Kirkland, and Mean Bowen, E^exeVC «xAQ(tt«tni^xAic«i&i:B!t&. 
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town granted it to the subscribers for erecting the house^ 
which they finished and dedicated, Jan. 8, 1717. 

The present church occupies the same spot : it was dedi- 
cated, Dec. 29, 1814. It was built of the best Chelmsford 
granite and of the following dimensions. The body of the 
building is octagonal, formed in a square of seventysix feet 
diameter, four sides being fortyseven feet, and four smaller 
sides twenty feet each, three large windows are in two of the 
principal sides, and one in each of the angles, and in the rear. 
The height is thirtyfour feet, and finished with a Doric cor- 
nice of bold projection. The porch is of equal extent with 
one of the sides, and is projected sixteen feet, in front of 
which is a portico of four fluted columns of Grecian Doric : 
this portico is crowned with a pediment, surmounted by a 
plain attic. 

A tower rises from the centre of the attic, which includes 
the belfry. The first story of the steeple is an octagon, sur- 
rounded by eight columns and a circular pedestal and entab- 
lature ; an attic, above this, gradually diminishing by three 
steps or gradins, supports a second range of Corinthian col- 
umns, with an entablature and balustrade; from this, the 
ascent in a gradual diminution, forms the base of the spire, 
which is crowned with a ball and vane. The entire height 
is one hundred and ninety feet. 

Inside the house, the ceiling is supported by four Ionic col- 
umns connected above their entablature by four arches of 
moderate elevation ; in the angles, pendants, or fans rising 
from a circular horizontal ceiling, decorated with a centre 
flower. Between the arches and walls are grains springing 
from the cornice, supported by Ionic pilasters between the 
windows. The galleries rest upon small columns, and are 
finished in the front with balustrades. The pulpit is richly 
built of mahogany, supported by Ionic and Corinthian col- 
umns. The floor of the house contains one hundred and 
eighteen pews, and the galleries thirtytwo, besides the orga;. 
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loft, and seats for the orphan children of the Female Asy- 
lum. 

In constructing this house, an attempt has heen made to 
unite the massive simplicity of the Grecian temple with the 
convenience of the Christian church; The bold proportions 
of the portico, cornices and windows, and the simplicity of 
the attic, give the impression of classical antiquity ; while 
the tower and steeple are inventions, comparatively, of a 
modem date. It is the first in which the modem style of 
long windows was introduced. The Unitarian sentiments 
are maintained by this church. 

CHRIST CHURCH. 
Episcopal 8oci«ty formtd Sept. 5, 1722. 
Beaton Settlement Exit Aft 

1 Timothy Cutler, D.D. Dec. 29, I7irf3 Aug. 17, 1765 1 

2 James Greaton 1759 Aug. 31, 1767 — 

3 Mather Bylesj Jr. D.D. April 22, 1768 Apnl, 1775 — 

4 Stephen Lewis Augiist, 1778 1786 

5 William Montague April, 1786 May, 1792 — 

6 William Walter, D. D. May 19, 1792 Dec. 6, 1800 64 

7 Samuel Haskell May, 1801 Sept. 1803 — 

8 Asa Eaton, D. D. Oct. 23, 1803 May, 1829 — 

9 William Croswell June 24, 1329 

This church is situated in Salem Street, near Copp's Hill. 
Its elevation makes it the most conspicuous object in North 
BostCHi. The comer stone was laid with religious ceremonies 
by Rev. Mr. Myles, April 22, 1723, and the house was dedi- 
cated on the 29th of December, the same year. 

Christ Church is 70 feet long, 50 wide and 35 high ; the 
walls are two feet and a half thick, the steeple's area is 24 
feet square. The brick tower is 78 feet high; the spire 
above is 97 feet; in all 175 feet. Under the church is the 
cemetery containing 40 tombs. 

The interior was greatly improved by alterations made a 
few years since. Formerly there was a centre aisle, which 
is now closed, and the ^race converted into pews. The las^ 
altar window is closed, and the chanoeV \ft «imK^\i«^ Vj «&. 

n* 
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altar piece. The paintings containing the Lord's prayer, 
select texts of Scripture, and the Last Supper, are from the 
pencil of an artist of this city, and are deservedly admired. 
The flues of the stoves are enclosed by pilasters, supporting 
an entablature and cornice over the chancel, on the frieze of 
which is inscribed ' This is none other than the house of God, 
and this is the Grate of Heaven.' Above this is a painting, 
the Descent of the Holy Spirit, finely executed. At the east 
end of the church, on the side of the chancel^ is a monument 
to the memory of Washington, (the first ever erected to his 
memory in this country,) with a bust well executed by an 
Italian artist. The old steeple which was considered one of 
the most elegant in the Union, had suffered for the want of 
timely repairs, and was overthrown by the violent October 
gale of 1804. The liberality of the citizens furnished four 
thousand dollars for the erection of a new one, which was 
completed according to a model furnished by Charles Bul- 
finch, Esq. in which the proportions and symmetry of the old 
one are carefully preserved. 

This church is furnished with the only peal of bells in the 
(^ty. It was a custom in former days to chime them several 
nights previous to Christmas, and to ring the old year out 
and the new year in, most merrily upon them. They are 
inscribed with the following 

Mottoes and Devices, 

1st Bell — ^ This peal of eight Bells is the gill of a number 
of generous persons to Christ Church, in Boston, N. E. 
anno 1744, A. R.' 

2d Bell — * This church was founded in the year 1723, Tim- 
othy Cutler, D. D. the first Rector, A. R. 1744.' 

3d Bell—* We are the first ring of Bells cast for the British 
Empire in North America, A. R. 1744.' 

4th Bell— < God preserve the Church of England. 1744. ' 

5th Bell — * William Shirley, Esq^ Governor of the Massa- 
chusetts Bay, in New England, anno 1744.' 
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6th Bell—*' The subscription for these Bells was begun by 
John Hammock and Robert Temple, church wardens, anno 
1743 ; completed by Robert Jenkms and John Gould, church 
wardens, anno 1744.' 

7th Bell—' Since Generosity has opened our mouths, our 
tongues shall ring aloud its praise. 1744.' 

8tb Bell — ' Abel Rudhall, of Gloucester, cast us all, anno 
1744.' 

Connected with this church is a Sunday School, com- 
menced in June, 1815. The average attendance of children 
is about 200. 

The doctrines of the Cburch of England are advocated in 
this church without material alteration. 

FEDERAL STBBET CHUBCH. 
Iriah Pretbyterian, 17S7.— Congregaiional, 1786. 

Miniaten Settlement Exit lg« 

1 John Moorhead Mar. 31, 1730 Dec. 2, 1773 70 

2 Robert Annan 1783 1786 

3 Jer. Belknap, D. D. April 4, 1787 June 20,1798 64 

4 J. S. Popkin, D. D. July 10, 1799 Nov. 28, 1802 — 

5 WmE. Channing,D. D. June 1, 1803 

6 Ezra Stiles Gannett June 30, 1824 

This society was originally composed of a number of Pres- 
byterian families from the north of Ireland. They pur- 
chased a convenient lot at the comer of Bury Street, (now 
corrupted to Berry,) and Long lane, (now called Federal 
Street,) and altered a bam, which stood there, into a house of 
worship, which sufficed the wants of the society till their 
means enabled them to raise a new and convenient edifice, in 
1744. At that time they were in a flourishing condition ; but 
after Mr Moorhead's decease, they probably declined, and 
eventually embraced the practice of our Congregational 
order, August 6, 1780. Their first pastor under the new 
regime was as conspicuous for his learning and talents, as the 
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original foimder, Mr Moorhead, had been for his eccen- 
tricities. 

This church was the place of meeting for the Massachu- 
setts Conyentionj when they decided on the adoption of the 
United States Constitution. Tt is from this circumstance 
that the street derives its name. The present edifice is a 
fine specimen of Saxon Grothic, designed by Charles Bul- 
finch, Esq. whp has since held the station of principal archi- 
tect over the public buildings at Washington. It was dedi- 
cated November 23, 1809. The architecture is admirable for 
its uniformity and the symmetry of its proportions. It is 
the only pure specimen of that style of building in this me- 
tropolis. 

The ministers of this church are decided advocates of the 
Unitarian system. 

HOLLIS STREET CHUBCH. 
Conatitutad November 14, 17S3. 
Sliniaten Settlement Exit Aga 

1 Mather Byles, D. D. Dec. 20, 1732 1777 — 

2 Ebenezer Wight Feb. 25, 1778 Sept. 1788 — 

3 Samuel West, D. D. Mar. 12, 1789 April 10,1808 70 

4 Horace Holley, D. D. Mar. 9, 1809 Aug. 24, 1818 — 

5 John Pierpont April 14, 1819 

His Excellency Jonathan Belcher, Governor of Massachu- 
setts, in 1730, conveyed the land on which this house of wor- 
ship stands, to William Paine, Esq. and others, on condition 
that they should build thereon. Accordingly they erected a 
meeting-house, 40 feet by 30, with a steeple — it was finished 
and dedicated, June 18, 1732. Being entirely of wood, it was 
destroyed in the great fire of April 20, 1787. In 1793 it was. 
rebuilt, also of wood, and taken down in 1810, to make way 
for the present edifice, which is of brick, and was dedicated 
January 31. 1811. It is 79 1-2 feet by 76, exclusive of the 
tower. It contains 130 pews on the lower floor, and 38 in 
the gallery, besides the seats for the choir — the steeple is 



PICTURE OP BOSTON. 125 

1 96 feet high. The materials of the old house were sold to a 
society in Weymouth, where it was pat up anew, almost in 
its original form, with two towers. It was yery elegant for 
a wooden building, and a drawing of it is preserved in the 
Massachusetts Magazine for 1793.* HoUis Street Church is 
Unitarian in sentiment. 

TRINITY CHURCH. 
Society commenced April 17S3. 
Rectora Settlement Exit Age 

1 Addington Davenport May 8, 1740 Sept. 8, 1746 

2 William Hooper Aug. 28, 1747 April 14, 1767 

3 William Walter, D. D. July 22, 1764 Mar. 17, 1776 — 

4 Samuel Parker. D. D. May 19, 1774 Dec. 6, 1804 60 

5 John S. J. Gardiner, D. D. Ap. 12, 1792 July 29, 1830 65 

6 Geo. W. Doanet Ap. 7, 1828 Dec. 25, 1832 — 

7 J. M. Wainwright, D. D. Nov. 24, 1833 

The number of adherents to the doctrines and forms of the 
Church of England seems to have increased rapidly, after the 
introduction of the royal government into the colony, under 
the charter of 1691. The reason assigned for the erection of 
Christ Church, was, that the chapel was not large enough to 
contain all that would come to it ; and the first steps towards 
the formation of Trinity Church were taken by reason that 
the chapel was full, and no pews to be bought by new comers. 
This was in 1728. The subscription succeeding, after some 
delay, a church was erected, and first occupied Sept. 16, 
1735. It was the building of which a drawing was given in 
our first edition, and which stood till 1828. Though its 
exterior was less imposing, being of wood, it was more 
highly ornamented within than almost any other church in 
the city. The Trinitarian doctrines have always been 
preached here. 

The comer stone of the new edifice (which occupies the 

• Rer. Dr Bylei died Jvly 5, 1788. R«t. Mr Wifht Sept 1821. Rev. Preiidenl 
HoUey, Joly 8!, 1827, in hitfortyveventh year. 

t CoDNcrated Biahop of New Jeney, Oct. 81, 18tl. 
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site of the ancient building) at the comer of Hawley and 
Sommer streets was laid September 15, 1828, by the Rev. Dr 
Gardiner, the rector of the church, with appropriate cere- 
monies. A silver plate, bearing the following inscription, 
(with a number of the Episcopal Watchmian and a Centinel, 
of April 12, 1823, containing the most important chronologi- 
cal memoranda of the parish, and several pieces of the cur- 
rent silver coin of the United States) was enclosed in a glass 
case« with envelops of tin and of lead, and deposited under 
the stone : 

TRINITY CHURCH. 

Built A. D, 1734. Built A. D. 1828. 

Rt. Rev. Alexander Viets Griswold, D. D. Bishop of the 

Eastern Diocesa. 
Rev. John Sylvester John Gardiner, D. D. Rector, 
Rev. George Washington Doane, A. M. Assistant Minister. 
Edward Hutchinson Robbins, Jr. Esq. and George Brinley, 

Esq. Wardens. 
John Trecothick Apthorp, Esq. Greoi]ge Brinley, Eisq. John 
Hubbardj Esq. William Dehon, Esq. Joseph Head, Jr. 
Esq. William Davis Sohier, Esq. and Edward Hut- 
chinson Robbins, Jr. Esq. Building Committee. 
The plan of the Church was designed by Greorge Watson 

Brimmer, Esq. 
The comer stone was laid September 15th, 1828. 

^o|a Tq> Qe(i^ 

The materials which are of Quincy granite, far surpass 
any which we have ever seen ; and the foundation and upper 
vralls, for beauty, strength and solidity, we are bold to say, 
are not equalled in this country. 

WEST CHURCH. 
Constituted January 3, 1737. 
Miniaten Settlement Exit Ag« 

1 William Hooper May 18, 1737 Nov. 19, 1746 — 

2 Jona. Mayhew, D. D. June 17, 1747 July 8, 1766 46 

3 Simeon Howard, D.D. May 6, 1767 Aug. 13, 1804 71 

4 Charles Lowell, D. D. Jan. L, 1806 
6 C. A. Bartol 1837 
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The fbnnaticni of the West Church, it is said, was owing to 
a desire on the part of its founders, to enjoy the ministerial 
services of the Rer. Mr Hooper, who became their first pas- 
tor ; although he probably had not given any positive assu- 
rance that he would accept the office, for the New Brick 
Church invited him to become colleague with Mr Welsteed 
as late as Dec. 26, 1736. Mr H. was a native of Scotland, a 
man of more than ordinary powers of mind, of a noble aspect, 
an eloquent and popular preacher. The frame of their meet- 
ing-house, with the tower thereof, was erected early in Sep- 
tember, 1736. Mr Hooper was unanimously chosen to the 
pastoral office on the day when the church was constituted, 
and ordained on the 18th of May, 1737. Ife continued in 
the office a little over nine years, when he left this society, 
and became Rector of Trinity Church after receiving Episcopal 
ordination. His successor, Dr Mayhew, was one of the 
brightest luminaries of the church, and foremost among the 
boldest friends of civil and religious liberty. It is doubtful 
whether even the ardent devotedness of James Otis did more 
to kindle the fire of the American Revolution, than did the 
zeal and arguments of Dr Mayhew. He died a few weeks 
after delivering his discourse on the repeal of the Stamp Act. 

In 1806, immediately after the ordination of Dr Lowell, 
measures were taken towards erecting a new meeting-house. 
In April, the old one was taken down, and the present one 
completed and dedicated Nov. 27th of the same year. This 
building unites neatness with elegance. It is seventyfive 
feet long, and seventyfour feet wide ; the walls are thirtyfour 
feet high, the porch is seventeen by thirtysix feet, the walls 
of which are seventythree feet high, and finished after the 
Doric order. On the porch is erected a cupola twentynine 
feet high, which is finished in the Ionic order. The pulpit is 
of mahogany and is thought not to be surpassed in beauty by 
any in the city. The ceiling has a dome in its centre, forty- 
two feet in its greatest diameter. 

The horizontal part of the ceiling is ornamented witjh \nsk.- 
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els, fans, &c. The lower floor is spacioiis and co p Ts n ient, 
and contains 112 pews. To its architectural embellishments 
an elegant dock is added, the donation of the late John 
Derby, Elsq. 

Under the church is a vestry, and a large and very ezoellent 
room for the Sunday School, and for the parish and Sunday 
School libraries. The Sabbath School attached to this church 
was the first institution of the kind in New England. It was 
conmienced in 1812, and its founders hare had the satisfoe- 
tion of seeing their example followed by meet other chnrdiet 
in the city. The music in this church is distinguished for its 
chasteness and skill. It was much indebted for its excellence 
to the late lamented William H. Elliot, Esq. a devoted friend 
to the parish. 

This church is Congregational. It receives the Scriptures 
as the only rule of faith and practice, and its ministers 
stand <doof from the parties which divide the Christian 
world, and adopt no other name than Christian to designate 
their faith. 

8ECOJ(9D BAPTIST CHUECH. 
Conilitaied July 27, 174S, 

Ministera Settlement Exit Ifa 

1 Ephraim Bownd Sept. 7, 1743 June 18, 1765 46 

2 John Davis Sept. 9, 1775 July 1772 — 

3 IsaacSkillmaUjD.D. Oct. 3, 1773 Oct. 7, 1787 — 

4 Thomas Gair April 23, 1788 April 27, 1790 35 

5 Tho's Baldwin, D. D. Nov. 11, 1790 Aug. 29, 1825 72 

6 James D. Koowles Dec. 28, 1825 Oct. 7, 1832 — 

7 Baron Stow Nov. 15, 1832 

The Second Baptist Church was originally formed July 
27, 1743, by three brethren of the First Baptist Church, who 
seceded in consequence of their disapprobation of the senti- 
ments of the Rev. Mr Condy, then their pastor. These 
brethren for a while assumed the name of the First Baptist 
Church, but the causes of discontent having subsided, their 
successors have long borne the numerical title which the 
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order of time assigned to them. This society held their 
liord's day meetings for public worship at the dwelling-house 
of Mr. James Bownd, in Sheaf Street, near Copp's Hill, from 
Oct. 3, 1742, until June 3, 1745, when they removed to Mr 
Proctor's school-house, and there met until Lord^s day, March . 
15, 1746, when the first sermon was preached in their new 
meeting-house, which stood upon the spot now occupied by 
the Church, in Baldwin Place. It was a wooden building of 
45 by 33 feet, finished in a plain but decent style. Near the 
head of the broad aisle was prepared a font or cistern, in 
which their candidates were immersed — it continued in use 
for more than forty years, having been enlarged in 1788 and 
again in 1797. In 1810 that building was removed to make 
room for the present edifice, which is of brick, 80 feet by 75 
exclusive of a tower 38 feet by 18. The dedication took 
place Jan. I, 1811. The sentiments of this Church have al- 
ways been Trinitarian. 

BEV. SAMUEL MATHEB^S CHUBCH 

Was composed of a number of the members of the Old 
North, at which he was an associate minister with Mr Gee. 
It commenced in 1741, and continued in existence, under his 
care, till his death, which occurred June 27, 1785.* After 
that the Sodety was broken up, and their meeting-house was 
sold to the 

FIBST UNIVEBSALIST CHUBCH. 
Organized in 1786. 
Minittera Settlement Exit Age 

1 John Murray Oct. 23, 1773 Sept. 3, 1815 74 

2 Edward Mitchell Sept. 12, 1810 Oct. 6, 1811 — 

3 Paul Dean Aug. 19, 1813 April 6, 1823 — 

4 Sebastian Streeter May 13, 1824 

* For an aeeount of this and of the Rev, Andrew Croewell'i Church which es- 
Uted from 1748 to 1785, ocuupjrjng the Old French Church, and for a notice of 
the Sandemanian Society, which commenced in 1764, and continued ita meetinc* 
till ISSt, we refer to Dt Snow'a Hiatory of Boatoa,pp. {09^ ttV^VA. 

12 
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tSi Murrey, the first minister of this Society, is supposed 
to have beeu the first preacher of the doctriue of Universal 
Salvation, unreservedly, in America. He commenced in the 
vicinity of New York, in the year 1770, arrived in Boston on 
the 26U}, and preached his first serm<fii here on the 30th of 
October, 1783. It was not, however, till 1785, that his fol- 
lowers acquired numbers sufiicient to induce them to pro- 
vide themsehes with a separate house for public worship. 
The dissolution of Dr Mather's society afibrded them a good 
opportunity, which they embraced, and purchased the house 
which he had occupied, at the comer of Bennet and Hanover 
Streets. The same building still remains, having been, how- 
ever, several times altered and enlarged^ so that it will now 
accommodate a numerous congregation. It is the last of the 
ancient wooden churches. 



BOMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH. 
MaM fini celebrated November S3, 1788. 

Miniilen Settlement Exit Agt 

Rev M. La Polerie 1788 — 

" Louis de Rousselet — 

« John Thayer June 10, 1798 — 

" F. A. Matignon, D. D. Aug. 20, 1792 Sept. 19, 1818 -r 

Rt. Rev J. de Cheverus,* Oct. 3, 1796 Sept. 26, 1832 — 

Rev. Philip Larisey May, 1818 July, 1821 — 

" Patrick Byrne March 18, 1820 July 11, 1830 — 

" William Taylor, D. D. April 1821 Dec. 17, 1826 — 
Rt. Rev. Ben. Fenwick May 10, 1825 

Rev. James Fitlon Dec. 23, 1827 July 30, 1830 — 

William Wiley Dec. 23, 1827 Sept. 19, 1831 — 
William TVler May 3, 1829 

T. J. O'FIagherty Sept. 6, 1829 1834 — 
" Michael He3y July 10, 1831 
James Conway 1836 






(C 



The first Roman Catholic Con^gation was assembled in 
1784, from among the few French and Irish then resident 
here by the Abbe La Poterie, a chaplain in the French navy. 
In .the year 1788, they obtained possession of the old French 

' Cardinal Cbeverua died at Bordeaux, Franee, Julf 19, 1886. 



PICTURE OF BOSTON. 131 

Church, in School Street. Mass was celebrated in it Nov. 
22, 1788. M. La Poterie was succeeded by M. Rousselet, 
and afterwards by John Thayer, who was a native of Boston, 
and had taken orders as a Catholic Missionary. Rev. Mr 
Thayer commenced his mission here June 10, 1790. In 1792, 
the Rev. Dr Francis Anthony Matignon arrived in Boston, 
and was joined by the Rev. John Cheveras in 1796. In 
1810, the Rev. John Cheverus was consecrated Bishop of the 
Roman Catholic Church, for the Diocess of Boston, compris- 
ing all the New England States. Under him and his Vicar 
General, the venerable and learned Dr Matignon, the Con- 
gregation increased in numbers and respectability, and with 
some aid from Protestant friends, erected the Church of the 
Holy Cross in Franklin Place. It. was consecrated on the 
29th of September, 1803. Bishop Cheverus was recalled to 
France in 1823, and became Archbishop of Bordeaux. The 
Rt. Rev. Benedict Fenwick succeeded as Bishop of Boston, 
and together with the Rev. William Tyler, and the Rev, 
Michael Healy, has now the charge of the Church here. 

Since the arrival of Bishop Fenwick, the Church of the 
Holt Cross has received considerable additions. Its present 
length is 115 feet, and greatest width 72 feet. Besides the 
above, a neat subterraneous Chapel has been constructed, 
principally for the Children of the Congregation, in which 
divine service is regularly performed on Sundays, and in 
which regular instruction is given. 

The Catholic Congregation is at present the largest in the 
city, numbering more than .ten thousand souls. In conse- 
quence of this great increase, the Catholics have erected St. 
Augustine's Church, under the charge of the Rev. John 
Mahtmy ; the St. Mart's Church, in Ekidicott Street, 
North Boston, under the care of the Rev. P. O'Bime ; and 
St. Patrick's Church, in Northampton Street, at the south 
part of the city, in charge of the Rev. Thomas Lynch. The 
church in South Boston'is of brick, and was built in 1&19^ 
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The house in North Boston is of stone, with a handsome 
cupola; and the one at the South End is of brick. 

In connection with the Catholic churches, it is proper to 
mention that the Rev. Mr Thayer made a prevision in his 
will towards the establishment of an Ursuline Convent. Four 
Ursi^line Nuns, having been invited by Bishop Cheverus, ar- 
rived in Boston, June, 1820, where they undertook the instruc- 
tion of female children till July, 1826, when they removed to 
constitute the Ursuline Community, on Mount Benedict, 
in Charlestown.* 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHUBCHES. 

The societies of this persuasion being all intimately con- 
nected, we shall notice them all under this one head. As 
early as the year 1768, when the British regiments were 
quartered in Boston, there were some of the soldiers who 
were Methodists, and soon gathered meetings. But the Rev. 
Wm. Black is the first regular preacher who appeared in any 
of our pulpits under this denomination, unless Mr Whitfield 
be considered so. Mr. B. arrived here in 1784. From that 
time the sentiments gradually gained friends, until they form- 
ed a regular society in August, 1792, which now bears the 
name of the 

FiaST METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

This society met in various places until 1796, when they 
had erected for themselves a convenient chapel in Methodist 
Alley, at North Boston ; it was dedicated May 15th. This 
building was of wood, 46 by 36 feet. The church at that 
time numbered 50 communicants. Regular and occasional 
meetings were maintained in this house till September 18, 
1828, when the new chapel in North Bennet Street was dedi- 
cated. This is a handsome brick edifice, combining sim- 

* Tbu Convent was destroyed by iQcendiariee um) a mob on the night of the llth 
of Aug. 1814. 
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plicity and neatness with the requisite grandeur and orna- 
ment. 

It was at the lajring of the comer stone of this church, that 
the most awful occurrence ever witnessed among us occurred. 
The exterior walls of the cellar having been completed, the 
frame work of the floor perfectly laid, and the first layer of 
floor-boards closely jointed and nailed down, the 30th of April, 
1§28, was appointed for the religious ceremonies. The day 
was uncommonly favorable for an assembly in the open air ; 
there was a deep stillness in the atmosphere, and the sun was 
sufliciently covered with the clouds from the east to prevent 
the glare and heat of its rays. The preliminary services being 
performed, the Rev. Mr Maflit commenced the usual ad- 
dress. His position not being favorable to accommodate all 
the audience, he moved towards the comer of the western 
wall of the building, near the street. From this place the 
address was re-commenced . The agitation of the crowd sub- 
sided to a breathless stillness, and the voice of the speaker 
reverberated from the dwellings which stood around the site 
of the church like the walls of an amphitheatre. Towards 
the close of the address, after the delivery of a passage al- 
most prophetic, which alluded to the time when the material 
walls of the edifice should have cmmbled into dust, nearly 
one fifth of the whole extent of the flooring, with probably 
more than two hundred people, of all ages, sexes and variety 
of condition, were precipitated, without the least warning, 
into the cellar, a depth of about eleven feet. 

The scene that now ensued exceeds the powers of descrip- 
tion. It was like one of the terrible scenes of war or earth- 
quake, and is remembered by those who fell into the chasm, 
and those who could look into it, as a confused, horrible and 
bloody dream. The length of the floor beam which broke 
and fell into the cellar was about thirtyfour feet, it broke near 
the middle, the centre of the floor falling first, which precipi- 
tated all who stood on it towards that point where they fell 
six or eight deep, crowded almost to s^qcqAaoil^ «Sk!^^\kSBGk 

12* 
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the opposite ends of the beams and the fiilling floor struck 
the ground, there was a terrible rebound of the timbers in 
the centre, under wfiich the human flesh and bones were 
crushed like the tender herbs of the field. 

Proyidentially, of the vast number that were exposed, not 
one person was instantly killed. Many suffered severe bruises, 
and many limbs were broken ; all but three survived the in- 
juries they received. 

SECOND METHODIST CHUBCH. 

In the year 1806, the Methodist Society, on the 3d of March, 
' resolved that it was expedient to build another chapel for 
the worship of Almighty God.' On the l5th of April, the 
comer stone of the house in Bromfield's lane was laid by Rev. 
Peter Jayne, and it was completed and dedicated on the 19th 
of November following. Rev. Samuel Merwin preached on 
the occasion. This chapel is built of brick ; its dimensions 
are 84 by 54 feet. Near the northeast comer, in the middle 
course of hanmiered stone, in the foundation, is a block taken 
from the celebrated rock on which our forefathers landed at 
Plymouth. This house has been altered and much improved 
within a few years. 

SOUTH BOSTON METHODIST CHUBCH. 

This Society was incorporated Feb. 16, 1825. They had 
previously erected a house of worship, which was dedicated 
Jan. 22, 1825. This house has since been sold to the Baptist 
Society, and the Methodists contemplate building again. 

THIBD METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHUBCH. 

i Church Street. 

This society purchased the house formerly occupied by the 
Grace Church Society. The opening services were perform- 
ed by the Rev. A. Stevens, on the 4th of July, 1834. The 
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house is pleasantly situated in Piedmont Square, built of 
brick, with Portico in front, with cupola and bell. There are 
113 pews on the lower floor. 

There it a very convenient vestry, and several rooms in the 
basement. 



FOURTH METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHUBCH. 
Gathered in June, 1887. 

This society has not yet erected a house of worship, but 
hold their meetings in the Wells School House in Blossom 
Street. It consists of'about 100 members. 

By the regulations of this denomination, their clergymen 
generally preach interchangeably at the several chapels, and 
have been usually stationed in Boston only for two succes- 
sive years. 

lAst of Methodist Ministers who have qfficiated in the 

Boston Station. 



Jesae Lee 1790 

Daniel Smith 1791 

Jereiiiah Gosden 1792 

Amoa G. Thompson 1793 

Christopher Spry 1794 

Evan Roger* ' 1795 

John Harper 1795 

Joahua Hale 1796 

George Pickerne 1796 

EliasHult 1797 

Daniel Ostander 1797 

William Beauchamp 1798 

Joahua WelU 1799 

Thomas F. Sargent 1800 

George Pickering 1801 

Thomas Lyall 1802 

T. Lyall, E. Kibby 1803 

Epaphras Kibby 1804 

P. Jayne, R. Hubbard 1806 

P. Jayne, S. Merwin 1806 

G. Pickering, D. Webb 1807 

D. Webb, M. Rutter 1808 

E. R. Sabin, P. Munger 1809 
£. R. Sabin, O. Noma 1810 



E. Hedding, E. Otis 1811 

W. Stephens, W. Hinman 1812 

D. Webb, £. Hedding 18lS 
G. Pickering, J. A. Merril 1814 

E. Hedding, D. Fillmore 1815 
E. Hedding, D. Fillmore 1816 
T. Merritt, E. Mudge 1817 
T. Merrit, E. Mudge 1818 
B. R. Hoyt, V. R. Osborn 1819 

D. Kilburn, B. R. Hoyt 1820 
S. W. Willson, E. Wiley 1821 

E. Hedding, E. Wiley 1822 
E. Hedding, J. Lindsey 1823 
S. Siai, I. Bonney 1824 
T, Merritt, I Bonney, A, D. 

Sargent 1825 

T. Merritt, J. A. Merrill, J. 

Foster 1826 

J. A. MerrUl, J. N. Maffit, D. 

Webb 1827 

S. Martindale, £. Wiley 1823 

S. Martindale, E. Wiley, E. 

T. Taylor 1839 
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I. Bonney, J . N. Maffit, E. T. 

Taylor 18S0 

I. Booney, A. D. Merrill, E. 

T. Taylor 1831 

J. Sanbm-n, J. Lindsey, E. T. 

Taylor, 8. W. Willson 1832 
J. Sanborn, J. LincUey, E. T. 

Taylor, S. W. Wilkon 183SJ 
J. Liodsey, J. D. Fillmore, A. 

Stevena, £. T. Taylor 1834 



D. Fillmore, J. Hamilton, A. 

Steyens, E. T. Taylor 1836 
J. Horton, J. Hamilton, A. 

Stevens, E. T. Taylor, F. P. 

Tracy, M. L. Scudder 1836 

J. Horton, A. D. Sargent, E. 

Otherman, M. L. Scudder, 

E. T. Taylor, Mr Howard 1837 



SEA STBBET CHUBCH. 
Conmancedin IMS. 

In the year 1803, a religious society was commenced, of the 
denomination of Freewill Baptists. It was at first composed 
of persons who seceded from tjie other Baptist churches in 
town, and adhered to the doctrines at that time promulgated 
hy Messrs Thomas Jones and Elias Smith. They have 
since been known under the distinctive appellation of Chbis- 
TiANs. Their first meetings were held in a large wooden 
building, comer of Friend and Deacon Streets, then adjoining 
the Mill Pdnd. They have since occupied the hall in Bed- 
ford Street, and Dec. 29, 1825, dedicated the brick meeting- 
house at the comer of Summer and Sea Streets. They have 
a number of preachers, who have continued with them a short 
time. When they have no elders to preach, they often ex- 
hort each other, both male and female. The same privilege 
is granted to all pious people, when assembled with them, of 
whatever denomination they may be. Their present minis- 
ter is the B«v. Simon Clough. 



AFBICAN BAPTIST CHUBCH. 
Cooatituted 1806. 



Miniiten 

1 Thomas Paul 

2 Thomas Richie 

3 Samuel Grooch 

4 John Given 
6 A. Archer 



Settlement 

Dec 4, 1806 
Oct. 1832 
Nov. 1833 
May, 1835 
Feb. 1837 



Exit 

April 14, 1831 
Nov. 1833 
May, 1835 
May, 1836 



54 



PICTURE OP BOSTON. 137 

A church was gathered from among the colored people, in 
the year 1805, which, when formed, was denominated the 
African Baptist Chnrch. The year after, they began to make 
exertions towards building themselves a place of worship. 
A committee was chosen to make collections for the purpose, 
among whom was Cato Grardner, a native of Africa, who had 
long been a respectable member of Dr Stillman's church. 
At his importunity a subscription paper was prepared, which 
Cato circulated in different places, and obtained about 91500. 
Others of the church made collections to a considerable 
amount; and finding sufficient encouragement, the church 
chose a 9ommittee of white men to superintend the building 
of a house, in a conrt in the rear of Belknap Street. It was 
completed and dedicated Dec. 4, 1806 ; Mr Paul was instal- 
led at the same time. The house is of brick, 40 feet by 48, 
three stories high. The lower story is fitted up for a school 
room for African childretj, and has been occupied as such 
from the time it was finished. The two upper stories are 
well furnished with pews, pulpit and galleries. Tl^e lot is 
small, and with the house cost about t8000. The memory of 
Cato is perpetuated in an inscription on a marble slab on the 
north firont of the building. 

THE AFRICAN METHODIST 

Episcopal Society is under the pastoral care of the Rev. 
Samuel Snowden, an ordained EUder of the Methodist con- 
nexion, a man of color, bom at the South, but having spent 
mostof the last25 years in the New Elngland States. He 
became a preacher in 1815, and removed to Boston in 1818, 
soon after this church was gathered. Its number at the first 
organization was twentythree; it reported to the annual 
conference, (in June, 1827) eightyfour members, all colored 
persons. Previous to the year 1824, they met at a private 
house in May Street. In that year, ' by the combined liber- 
ality of the citizens and christians of difierent denominations,' 
they were provided with a chapel, in the same street, which 
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was * dedicated to the worship of the Most High God,» on Sun- 
day, the 24th of October. This* building is of brick, 40 feet 
by 25 ; the lower story accommodates a family, and a primary 
school for colored children ; the meetings of the society are 
held in the upper room which is usually filled with hearers. 

THIBD BAPTIST CHUBCH. 
Constituted Aoc 5| 18V7. 

Minister! Settlement Exit Ag« 

1 Rev. Caleb Blood Oct. 5, 1807 June 5, 1810 — 

2 Rev. Daniel Sharp April 29, 1812 

Proposals for building another Baptist meeting-ho^se were 
issued in August, 1806. A lot of land had been previously pro- 
cured on Charles Street, part of which was given by the 
Mount Vernon Company, and the greater part purchased by 
the subscribers to the undertaking. Five members from the 
First and nineteen from the Second Baptist Church, united 
on the 6th of August 1807, and were regularly constituted ' as 
a separate church of Christ, by the name of the Third Bap- 
tist Church in Boston.' On the same day the house was 
dedicated. Rev. Dr Baldwin preached on the occasion. 
The sentiments of this church are Trinitarian, and the con- 
gregation is large. 

The land on which this edifice is erected, and indeed the 
whole of Charles Street, was formerly covered with water at 
the flood of the tide in Charles river, and was formed of 
earth carried from the hill on Its easterly side. The house is 
handsomely constructed of brick, 75 feet square, exclusive of 
the tower, on which is a cupola with a bell, the first used by 
a Baptist society in Boston. 

PABK STBEET CHUBCH. 
Constituted Feb. 87, 1809. 

Ministers Settlement Exit Ag^ 

1 Edw. D. Grifiin. D. D. July 31, 1811 April 27, 1815 — ' 

2 Sereno £. Dwight Sept. 3, 1817 April 10, 1826 — 
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Minister! Seulemeot Exit Ag» 

3 Edw. Beecher Dec. 27, 1826 1832 — 

4 J. H. Linsley Dec. 5, 1832 1836 — 

5 Silas Aiken March 22, 1837 

The number of persons who first associated to form this 
church was 26, of whom 21 were dismissed from other 
churches, and 5 received by the council on profession of faith. 
The comer stone of their meeting-house was laid on the first 
of May. A plate, bearing the following inscription, was de- 
posited in the southeast comer : sc. * Jesus Christ the chief 
comer sUme^ in whom all the building ^JitLy framed together, 
groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord. This church form' 
ed F^ebruary 27th, and this foundation laid May Ist, 1809.' 
The house was dedicated to the service of God, January 10, 
1810. 

This edifice is delightfully situated at the bottom of Park 
Street, with the front on Tremont Street, and commands an 
entire view of the common and the scenery southwesterly 
beyond Cambridge bay. The tower is 72 feet in height, and 
27 and 31 in breadth, of the Doric order. On each side of 
the tower is a circular vestibule of two stories, containing 
stairs to the galleries. This and the tower ornamented with 
4 columns of 35 feet, and the vestibule is crowned by an ele- 
gant pediment and balustrade, and the windows and doors 
are enriched by 16 columns of the same order. The tower 
supports a square story for a bell, 8 feet high and 20 feet 
square, with 4 large circular windows, 8 columns on pedestals 
of the Ionic order, with corresponding pilasters, crowned by 
4 pediments and cornices. On this stands an octagon, 25 
feet high, and 16 from side to side, with 4 circular windows, 
ornamented with 8 Corinthian colunms, with appropriate 
embellishments. This supports another octagon of 20 feet, 
12 feet 6 inches from side to side, with the same number of , 
columns and windows of the composite order. On this 
stands a base for the spire, 1 1 feet from side and 9 in height, 
-with 8 oval windows. From thi^ rises an octagonal s^ite «>{ 
60 feet with a collar midway, 9 feet 6 viicVie* «X*\\%\»»fc^«ft^ 
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diminishing gradually to 18 bches at the top, crowned by a 
ball six feet above, with a vane representing a blazing star. 
The height of the vane from the street is 217 feet 9 inches, 
which is about 10 feet higher than the top of the State 
house. 

This was the first new Congregational church formed since 
1748. It professes a ' decided attachment to that system of 
the^Christian religion which is distinguishingly denominated 
Evangelical, more particularly to those doctrines which in a 
proper sense are styled the doctrine^ of grace,' and'adopts the 
Congregational form of government, as contained in the Cam- 
bridge Platform, framed by the Synod of 1648. 

HA WES PLACB CHTJBCH. 

Pint MMtings, 1810. 

Mioiiten Settlemeut Exit Af« 

Lemuel Capen Oct. 31, 1827 

This society in South Boston originated in the desire of a 
few individuals, mostly members of the Rev. Dr Harris' so- 
ciety in Dorchester, to be accommodated with a nearer place 
of worship.* They were regularly organized as the First 
Congregational Society at South Boston, in the year 1810. 
They obtained an act of incorporation, vrith the style of 
the Hawes Place Congregational Society, February 18th, 
1818. 

MrThomas C. Pierce of the Methodist denomination, preach- 
ed to them about two years. This society not being able to 
give him a compensation adequate to his support, he returned 
to the Methodists. Soon after this they engaged Mr Zepha- 
niah Wood, the master of the public grammar school, to 
preach to them. He continued with them till his decease, in 
October, 1822. 

• A» ta,r\y aa Jane, 1801, toon after the annexation of Oorobeater Neek to Bo«. 
too, Mr John Hawei approfniated a piece of gronod, on whieli a honaa for pnbUc 
wonhip wai to b« erected. ■ 
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A churcli was regularly organized in this society, October 
27th, 1819. With the approbation of the ehurch, Mr Wood 
was ordained as an evangelist, by an ecclesiastical council 
convened at Weymouth, Nov. 14th, 1821. After his ordina- 
tion, he statedly administered the ordinance of the Supper, 
but sustained no pastoral relation to the church and society 
by virtue of it. 

After the death of Mr Wood, the Rev Mr Capen was re- 
quested by the society to preach and administer the ordi- 
nances to them, and was regularly installed as their first min- 
ister, Oct. 31st, 1827. The society is now in a flourishing 
condition. They have a new and commodious church, built 
of wood, 60 by 46 feet, and funds sufficient for the support of 
the ministry, derived from the will of Mr Hawes.* The 
comer stone of the new church was laid July 25, 1832, with 
appropriate ceremonies. It was completed and dedicated 
January 1, 1833. 

The following is the substance of the * articles of faith and 
church government' adopted by the members of this society. 
First, * We believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament were originally written by men inspired of God ; 
and we receive them as the only perfect rule of faith and 
our practice.* Secondly, 'In regard to our Ecclesiastical 
government and discipline, with our sister churches in this 
Commonwealth, we adopt the Congregational form, agreeable 
to the usages of the New England ChureKes.* 

ST. MATTHEW'S CHUaCH. 

South Boston. 
First Meeting, March 31, 1816. 
Rector Settlement Exit Age 

1 John L Blake June 1824 1833 

2 H. L. Connolly 

The services of the Protestant Episcopal Church were cel- 
ebrated for the first time, in that part of the town called 

• Mr Hawea died Jan. SD, 1899, u«dL^ i««x^ 
13 
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South Boston, on Sunday, March 31, 1816. For more than 
two years the congregation met in a school-house, and servi- 
ces were conducted by difierent clergymen and lay-readers. 
St. Maithew^B Churchf was consecrated on the 24th of June, 
1818, by the Right Rev. Dr Griswold, Bishop of the Eastern 
Diocess. It is situated on Broadway, and is a neat and com- 
modious brick building. The expenses of its erection were 
chiefly defrayed by benevolent members of Trinity and Christ 
churches, with a view to the future wants of that section of 
the city. A service of plate for the use of the altar was pre- 
sented by the ladies of Christ Church, and the pulpit, desk, 
and chancel were furnished with appropriate dressings, by 
the ladies of Trinity Church. The late Mrs Elizabeth Bow- 
doin Winthrop was a most liberal benefactor. Religious 
services were maintained in this church, by occasional sup- 
plies, but it was Dot till June, 1824, that the parish enjoyed 
the stated labors of a minister in full orders, when the Rev. 
John L. Blake became rector. 

SECOND UNIVSKSALIBT CHUBCH. 
Incorporated Dec. II, 1816 

Minuter SeUlement Exit Age 

Hosea Ballcu Dec. 25, 1817 

The erection of a meeting-house for the Second Society 
of Umversalista was proposed * at a meeting of a Mmiber 
of members of the First Universal Society,' holden on 
Thursday, November 14, 1816. Preparatory measures were 
adopted, and they were incorporated December 13, 1816, ' by 
the name of the Second Society of Universalists in the town 
of Boston.' On Monday momiug. May 19, 1817, the comer 
stone of the new meeting-house, in School Street, was laid, 
and a silver plate deposited, being the gift of Dr David 
Townsend, bearing the following inscription : ' Tfie Second 
Universal Churchy devoted to the service of the true God, 
Jeaua Christ heim^ the ekiqf comer etone, Mayl9th,lBl7.* 
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This house is a neat but plain brick building, without a 
steeple, 75 feet long and 67 broad. The dedication took place 
on Thursday, October 16th; Rev. Thomas Jones of Glou- 
cester, preached on the occasion. October 2lst, Rev. Hosea 
Ballon was unanimously invited to the ministry over this 
society, and his installation took place on Christmas day, 
December 26th, 1817. During the summer of 1837, this house 
underwent important alterations and improvements, giving to 
the front of the building an air of elegance. The unity of 
God is advocated by the pastor of this society. 



NEW JERUSALEM CHUHCH. 
Organlted Aug. 15, 1818. 

ilinisteri Settlement Exit Age 

Thomas Worcester Aug. 17, 1828 

The Boston Society of the New Jerusalem was organized 
August 15, 1818. The members of this society are believers 
in the doctrines of the New Jerusalem as revealed in the 
writings of Emmanuel Swedenborg. The three following are 
the principal doctrines of this church. Firstly, that God is 
One in Elssence and in Person, and that he is th^Lord Jesus 
Christ. Secondly, that the Word or Sacred Scriptures is 
Diyina/rruth, that it contains internal senses within the lit- 
eral, by means of which it is adapted to all the various states 
of angels and men. Thirdly, man is regenerated and thus 
prepared for heaven by living according to the Ten Com* 
mandments, and by acknowledging that his power to will and 
do them is the Lord alone. 

The meetings of this society for public worship were held 
in Boylston Hall ; afterwards in the Pantheon, and the Lec- 
ture Room of the Athenseum. In 1831, they rented a very 
neat Chapel, erected by Mr T. H. Carter, in Phillips Place, 
Tremont Street, where they have since held their meet- 
ings. 



144 PICTURE OP BOSTON. 

UNION CHURCH. 

Commenced in 1818. 

Minister* Settlement Exit Agt 

1 Samuel Green March 26, 1823 

2 Nehemiah Adams 

After the Essex Street Church, first so called, removed to 
Boylston Hall, a minority of that body continued to maintain 
worship in the Essex Street house.* On the 22d of March, 
1822, they requested a ' regular dismission from the majority, 
for the purpose of being formed into a regular church. This 
they received on the 6th of April, and on the 1 0th of June 
following, ten of their numbers, with two members of another 
church, were embodied according to the custom of Con- 
gregational churches. Having received an accession of mem- 
bers from the Old South and Park Street churches, and one 
from Braintree, the body adopted the name by which it is 

• The Rev. Jamea Sabine, (wlio came to Doaton in July, 1818, from St John's, 
Newfoundland, together with several members of a society over which be had 
been settled there,) gathered and organised a society, Jan. 87th, 1819, by the nam« 
of the Essex Street Charch. Mr Sabine was at the same time recognized as it« 
pastor. . Their first meetings had been held in Boylston Hail, but the congregation 
increasing, arrangements were made for erecting this edifice in Essex Street. In 
the cdane ef two years, some difficaltles arose, which resnlted in a vote, March 
6, 1832, ^ that t&is church think it necessary to withdraw from the hotae qf wor- 
ship in Essex Street, and that after this date they do meet for worship and commu- 
nion in Boylston Hall.' Accordingly, on the following Sabbath they assembled 
there, and retained the name of Eases Street Church antil Nov. 96, 1823, when 
they were acknowledged and received by the Londonderry Presbytery, and organ- 
ised into their body. Thus they became the Second Presbyterian Church, (Mr 
Moorhead's having been the first) notwithstanding they were incorporated as 
' Tfie FHrst Presbyterian Church in the city of Boston.* The corner stone of 
their new house in Piedmont Street, was laid July 4, 1827, and was dedicated Jan. 
31, 1828. In 1829, Mr Sabine renounced his sentiments, withdrew from the E>reaby- 
terian Society, and embraced the doctrines of the Epiacopal Church. A m»)«rity 
of his society Joined with him and aided in forming Grace Church. The build- 
ing in Piedmont Street, in consequence of the breaking up of the Presbyterian So- 
ciety, became vacant, and fell into the hands of eight individuals, who sold it to 
the Third Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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now known, of Union Church, on the 26th of Augast, 1822, 
and on the 26th of March, 1823, the Rev. Samuel Green was 
installed as their pastor. This society owns and occupies 
the house erected in Essex Street, of which the comer stone 
was laid June 26, and the dedication took place Dec. 1816. 
The property in this building is vested in the conununicants, 
by a trust deed, which guarantees to them the right of choos- 
ing their own pastor, without the interference of any other 
body. This church is Trinitarian. 

ST. Paul's church. 

Originated in 1819. 
Recton SttUement Exit Iga 

1 Sam. F. Jarvis, D. D. July 7, 1820 Aug. 22, 1825 — 

2 Alonzo Potter, D. D. Aug. 29, 1826 Aug. 27, 1831 — 

3 John S. Stone, D. D. June 19, 1832 

St. Paul's church was proposed to be erected by a sub-- 
scrijytion which was commenced in March, 1819. The comer 
stone was laid Sept. 4th with appropriate solemnities. The 
church was consecrated June 30, 1820, by the Right Rev. Al- 
exander Viets Griswold, Bishop of the Eastern Diocess, assist- 
ed by the Right Rev. Thomas C. Brownwell, Bishop of the 
IMocess of Connecticut, with many of the clergy. Dr Sam- 
uel Parmar Jarvis instituted Rector, Friday, July 7, 1820. 

This edifice is situated on Tremont Street, between Winter 
and West Streets, and fronts toward the Common. It is 
built of fine grey granite, and is an imitation, so far as re- 
spects the architecture, of a Grecian model of the Ionic order. 
The body of the church is about 1 12 feet long by 72 feet 
wide, and 40 feet high from the platform to the top of the 
cornice. The portico projects about 14 feet, and has 6 Ionic 
columns, 3 feet 6 inches in diameter, and 32 feet high, of 
Potomac sand-stone, laid in courses. The base of the build- 
ing rises 4 feet, and there is a flight of steps to the portico, 
extending the whole width of the front Tbft vd^tvsi. '^ 

18* 
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lighted by ten long windows, and has a chancel and organ 
gallery. The ceiling is a cylindrical vaolt, with panels 
which span the whole width of the church. Beneath the 
principal floor, there are commodious and well constructed 
tombs, secured in a manner to obviate any objection which 
fear, or experience, or observation may have suggested. 

The interior of St. PatU'a is remarkable for its simplicity 
and beauty, and the materials of which the building has been 
constructed, give it an intrinsic value and effect, which have 
not been produced by any imitations of the classic models, 
that have been ^tempted qf bricks and plasters in other cities. 
The erectioli of this church maybe considered the com- 
mencement of an era in the art, in Boston ; and although 
from its situatiot) it is somewhat obscured, the beauties it dis- 
plays have already had a sensible influence on taste in archi- 
tecture : and thos0 who are aware of the importan<!e of this 
art, in giving fon](i to our city, will consider themselves under 
the highest obligations to the disinterested and high-minded 
individuals of the committee, by whom this church has been 
designed and erected, and will not withhold the meed of 
praise from the architect and artists, who superintended the 
construction of it. 

CBNTBAL UNIVERSALI8T CHUBCH. 
Society formed I8SB. 

Minister Settlement Exit Age 

Paul Dean May 7, 1823 

The comer stone of this house of public worship was laid 
October?, 1822. A silver plate was as usual deposited be- 
neath it, on which the following was the principal inscrip- 
tion : — ' He that built and sustains all things is Jehovah — 
This house devoted to the worship of Almighty Gk>d, and to 
the promulgation of his great salvation through Jesus Christ, 
the chief comer stone, was commenced and this stone laid, 
October 7th, in the year of our Lord, 1822, of the Indepen- 
lioioeof the United States, the fortysixth, and of the Institn- 
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tion of the city of Boston, the first.' The house was dedi- 
cated in the forenoon of the 7th of May, 1823, and in the 
afternoon, the Rev. Paul Dean, having recently dissolved his 
connection with the First Universal church, was installed as 
pastor of the new society. This edifice Is situated at the 
comer of Bulfinch Street and Bulfinch Place. Its dimensions 
are 74 by 70 feet, and 35 high above the base. It is a brick 
building, and has two towers, one for the accommodation of 
the bell, and the other for symmetry. 

The interior of this church is finished in a very nice man- 
ner. The pews are of the settee form, with mahogany rails 
and arms. It has three galleries trussed from the antss in 
the comers, which support a vaulted dome ceiling ; from the 
centre of which is suspended an elegant cut glass chandelier. 
The pulpit is of variegated maple, elevated on a pedestal of 
black and white marble. The whole was designed and 
arranged by Mr Solomon Willard, architect. There is a very 
full Sunday School, under the management of this society/ 
This church embraces the doctrines as advocated by John 
Murray, the first preacher of Universalism in tl^is country. 

EVANGELICAL CHUBCH. 

South Boston, 
Coosthuttd December 10 ISvt. 

Ministera Settlement Fxit Ai{» 

Prince Hawes April 28, 1824 April 18, 1827 — 

Joy H. Fairchild Nov. 22, 1827 

In Febraary, 1823, the Rev. Prince Hawes commenced 
preaching to a small congregatio:) >l ^ outh Boston. In the 
spring of that year, one n i te members at his own expense 
erected a hall for their accommodation. On the 10th of 
December a church was organized, by the name of the Evan- 
gelical Congregational Church, consisting of 13 members. 
Mr Hawes was installed pastor of this church, April 28, 
1884. The hall in which this society aasembUi^ VsMsessife %a 
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crowded that it was desirable they should be provided with 
a more conyenient place for public worship. Benevolent 
individuals subscribed for the purpose, and they have built a 
house of. brick, 70 feet by 60, every way commodious, but 
without galleries, except at one of the ends. The house 
was dedicated on the 9th of March, 1825. This church 
maintains the doctrine of the Trinity. 

GBEEN STBEET CHITKCH. 
Conatituted December SO, 18S3. 

Miuister Settlement Exit Age 

William Jenks, 0. D. Oct. 25, 1826 

Under the patronage and influence of benevolent individ- 
uals associated as a society for the moral and religious 
instruction of the poor, a meeting was established at Park- 
man's Market, January 31, 1819. Public worship was regu- 
larly maintained half a day; and besides the particular 
classes, for which the meetings were instituted, it was found 
that a considerable number of persons assembled, whose 
circumstances rendered their attendance at the more fre- 
quented houses of worship inconvenient. Further exertions 
were therefore made for their accommodation, and a house 
was then erected on the west side of Butolph Street, known 
by the name o| the Mission House. It was dedicated July 
6, 1821, and a church, consisting of 17 members, was con- 
stituted December 30, 1823. 

In that house, Rev. Dr Jenks officiated as their minister, 
until he had gathered around him a body of friends wbo 
determined on the erection of a new church in Green Street. 
The comer stone of this edifice was laid April 8, 1826. In 
the progress of the building, a serious accident occurred. 
While the roof was raising, (June 13,) the fastenings gave 
way, the roof fell and knocked down part of the front wall 
and staging. Two persons lost their lives, and several 
others were severely wounded. The building was completed 
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and dedicated on Wednesday, October 25, 1826, and Dr 
Jenks' installation took place at the sam^ time. 

This edifice, in several respects, is different in its con- 
stmction from any of our churches, and the preference to this 
style has been given by one whose accuracy of taste might 
be almost proverbiaL The building is of brick, and has a 
vestry or chapel adjoining it, and opening into the body of 
the house. There is an extensive Sunday School connected 
with this church. 

CHAMBER STREET CHURCH. 
Coostilated Janoary 88, 1825. 

Minister Settlement £zit Age 

Samuel Barrett Feb. 9, 1825 

In the year 1823, several gentlemen conferred together on 
the apparent want of a new house of worship for the accom^ 
modation of the increasing population of the western section 
of the city, it was ascertained that the Rev. Dr Lowell's, 
the only Congregational society in that part of the city, com- 
prised at that time about three hundred and fifty families, 
and that many in the neighborhood could not obtain suitable 
accommodations within a convenient distance. In view of 
these circumstances, a plan was originated for the erection 
of a new church, and in the course of a few weeks, two 
hundred and thirty shares were subscribed by ninety persons. 
In January, 1824, an act of incorporation was obtained under 
the title of ' The Twelfth Congregational Society in the city 
of Boston.** 

The comer stone of the new house was laid on the 10th of 
May. The dedication took place October 1 3th: Rev. John 
G. Palfrey preached on the occasion from Matt, zvi : 3. On 

* This ■ocitiy i« in fact tlie eighteenth Congregational church formed regularly 
In Bocton, and is tlie fifteenth of thoae now in existence ; we Icnow not whjr it ie 
called the twelfth. 
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the 19th December, Mr Samuel Barrett, from the Theological 
School at Cambridge, was invited by the Society to become 
their pastor. January 28, 1825, a church was constituted 
from the members of the society, and on the 9th of February, 
Mr Barrett was ordained. The society is Unitarian, and is 
considered flourishing. 

BOWDOIN 8TBEET CHUBCH. 
Constituted July 18, 1325. 

MinUten Settlement Exit Age 

Lyman Beecher, D. D. March 22, 1826 Sept. 1832 * 
Hubbard Winsbw Sept. 26, 1832 

The church and society now worshipping in Bowdoin 
Street formerly occupied a Stone Church in Hanover 
Street ; but after that building was consumed by fire, (which 
took place February 1, 1830,) the proprietors of that edifice 
sold the lot of land on which it was built, and such of them 
as usually worshipped in the " Hanover Church " united in 
building a new meeting house in Bowdoin Street, which they 
considered a more central and convenient location. The 
house was completed and dedicated June 16, 1831. Rev. Dr 
Beecher preached the sermon. By the plan of organization, 
adopted by the pew proprietors and members of the church, 
the church have the right in all cases, to select a pastor to 
be proposed to the pew proprietors, for their concurrence ; if 
they concur a call is given by those two bodies jointly, if 
they do not concur, the church select again ; the amount of 
salary to be paid to the pastor, and all other financial con- 
cerns, are controlled by the pew proprietors. The Society 
is incorporated by the name of * The Bowdoin Street Con- 
gregational Society.* The new house difiers considerably 
in its construction from the old one. 

The exterior of the house, including the tower and circular 
projection in the rear wall is 98 by 75 feet. The interior of 

tEltetsd to the Precid«n«j of Lane Theological Seminary. 
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the house, including a circular recess of 6 feet for the pulpit 
is 77 by 71 feet. The tower is 28 feet by 20, projecting 6 
feet in front of the main wall. Height of the main wall 40 
feet, that of the tower 70 feet. 

The interior of the hou^e is of a plain and neat construc- 
tion, meeting the eye, as you enter it, with an unusual air of 
pleasantness, owing to its symmetrical proportions. The 
ceiling is elliptical, 36 feet in height in the centre, and 26 feet 
from the spring of the arch. The church rests on a basement 
of 12 feet in height, which is centred on either side through 
passages of 7 feet in width. 

The house is lighted entirely with gas. The general style 
of the house is of primitive Gothic. It is built entirely of 
undressed granite, the tower and wings are built with solid 
walls, the sides are built with dimension stone filled in, the 
rear wall is composed of stone, of irregular form and di- 
mensions. 

The choir is furnished with a very superior and powerful 
oi^an of Grothic structure made by Mr Thomas Appleton, of 
this city. It is 23 1-2 feet in height, 13 1-2 feet in width, 
and 10 1-2 feet in depth, with 33 stops and 1400 pipes. 

The music in this church is said to be of a very high char- 
acter. It is under the direction of Lowell Mason, Esq. and 
the choir is composed entirely of young gentlemen and ladies 
of the society, who have voluntarily associated to conduct 
thi^ interesting part of public worship. 

PUBCHASE STREET CHURCH. 
Society formed ISaS. 

MinUter Settlement Ext Afc 

George Ripley Nov. 8, 1826 

The success which attended the erection of Chamber 
Street Church encouraged the friends of Unitarianism to 
proceed and build another in Purchase Street, the next year. 
The comer stone was laid, September 7, 1826, with thA 



162 PICTURE OP BOSTON. 

appropriate services, in the presence of about three hundred 
spectators. Ao account of the origin of the u^ertaking was 
read by the Rev. IVIr Young, and an address by the Rev. Mr 
Ware. The dedication took place on Thursday, August 
24th, 1826. The pulpit was subsequently supplied by Rev. 
George Ripley, who became pastor of the society, by ordina- 
tion, on the 8th of November, 1826. A Church had been 
gathered previously to the ordination. 

The whole plan of this edifice is neat, simple and conve* 
nient ; and reflects great credit upon the taste and judgment 
of Mr Willard, the architect. It is built of rough hewn 
granite, and covers a space of 81 by 44 feet. It stands near 
the edge of the water, at the head of the wharf where the 
famous tea vessels lay on the memorable night of December 
16, 1773, and where assembled the much noted " BosUm Tea 
Party. ^^ 

EBENEZER CHURCH. 
Instituted J aouarf IS, 1826. 

This church was instituted under the rules and regulations 
adopted by the colored community of New York, entitled the 
Ashbwnj Connection ^ by which we understand an Independent 
African Methodist Episcopacy, distinct from the Greneral 
Methodist Conference. Rev. James Lee, their first minister, 
was ordained March 18, 1826, by Bishop William Miller, of 
New York. He relinquished the charge in 1828, and was 
succeeded by Rev. Stephen Dutton. They have erected a 
commodious house of worship on^he east side of Centre 
Street, West Boston, which is well attended. 

FEDERAL STREET BAPTIST CHURCH. 
Recognized Joly 18, 18S7. 
Ministers Settlement Exit Age 

1 Howard Malcom Nov. 1828 1835 

2 George B. Ide Dec. 16, 1835 

The Federal Street Baptist meeting-house was opened for 
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Teligious worship, July 18, 1827. It is a neat and spacious 
brick edifice, 74 feet wide and 86 long. . The interior is par- 
ticularly chaste and pleasing. It has a basement story, con- 
taining a large and convenient lecture room, two vestry 
rooms for candidates to prepare for baptism, and two large 
Sunday School rooms, one of which is 70 feet long and fitted 
up with extraordinary adaptation to its object. In front of 
the pulpit is a baptistery, and in the choir is a fine organ. 
There are 117 pews on the lower floor and 34 in the gallery. 
l*he house has a cupola, and a bell weighing 1635 lbs. The 
comer stone was laid September 25, 1826. The land, on 
which the building stands, formed part of the garden of the 
late Hon. R. T. Paine, and cost nearly $1 6,000. The church, 
consisting of sixtyfive persons, the principal part being mem- 
bers of the Baptist churches in the city, was organized and 
publicly recognized, on the day of the dedication. They had 
been, in the most harmonious manner, set apart as a colony 
for this purpose. 

On the 9th of January, 1823, Rev. Howard Malcom, of 
Philadelphia, was installed, though he had however been 
settled as pastor some months previous. The congregation 
has grown with astonishing rapidity, and is now one of the 
largest in the city. 

PINE STREET CHURCH. 
Caiiitiituted September 1, ifUi. 

MiButera Settlement Exit j(ga 

1 Thos. H. Skinner, D. D. Ap. 10, 1828 Aug. 27, 1828 

2 John Brown, D. D. Mar. 4, 1829 Feb. 16, 1831 

3 Amos A. Phelps Sep. 13, 1832 

4 Artemas Boies 

The corner stone of a new Trinitarian church was laid, on 
the morning of June 20, 1827. The site of the house is on 
the east side of Washington Street, at the comer of Pine 
Street, directly opposite Warren Street. A church was con- 
stituted of fortyfive members to occupy this house, on Satur- 
day, September I, 1827, and the dedication took place on thft 
14 
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following Christmas Day. Rev. Dr Skinner, from Philadel- 
phia, was installed, but the feeble state of his health com' 
pelled him soon to relinquish the station. The Rev. Dr 
Brown, was from Cazeuova, New York. The Rev. Mr 
Phelps was formerly settled in Hopkinton, Massachusetts. 

The Pine Street Church is 71 feet in width,xand 80 feet in 
length, with a pediment of 10 feet with a tower, and a bell, 
weighing 1400 lbs. The whole exterior is a classic form, 
taken from the Temple of Theseus at Athens. The front is 
finished in the Grecian Doric style ; the pediment is sup- 
ported by six Doric columns. On the south side is a pleasant 
green. The house contains 181 pews. In the basement is 
a Vestry, 46 by 40, and a Committee Room, 27 by 20 feet. 
The inside work is done in a plain neat style presenting a 
beautiful appearance. The front gallery is furnished with a 
handsome clock. 

SALEM CHUBCH. 
Formed September 1, 1927. 
Ministen Settlement Exit Age 

1 Justin Edwards, D.D. Jan. 1, 1828 Aug. 20, 1829 * 

2 George W. Blagden Nov. 3, 1830 

3 J. H. Towne 

The ceremony of laying the comer stone of the Trinitarian 
Church at the comer of Salem and North Bennett Streets 
took place July 17, 1827 Ninetyseven persons were formed 
into a church to occupy this house, at the same time that the 
Pine Street Church was formed, September I, 1827. The 
dedication occurred on January 1, 1828, and the installation 
of Rev. Dr Edwards at the same time. 

The body of the house is 74 by 71 feet. The vestibule pro- 
jects in front about 12 feet, having circular flanks. The ves- 
tibule is finished in the centre with a pediment, corresponding 
in style to the covering of the house, which is simple Tuscan, 

* ReT. Dr Edwards, on account of ill bmllh, was at his own request, and by 
adTice of coanoil, damisaed. 
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The pediment is surmounted by a wooden tower 20 feet 
square, and rising about two feet above the apex of the main 
roof, and sustaining an octagon bell tower, or cupola of the 
simplest Ionic, crowned with a plain hemispheric dome. The 
interior contains on the lower floor 134 pews, and in the 
gallery 46, making in all 180. The ceiling is a simple arch 
from side to side, springing fr(Ai a projecting belt of stucco, 
which extends around the entire building. The arch is 
indented with recesses or block panels in the simplest 
style. The desk is of mahogany, resting upon six Ionic 
pillars with antique capitals, and appropriate entablature, 
and is ascended by circular stairs on either hand. The 
entire finish nmst be regarded as plain ; yet in good keep- 
ing, and the several parts so disposed as on the whole to 
render it imposing, neat and elegant. The house was 
erected under the superintendence of Joseph Jenkins, Esq., 
who also was the architect. The house is furnished with a 
fine toned bell, weighing about 1600 lbs. 

The Churchconsistedof the following number of members, 
November 1, 1838, viz: males 75, females 163, total 238. 

SOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHUBCH. 

Society formed 1837. 

llinister Settlement Exit Agt 

Jdellish 1. Motte May 21, 1828 

Soon after the commencement of Pine Street Church, 
measures were taken to establish an additional Unitarian 
Society at the south part of the city. The site selected 
for their intended house of worship was on the east side 
of Washington Street, a short distance south of the Trini- 
tarian Church. The comer stone was laid August 7th, 
1827, and the dedication took place January 30, 1828. Rev. 
Mr Ware preached on 'this occasion, from John 17 : 17, the 
same text which Rev. Mr Knowles had taken at Mr Mal^ 
com'i installation, a few days before. On the 21st of May^ 
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Rev. Mellish Irving Motte was installed m pastor of thie 
Society. Rey. Dr Cbanning preached on the occasion. 

It is a large and commodious house, contaioing 124 -paws 
on the floor, and 42 in the galleries. Its appearance is nsat ; 
the ceiling is flat, and is brought lower than in most other 
churches ; the pulpit probably unites more ezceliencies in its 
construction than any other in Boston. Neither so high ss 
in tbe old churches, nor so open as in some modem ones, it 
presents a front of good proportions, and affords ample room 
for all the clergymen who may be called to officiate <hi public 
occasions. It is situated in a recess, the wall of which is 
covered by drapery arranged with much taste, and thrtm^ a 
door in which the minister may descend to the vestry. This 
is admirably planned, consisting of two laige rooms connected 
by folding doors. 

MARINEBS' CHURCH, FORT HILL. 

This church is under the charge of ' The Bostcm Seaman's 
Friend Society,' formed in January, 1828. Their object is to 
furnish regular evangelical ministrations for seamen, and to 
employ such other means for their spiritual and temporal 
welfare, as are contemplated by the national instituticHi. 
Any person paying annually 63, becomes a member. The 
payment of $50 by a layman, of $25 by a clergyman, or of 
$20 by a lady or minor, constitutes them members for life. 
In 1832 there were 135 life members, besides a good num- 
ber of annual subscribers, which by their reports, places the 
society in a flourishing condition. Meetings were held in 
the hall over the Arch on Central Wharf till 1830, when their 
church, which is situated in Purchase Street on the easterly 
side of Fort Hill, was completed. The church is opened 
every Sabbath at the osusl hours for public worship, and is 
free for seamen— the body pews being expressly reserved Sot 
their accommodation. The building is of brick, 46 by 60 
feet, and has a neat and appropriate tower. 
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BETHEL CHUBCH AND BOSTON PORT SOCIETY. 

North Square. 

This society was formed in 1829, by the exertions of the 
Rev. E. T. Taylor, a Methodist minister. Arrangements 
were first made for the use of the Old Methodist Meeting- 
house in Methodist Alley, to accommodate the seamen, where 
Mr Taylor continued to preach to them till 1832. Under his 
preaching and particular care, the Society increased, and 
found means, through the liberality of merchants and others, 
to erect a very neat and commodious house of worship in 
North Square. The comer stone was laid October 3, 1832, 
with appropriate ceremonies. It is of brick, 53 by 78 feet, 
with a square tower. A blue flag is displayed here on the 
Sabbath, bearing the word, ' Bethel.' 

The sailors are fond of going to this church, and of hearing 
Mr Taylor's discourses and exhortations. They evidently 
feel impressed with his benevolent and warm appeals to their 
hearts. Mr Taylor, though of the denomination of Meth- 
odists, is not sectarian in his creed, but is truly liberal in his 
feelings ; and gentlemen of all sects who have assisted in 
this benevolent work, have a friendly and Christian fellow- 
ship with him personally, as a man and a religious teacher. 

Besides the Bethel, the Boston Port Society have set on 
foot for the benefit of seamen and their families, the follow- 
ing institutions :— The Bethel Heading' Room^ in the base- 
ment story of the Bethel, under the charge of a Superin- 
tendent, for the special benefit of seamen. The Bethel 
Union^ a society made up of present or former masters and 
mates of vessels, and of sailors generally. One main object 
is, by means of a standing committee, to hear cases of com- 
plaint on the part of seamen, of injustice or harsh treatment, 
to adjust, if it be possible, without recurrence to an expensive 
litigation, such disputes as may arise between masters or 
owners of vessels and the men whom they employ ; or if it 
14* 
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should be found necessary, to prosecute the sailor's legal 
rights at the Society's expense. The Bethel Temperance 
Society ^ composed of seamen solely, and formed on the prin- 
ciple of abstinence from all ardent spirits. The Bethel 
Nautical Schooly recently conmienced in a room within the 
Bethel, under the care of Capt. Jacob Noyes. Its design 
is to afford instruction to young seamen, (if need be without 
charge,) in writing, arithmetic and practical nayigation. 
There are two other institutions with which this Society is' 
indirectly connected. The Seamen's Aid Society is a brandi 
of the Boston Port Society. Its object is to benefit seamen, 
by affording them well made garments, at reasonable prices, 
and to employ the families of seamen in the making of the 
garments; thus dispensing charity in the form of wages. 
This is an admirable charity, and the beneficiaries are in- 
debted for its origin, protection and fostering influence to 
benevolent ladies. By the annual report in February, 1837, 
the Society has received in subscriptions and donations, the 
sum of 92,333, and from sales at the clothing store, S5,560 ; 
have paid to workwomen, 91,423 ; given in charity, t426 25 ; 
paid for school for the daughters of seamen, books for library 
and school, 9200 ; for other expenses of the store, &c. about 
9300. They had on hand, goods and garments at cost, to the 
value of 93,450, being over 91000 increase of capital during 
the year. The Hon. Theodore Lyman, Sen. has been a most 
liberal patron of this and other charitable societies. The 
Saving's' Bank for Seamen was founded under the joint 
auspices of the Boston Port and Seamen's Friend Societies. 

EPISCOPAL MISSIONARY CHAPEL. 
Ward Room, Commoo Straet. 

This meeting was established in Fraiddin Avenue, by the 
Massachusetts Episcopal Missionary Sodety in 1829, for the 
accommodation of the poor. Connected with this Chapel is 
a flourishing Sunday School. The sittings tje all free. 
Missionary, S. McBumey. 
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GBACB CHURCH. 
Fmrmed May, 1829. 

Mia liters Settlemeat £xil Age 

1 James Sabine Feb. 1829 1830 — 

2 G. F. Haskins, Oct. 10, 1830 Oct. 1831 — 

3 Samuel McBurney July, 1832 1833 — 

4 Zachariah Mead 1834 ^ 
6 Tfaos. M. Clark, Jr. Oct. 1836 

To give tbe germ of the enterprise which has resulted in 
the erection of this Church, we must go back to the year 
1828, at which time the Rev. Alonzo Potter was the Rector 
of St. Paul's in this city. His ministry was attended with 
so much success, that in three years after his settlement, his 
church became full, and the idea was then first conceived by 
some members of his parish, of attempting the erection of a 
new Church in the westerly part of the city, and considerable 
attention was paid to a lot in Bowdoin Street, as a suitable 
location. 

Before any decided measures had been, taken to carry this 
plan into effect, two circumstances occurred which led the 
individuals who had been most active in the contemplated 
undertaking, to cease for awhile their efforts. One was, the 
movement of the proprietors of Trinity Church to rebuild, 
and the other was the determinaiion of the minister and a 
majority of the members of the Presbjrterian church in Pied- 
mont Square, Id the south part of the city, to apply to the 
State Convention of June, 1829, for admission into connection 
'with the Episcopal Church, and they were orgianized and 
received under the name of Grace Church. 

The unfavorable location and situation of the building 
occupied by this new parish, stood much id the way of ulti- 
mate success, and although a few zealous and devoted mem- 
bers of the other Episcopal Churches in the city, endeavored 
by personal effort and pecuniary contributions to aid in sus- 
taining the undertaking, still others, who were «cifiA&^ 
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desirous of establishing another Episcopal place of worship, 
were satisfied that it was best to wait for a more auspicious 
beginning, particularly as it regarded location. 

Early in 1832, the building in Piedmont Square, was given 
up, and a part of the parish with its officers, together with 
some members from St. Paul's and the other churches, com- 
menced anew in a small wooden building in Bedford Street, 
which they occupied until August, 1833, when they removed 
for better accommodation to Boylston Hall. 

In October, 1834, they determined to make an efibrt to 
build a church, and considering it very important that it 
should be located in a situation where it would best accom- 
modate a large surrounding population, the westerly part of 
the city was again fixed upon as best suited to the purpose. 

A subscription for shares was soon opened, and in the 
course of about two months, a building fund was obtained 
sufficient to secure the accomplishment of the contemplated 
object. 

The subscribers met for organization on the evening of 
31st December, 1834, when a building conunittee was chosen 
and authorized to proceed in the work with fuU powers. An 
act of incorporation was obtained in January, 1835, under 
the title of * Grace Church in the city of Boston.' The lot 
on which the church now stands in Temple Street, com- 
prising about 6500 square feet, was purchased, and a contract 
made with Messrs J. Washburn and brothers, for the erec- 
tion of the present edifice. The parish removed from Boyl- 
ston Hall to Amory Hall, comer of Washington and West 
streets in February, same year, which they continued to 
occupy as their place of worship, until the new church was 
completed. 

The contractors commenced operations in March follow- 
ing, and reached the main floor in June, on the 30th day of 
which month, at six o'clock in the morning, the comer stone 
was laid by Right Rev. Bishop Griswold, with suitable and 
impressive services, and in the presence of a large and atten- 
tive audience. 
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The exterior length of the building, including the towers, 
(which are of the octagonal form) is 87 feet, breadth 68 feet, 
the height of the basement story, divided into two large 
rooms for lectures, Sunday school, &c. is 9 1-2 feet in the 
clear ; the height from the main floor above the basement to 
the centre of the main arch, is 45 feet ; an arch is thrown 
over each of the side galleries which is intersected by arches 
opposite the three windows on each side, and resting on each 
side upon four cluster columns of 24 inches diameter. At 
each end of the church, sunken arches rest upon four parts of 
columns of the same size, making at the sides and ends, 
sixteen in all. The main central arch is 78 feet in length, 
and of the depressed Gothic style, and is ornamented with 
bold rib work, with plaster rosettes, &,c. at the intersections. 
The base on each side rests upon an ornamental cornice 
which is supported by one section of the cluster colunms. 
The centre window in front is 36 feet in height, and the two 
side front windows 22 feet The side windows of the church 
are 25 feet. The front of the church, except the pinnacles 
and battlements, is constructed of duincy granite, — the 
towers and buttresses being laid in regular courses, and 
the remainder of rubble-work. The stone work of the tow- 
ers is 67 feet in height, and the pinnacles 28 1-2 feet, making 
the entire elevation 95 1-2 feet. The stone work is carried 
IS feet around each comer, and the remainder of the sides 
and the rear, are of brick. The pulpit is placed in the 
centre of the chancel, with the reading- desk and conmiunion 
table in front, and these, together with the railing around 
the chancel, (which is constructed of Gothic panel work,) 
and the capping of the pews, are made of black walnut. 
The number of pews on the floor is 106, and 18 in each 
side gallery, total 142. The organ, by Mr Thomas Apple- 
ton, is a model of the front of the church, and the spaces 
occupied by the windows give suitable openings for the 
reception of the front pipes, besides which, there are three 
ornamental pipes between each of the four belts on the 



162 PICTURE OF BOSTON. 

towers, making nine on each tower. While building, per- 
manent arrangements were made for lighting the church 
with gas by substantial iron tubes, which are laid through- 
out the building, and concealed within the floor and pillars; 
On the I4th of June, 1836, the church was consecrated by 
the bishop. In October following, the Rev. Thomas M. 
Clark was elected Rector, and was instituted on Sunday 
evening the 13tb of November. 

FOURTH UNIVERBALIST SOCIETY. 

This society was formed in April, 1830, at South Boston. 
Their meetings were first held in a hall fitted up for the pur- 
pose, under the ministry of the Rev. Benjamin Whittemore. 
The society has erected a very neat house for their accommo- 
dation. The dedication and installation took place April 
10, 1833. 

SOCIETY FOR CHRISTIAN UNION AND PROGRESS. 

This society, which is somewhat unique in its character, 
was organized 1 9th of May, 1836, under the preaching of its 
present minister. Rev. O. A. Brownson. Its first meetings 
were held in Lyceum Hall, Hanover Street ; but since the 
first Sunday in July, 1836, it has met regularly in the*large 
lecture room in the Masonic Temple. This society is con- 
sidered as yet but a mere experiment. It is not connected 
Vith any other society in the city, belongs to no particular 
denomination of Christians, but sets up in the main for itself. 
Its aim is, to bring all Christian denominations to unite in 
the sublime sentiment of love to God and man, and to engage 
in earnest to promote progress in theology, morals, politics, 
and society. Mr Brownson himself has been for some years, 
and is still connected with the Unitarians. The peculiar 
views of the society, and its aims, may be seen in a work by 
its minister, entitled, ' New Views of Christianity, Society 
and the Church. Boston: 1836.' 
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Wu erected bf certain geatlemeii of BoitoD Tor th« benedt 
of the families, and especially tbe childien connected with 
Ur Barnaid, in his ministry at the southerly put af the city. 
TbecoiDecstODCwaslaidJulySSd, 1S35. The building was 
dedicated January 3lsl, 1836. Il contains a commodiona 
and pleaaant hall, extending through the seeond story, four 
•chool rooaiH, eight apartments intended for the reaidence of 
the pastor, and a large room for the library and the cabinel 
of UBtunil history. 

A Sunday school is held at the ringing of the first bell, 
morning and afternoon, each Sabbath. Al the dose of the 
school the children assemble in the chapel for religious ser- 
vices and instruction adapted to their wants and compreheu- 
■ions- The seats are open Sar all who wish to join the 

The children are (isiled during the week at their honiM. 
They meet occaaioually on week days with theii <jEBEh&t«,Mt 



PICTURE OP BOSTON. 167 ' 



BETHEL CHURCH AND BOSTON POBT 80C1BTT. 

North Square. 

This society was formed in 1829, by the exertions of the 
Rev. E. T. Taylor, a Methodist minister. Arrangements 
were first made for the use of the Old Methodist Meeting- 
house in Methodist Alley, to accommodate the seamen, where 
Mr Taylor continued to preach to them till 1832. Under his 
preaching and particular care, the Society increased, and 
found means, through the liberality of merchants and others, 
to erect a very neat and commodious house of worship in 
North Square. The comer stone was laid October 3, 1832, 
with appropriate ceremonies. It is of brick, 53 by 78 feet, 
with a square tower. A blue flag is displayed here on the 
Sabbath, bearing the word, * Bethel.' 

The sailors are fond of going to this church, and of hearing 
Mr Taylor's discourses and exhortations. They evidently 
feel impressed with his benevolent and warm appeals to their 
hearts. Mr Taylor, though of the denomination of Meth- 
odists, is not sectarian in his creed, but is truly liberal in his 
feelings ; and gentlemen of all sects who have assisted in 
this benevolent work, have a firiendly and Christian fellow- 
ship with him personally, as a man and a religious teacher. 

Besides the Bethel, the Boston Port Society have set on 
foot for the benefit of seamen and their families, the follow- 
ing institutions : — The Bethel Heading' Room^ in the base- 
ment story of the Bethel, under the charge of a Superin- 
tendent, for the special benefit of seamen. The Bethel 
Union, a society made up of present or former masters and 
mates of vessels, and of sailors generally. One main object 
is, by means of a standing conmiittee, to hear cases of com- 
plaint on the part of seamen, of injustice or harsh treatment, 
to adjust, if it be possible, without recurrence to an expensive 
litigation, such disputes as may arise between masters or 
owners of vessels and the men whom they employ ; or if it 
14* 
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and 72 feet wide, with a cellar under the whole. The base- 
ment contains a large vestry and two other rooms, capable of 
holding abont eight hundred persons. The church will seat 
eighteen hundred persons, and may be considered a very 
desirable lecture nxun. The attic is divided into fiftysiz 
sleeping chambers, which are connected with the holel. 

FBANKLIN STREET CHURCH. 

This society was formed in 1834, byviembers from Fine 
Street, and other Trinitarian churches. By arrangement 
with the Boston Academy of Music, they hold poUio 
worship in the Odeox. The Rev. William M. Rogers, of 
Townsend, was installed their pastor, August 13, 1834. Set^ 
mon by Rev. Dr Skinner. 

THE FIFTH UNIVERSAL18T SOCIETY 

Has been formed, and their meetings are held in Boylstoa 
Hall. This society is imder the care and ministry of the 
Rev. Otis A. Skinner. 

FIRST GERMAN EVANGELIC PROTBUITAm' CHURCH. 

During the last six years a considerable number of Grer- 
mans have collected in Boston. About 1834, a Germaa 
gentleman residing in this city, commenced holding meetings 
for religious instruction with those of the German Protestant 
population, who felt disposed to make an effort to collect a 
society. The attempt proved successful, and in the fall of 
1835, application viras made to the Evangelical LuthersA 
Synod of New York, for a minister. Steps were imme- 
diately taken to comply with this request, and tha Rer. 
Henry J. Smith, Professor of Theology at Hartwick Semi- 
nary, was appointed. He arrived in Boston in May, 1836. 
The congregation rapidly increased, and a Church was soon 
organized. The congregation numbered, at first, about 
eighty individuals ; there are now more than two hundred, 
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including the church, which counts one hundred and fifty 
communicant members. The society at first worshipped in 
a small school-house in Dedham Street, but in December, 
1836, the city government granted them the use of the Ward 
room, on the ground floor of the Franklin School-house, in 
Washington Street, above Dover Street. 

There is a fair prospect of collecting a large society of 
German Protestants, as the emigration to this city is rapidly 
increasing. The congregation at present under the pastoral 
care of Rev. Mr Smith, consists of members from the Lu- 
theran, Reformed, and Evangelic churches. Its style and 
title is; The Pirst German United Protestant Etoan^eHc 
Church in Boston. 

NORTH BAPTIST CHURCH, 
Hanover Avenue. 

This Society was formed in 1835, in the building formerly 
occupied by the Methodists. Its present number of members 
is eightyfive. Rev. Timothy C. Tingiey, pastor. 

MAVERICK CHURCH, 
East Boston. 

The Maverick Church was instituted May 3lst, 1836. 
Garly in the spring of 1836, a few individuals were impressed 
with the importance of having the preached Gospel estab- 
lished in this place. A meeting T^as held on the 8th of May 
for the purpose of consulting upon this subject This meet- 
ing was attended by four individuals. It was unanimously 
voted, to invite an Ecclesiastical Council for the purpose of 
oi^anizing a Church. The Council was convened on the 
31st day of May, and said Church was instituted, with four 
male and seven female members. There being at this time 
no building (except a private house) in which said Church 
could hold public meetings, the four persons alluded to built 
a vestry, 24 by 30 feet, and on the first Sabbath in July it was 

16* 
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b^[gary and imposition, they wish to act with kindness. 
This society does not design to interfere with any existing 
civil organization or associated plans of benevolence. Neither 
do they intend to operate with any reference to sectarian or 
jmrty motives. Their object is to do good to the poor and 
firiendless ; not to build up or pull down, any sect or denomi- 
nation. 

It is designed to make the Reference Office a place of gen- 
eral information for the poor and friendless — where they may 
be pointed to particular employment suited to their capacity 
and wants — encouraged in good habits — where they may 
receive useful hints in domestic economy, and where those 
in absolute need of pecuniary relief may he directed to appro- 
priate charities. And it is hoped that benevolent individuals 
and all who take an interest in the best good of the commu- 
nity, will visit the office and affi>rd the Agent such informa- 
tion and suggestions as may promote the objects in view. 

• BURIAL GROUNDS AND CEMETERIES. 

CHAPEL BUBIAL GROUND. 

It may be interesting to some to know how it happened, 
that the first burial ground opened in Boston, was located in 
the very heart of what is now the city. Among those that 
came to settle here with the * Massachusetts Company,' was 
Mr Isaac Johnson, the richest man of all the planters. It 
was he that persuaded Grov. Winthrop and the rest of the 
company to cross the Charles river from Charlestown, and 
settle on this peninsula. Mr Johnson chose for his lot the 
land now bounded by School, Tremont, Court and Washing- 
ton Streets. • Tradition locates his house about the centre 
of the northeast side,' near the present site of the new Court 
House. According to his desire, he was buried at the ' south- 
east comer of the lot, and the people exhibited their attach- 
ment to him, by ordering their bodies to be buried near him. 
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This was the origin of the first burying ground in Bos- 
ton. 

There are many dilapidated stones, with' curious, though 
indistinct mementos of a former race of inhabitants. The 
^ tomb of Gov. John Winthrop, who died at the age of 62, in 
the year }649, is an interesting relic* Samuel Parkman, Esq. 
distinguished as an eminent merchant, and the late Judge 
Thomas Dawes, who will long be remembered for wit and 
useful talents, among thousands of others, are entombed 

here. 
The monumental marbles, to which we referred (p. 132) 

within the chapel, are sacred to the memory of members of 
the families of Aptborp, and Shirly, and Yassall. The 
former is surmounted by a sculptured urn ; the two latter by 
busts of excellent workmanship. The inscription on the 
tomb of Yassall has some historical allusions which particu- 
larly entitle it to a place in this work. 

* Sacred to the memory of Samuel Yassall, Esq. of London, 
merchant, one of the original proprietors, of the lands of this 
country ; a steady and undaunted asserter of the liberties of 
England. In 1628, he was the first who boldly refused to 
submit to the tax of tonnage and poundage, an unconstitutional 
daim of the crown arbitrarily imposed : for which (to the ruin 
of his family) his goods were seized and his person imprison- 
ed by the Star Chamber Court. He was chosen to represent 
the city of London in two successiye parliaments, which met 
April, 13, and Nov. 3, 1640. The parliament in July, 1641, 
voted him £l 0,445 12 2 for his damages, and resolved that 
he should be further considered for his personal sufierings ; 
but the rage of the times and the neglect of proper applica- 
tions, since, have lost to his family only the honor of that 
vote and resolution. He was one of the largest subscribers 
to raise money against the Rebels in Ireland ; all these facts 
may be seen in the Journal of the House of Commons. He 
was the son of the gallant John Yassal, who in 1588, at his 
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own expense, fitted out and commanded two ships of war, 
with which he joined the Royal Navy to oppose the Spanish 
Armada. This monument was erected by his great grandson, 
Florentine Vassall, Esq. of Jamaica, now residing in England, 
May, 1766. W. Tyler, sculpsit, London.' 

COPP'S HILL BURIAL GROUND. 

The stranger will view the ancient burial ground, on the 
summit of an eminence at the north part of the city, with deep 
interest. Thousands of bodies are probably buried on this 
small piece of ground. An infinite variety of head stones 
slabs, and decayed monuments, are presented to the eye, in 
great apparent confusion. One circumstance is observable 
here, which shows more perfection in the art of sculpture, 
nearly two centuries ago, than at later periods. Heraldic 
devices, on some ancient family tomb stones, are beautifully 
executed, and are still in fine preservation ; while the letter- 
ing and other operatiohs of the chisel, on the grave stones, 
present the rudest specimens of the art. Among the modem 
monuments, one of white marble, erected over the remains of 
Dr Charles Jarvis, who died 1807, is worthy of notice. On 
one side is the following record : 

' Charles Jarvis died Nov. 15, 1807, aged 57 years ; a phy- 
sician — a statesman, and an honest man, whose dignified 
deportment and sublime eloquence, unbounded philanthropy 
and other virtues, endear his memory to his fellow citizens.' 

SNOW-HILL STREET CEMETERY. 

This is a new burial, recently laid out on the northwest 
side of Copp's Hill, divided from Copp's Hill Burial Ground 
by Snow-Hill Street. This yard is intended exclusively for 
the erection of tombs. 

GRANARY BURYING GROUND, 

So denominated from the circumstance of the town granary 
or public bread store house, having formerly stood within the 
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inclosure. Many monuments of granite, marble, &c. but 
principally of slate, are in a good state of preservation. 

The Cenotaph erected to the memory of Dr. Franklin, 
stands over the tomb in which repose the remains of both of 
his parents. This Monument was erected by a few citizens 
orBoston, in 1827, and the ceremony of laying the first stone 
wds witnessed by a number of citizens, among whom were 
the governor and lieutenant governor of the commonwealth, 
and other officers of the government, the oflScers and many 
members of the Mechanic Association. An address was de- 
livered by Gen. Henry A. S. Deart)orn, which consisted prin- 
cipally of an interesting sketch of ihe life an:l character of 
Franklin. A piece of plate, with an appropriate inscription, 
and the Franklin School Medals, were placed under the stone. 
The monument is a pyramid, 25 feet high, and formed of 
blocksof granite of about six tons weight each, taken from 
the Bunker Hill Monument quariy. It was erected under the 
directions of Mr Willard, the architect. 

A beautiful white marble monument, of superior workman- 
ship, over the remains of Gov. Sumner, who died 1799, is a 
prominent object. Gov. Bellingbam, renowned in the history 
of the colony of Massachusetts, was entomed on the west 
side of this yard, Dec. 7, 1672. The family of Bellingham 
being extinct, at the death of oov. James Sullivan, who died 
Dec. 10, 1803, the selectmen of the town of Boston presented 
it to his family, and a new monument, consisting of two marble 
slabs, the uppermost supported on pillars, was erected, on 
which the original obituary notice of Gov. Bellingham was 
transcribed. The tombs of the celebrated Dr John Jeffry ; 
Peter Faneuil, who presented the Market House to the town 
of Boston, — whose portrait may be seen in Faneuil Hall ; — 
the Rev. Joseph Eckley and Judge Sewall, all of whom were 
distinguished men, whose histories are intimately inter- 
woven with the history of the city, may be recognized in the 
Granary. 
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COMMON, OB BOYL8TON STREET BURYING GBOITND. 

There is nothing remarkable in the general appearance of 
the monuments of this ground, to excite the antiquary. It 
may be found at the south border of the Common, facing 
Boyiston Street. The Catholic friends improved this ground 
considerably in former years. 

SOUTH BUBIAL GROUND, 

Opened and first improved in 1810, is located on the south 
side of Washington Street, at the south end of the city, near 
Roxbury. This has undergone so many excellent improve- 
ments under the devoted attentions of the superintendent of 
burial grounds, S. H, Hewes, that it has become the Pere la 
Chaise of the city. Trees and shubbery are planted, and 
such regularity observed in the construction of tombs, and in 
the ranges of graves, as to meet the approbation of the citizen 
as well as stranger. There is one very large tomb near the 
centre, expressly for children. 

At South Boston, there is the South Boston burial ground, 
belonging to the inhabitants, having eight tombs, and one at 
the House of Industry, having six tombs. A Catholic bury- 
ing ground is connected with St. Augustine's chapel, 
South Boston. 

CEMETERIES. 

One under Christ Church, North-end, having forty tombs. 

One under St. Paul's Church, Tremont Street, having sev- 
entyone tombs. There is an elegant monument in this, erect- 
ed to the memory of Gen. Joseph Warren, who was slain oa 
Bunker Hill — his remains are entombed here. 

One under Trinity Church, having fiftyfive tombs. 

One under Park Street Church, having thirtynine tombs. 

One under the Stone Chapel, having twentyone tombs. 

One under St. Matthew's Chapel, having fiftynine tombs. 

Twentynine in the Stone Chapel yard. 

One hundred and twentytwo in Copp's Hill yard. 
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Sillysix tombs in Copp's Hill nev yard. 

Thirty four in Charter Street, new graund. 

One hundred and fonjnine in Boylston Street yard. 

Two hundred and three in the Crannry yard. 

Sii in Ihe House of Industry yard, South Boslon. 

Eight in the South Boston burial ground. 

One hundred aud fortyeighl in the new yard on the neclc. 

Twenty-two in Snow Hill yard. 

Total number of tombs, one thousand and serentytwo. 

Asa subject of deep ialeresl to the citizens uf Boston, and 
one of great atliaction to the stranger, it may be proper in 
connectioD with this subject, to say somelhiog here of 



OD IpO 



Situated on the sonlherly aide of the main road between 
Cambridge and Watertown, about fiie miles from Boston. 
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It has become the Pere la Chaise of this country, and is one 
of the most delightful spots ever selected for the repose of the 
dead. 

This tract of land was formerly known by the name of 
Stone's Woods, and subsequently by that of Sweet Auburn. 
It was purchased by the Massachusetts Eforticultural Society* 
in 1831, and includes about 100 acres, extending from the road, 
nearly to the banks of Charles River. The consecration of 
this ground todk place Sept. 24, 1831, with great ceremony. 
An address suited to the occasion was delivered by the Hon. 
Judge Story. A portion of the land, situated next to the 
road, and'now under cultivation, constitutes the Elxperimen- 
tal Garden of the Society. The inner portion, which is set 
apart for purposes of a Cemetery ^ is covered throughout most 
of its extent, with a vigorous growth of forest trees, many of 
them of large size, and comprising an unusual variety of 
kinds. This tract is beautifully undulating in its surface, 
containing a number of bold eminences, steep acclivities, and 
deep shadowy valleys. A remarkable natural ridge with a level 
surface runs through the ground from southeast to northwest, 
and has for many years been known as a secluded and favor- 
ite walk. The principal eminence, called Mount Auburn in 
the plan, is one hundred and twentyfive feet above the level 
of Charles River, and commands from its summit one of the 
finest prospects which can be obtained in the environs of 
Boston. On one side is the city in full view, connected at its 
extremities with Charlestown and Roxbury. The serpentine 
course of the Charles River, with the cultivated hills and 
fields rising beyond it, and having the Blue Hills of Milton in 
the distance, occupies another portion of the landscape. The 
village of Cambridge, with the venerable edifices of Harvard 
University, is situated about a mile to the eastward. On 

• This society ia composed pflid^ly of practical farmers, realding in the Ticin- 
Ity of Boston. Their meetings and hortiealtaral exhibitions ar« held in the city. 
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the north, at a very short distance, Fresh Pond appears, a 
handsome sheet of water, finely diversified by its woody and 
irregular shores. Country seats and cottages seen in various 
directions, and especially those on the elevated lands at Wa- 
tertown and Brighton, add much to the picturesque efiect of 
the scene. 

The grounds of the Cemetery have been laid out with 
intersecting avenues, so as to render every part of the 
wood accessible. These avenues are curved and vari- 
ously winding in their course, so as to be. adapted to the 
natural inequalities of the surface. By this arrangement, the 
greatest economy of land is produced, combining at the same 
time the picturesque efiect of landscape gardening. Over the 
more level portions, the avenues are made twenty feet wide, 
and are suitable for carriage roads. The more broken and 
precipitous parts are approached by foot paths, which are six 
feet in width. The passage ways are smoothly gravelled, 
and are to be planted on both sides with flowers and orna- 
mental shrubs. Lots of ground, containing each three hun- 
dred square feet, are set ofi* as family burial places, at suita- 
ble distances on the sides of the avenues and paths. The 
perpetual right of enclosing and of using these lots, as places 
of sepulture, is conveyed to the purchasers of them, by the 
Horticultural Society. About two hundred of these lots have 
been sold at $60 each, and an additional sum received in pre- 
miums for the right of choice. A substantial fence, seven 
feet high, is carried round the whole tract, having for its prin- 
cipal entrance a gateway, finished in the Egyptian style, 
twentyfive feet high, and including in its plan two apartments 
for the use of the porter and other attendants. A public lot 
is inclosed, on one of the avenues, in which single interments 
are permitted on the payment of $60 for each. The price of 
a lot, with the liberty to use one foot in width on each boun- 
dary, for the erection of a wall or fence, is $60. A number of 
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elegant monumenta of marble and ftanite aie erected, an 
others are in progreas. Among which is one 
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The disIingnUhed phrenologist, who died in Boston, Oc 
10, 1932.* la passing Ihroogh the Tiiriouc avenues, a 
TJewiag the great oumber of monumenls already erectci 
eye vill rest od msoy & cherished name, dear 1o tncnd: 
oor connlry. ' Natsre made this retreat romantic— ar 
rendered it heaiitiful, — the Creator fomied itlorely- 



Tbe plan for erectiogf a mooumflnt to the meniory of Wash' 
ingtoD, ia Boston, Grat originated with genllemen who had 
been associated with Mm in euly life. A meeting vas call- 
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ed, and a society organized, under the title of the Waahing' 
ton Monument Association^ April 27, 1811. The measures, 
adopted to raise funds, were made with a view first to erect 
an equestrian statue ; but finding the amount collected would 
be iu sufficient for that purpose, it was changed to a pedestrian 
statue. The amount raised by subscription was only $8,088 34 ; 
but by the good management of the board of trustees, this 
sum was increased by interest to tl6,313 24, by the time the 
statue was finished. It cost, together with the pedestal and 
the temple in which it is placed, a little more than tl 6,000. 
It is the work of Otaniry, 

As the visiter enters the State House at the south firont^ 
he beholds the statue, through the arched passage way that 
leads from the Doric hall to the apartment where it is placed. 
It is free to the public at all times, with the exception of Sun- 
days, Thanksgiving and Fast days, on which the house is 
closed, in obedience to an order of the General Court. 

It is said many who have often seen Washington at vari- 
ous periods from the commencement of the war of the Revo- 
lution, to his retirement from the presidency, and who have 
carefully examined the statue, are unanimous in their opinion 
of its strong resemblance to the great original, particularly at 
the period of time which the statue is intended to commemo- 
rate. It was first uncovered for public inspection on the 26th 
of November, 1827, in presence of the Trustees of the Asso- 
ciation, who held a special meeting on the occasion, at the 
State House, in the Hall consecrated to the memory of the 
Father of his Country. 

At this meeting, it was Vbterf, that the Trustees of said 
Association, by virtue of the powers vested in them, do here- 
by confide, and trust, as well as the said edifice, erected at their 
expense, as the noble statue, the work of the first artist in 
Europe, to the care and patriotism of the government of the 
State of Massachusetts, for the use and benefit of the citizens 
of said State, to all future generations, with ike foUowivg 
provisos^ that the said room shall never be appropriated to 
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any other use, or the exhibition of any other monument, or 
work of art, than the Statue of Washington ; and that in case 
the edifice, of which the hall of Washington forms a part* 
shall at any future time cease to be used for the purposes to 
which it is now devoted, the Trustees, or their successors, or 
on failure of them, the Mayor and Aldermen of the city of 
Boston, shall have a right to take possession of the statue 
aforesaid, and of its pedestal, and to remove the same to any 
other situation within the city of Boston, which they may 
deem appropriate. 

The Authorities of the State signified their acceptance of 
the statute on the 8th of January, 1828, when it was ' Resolved^ 
that the Legislature of this Commonwealth accept the Statue 
of Washington upon the terms and conditions on which it is 
offered by the Trustees of the Washington Monument Asso- 
ciation, and entertains a just sense of the patriotic feeling of 
those individuals, who have done honor to the State by plac- 
ing in it a statue of the man, whose life was among the 
greatest of his country's blessings, and whose fame is her 
proudest inheritance.' 

MILITARY. 

The militia of Boston, which has always held a high rank 
in point of discipline and good order, consists of three regi- 
ments, composing the Third Brigade of the First Division of 
the Massachusetts Militia. By the laws of this State, per* 
sons are enrolled from the age of 18 to 45 years, and the an- 
nual inspection takes place on the first Tuesday in May, when 
the rules and articles are publicly read to the companies. 
There are attached to this Brigade, three companies of Artil- 
lery, one company of Light Dragoons, called the National 
Lancers, ten companies of Light Infantry, and an excellent 
band of music. 

The Laboratory, near the southwest comer of the Common^ 
supplied by the State, is well furnished with artillery of dif* 
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ferent callibre, and every necessary appendage in complete 
readiness ; and, at three hours notice, Boston can bring into 
the field a larger and better train of artillery, than could have 
been produced from the whole State at the commencement of 
the Revolutionary War. 

The following companies, by permission of the City Gov- 
ernment, keep their armories in Faneuil Hall, which are 
neatly fitted and arranged in the best of order. 

THE ANCIENT AND HONORABLE ABTILLEBY COMPANY. 

This company is composed mostly of commissioned ofii- 
oers, was founded in IG37, and incorporated, 1638. Its two 
first and principal members were Capt. Robert Keayne and 
Major (^en. Robert Sedgwick, both of whom were, before 
their emigration, members of the Honorable Artillery Com- 
pany in London. Many of the early members were highly 
distinguished in office, in the various towns of the Colony of 
Massachusetts. The roll book shows that it was extremely 
difiused and the list of officers from year to year confirms the 
fact that it was widely useful in those days in the Colony. 
After the accession of Cromwelly probably but few of the most 
distinguished Puritans came to this country, and therefore, 
the roll does not exhibit much annual accession of members ; 
but after the restoration it appears the members increased, 
and the company prospered until Sir Edward Andros's ar- 
rival, when it was temporarily dissolved, and revived again 
immediately on his deposition. Several of the early members 
were distinguished men in England as well as here, and sev- 
eral, on returning to England, were appointed to high offices 
in Cromwell's army. 

Prom 1691 to 1774, the company continued its operations, 
and was greatly beneficial in the diflusion of military knowl- 
edge. Its prosperity during that period was marked by al- 
ternate years of great success and severe depression. During 
this period they disposed of their lands in Rutland and Dun- 
stable. The village near the Nashua Factories is on the 
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same premises, it is believed. They sold those lands about 
1730, having previously leased them eleven years successively 
for a barrel of cider annually, but they never received the 
payment until after our revolutionary war, during which their 
meetings were again suspended, and revived just before the 
Shay's rebellion. 

Their numbers and prospects have, again, since that time, 
varied. Their friends have augmented, their discipline has 
uniformly incorporated the improvements of the age from 
time to time, and now stands highly respectable. They have 
borne on their roll, officers of every grade from Gk)vemors, 
Lt. Gk)vemors, and Grenerals, to Ensigns, and no small num- 
ber of privates of every profession and occupation. 

On the first Monday in June, according to charter, this 
company celebrate its anniversary by attending religious ex- 
ercises at church, and by a public parade on the Common, in 
presence of the Governor, Lt. Governor and members of the 
Council. 

INDEPENDENT CADETS. 
Instituted 1786. 

This company composes the Governor's Guard, and is 
not subject to any other duty than to attend his Excel- 
lency. 

INDEPENDENT BOSTON FUSILIERS. 
Iiistitated May 11, 1787. 

BOSTON LIGHT INFANTRY. 
Inatitaled, 1798. 

WINSLOW BLUES. 

Instituted, 1799. 

WASHINGTON LIGHT INFANTRY. 
Instituted, 1808. 
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80UL OF THE SOLDIERY. 
losUtuted, March, 1805. 

This company is formed of non-commissiooed officers be- 
longing to the different companies in Boston, and consequent- 
ly does not, as a body, constitute any part of our military 
force. 

BANGERS. 
Imtituted, 1813. 

NEW ENGLAND GUARDS. 
lostituted, ISV2. 

CITY GUARDS. 
Instituted, 1821. 

MECHANIC RIFLEMEN. 
IiuUtaled, March 21, 1831. 

LAFAYETTE GUARDS. 
Instituted, 1834. 

MONTGOMERY GUARDS. 
Instituted, 1836. 

PULASKI GUARDS. 

South Boston. 

Instituted, 1836. 

PLACES OP AMUSEMENT. 

The puritan spirit of our ancestors was transfused into the 
first and second generations which succeeded them : nothing 
like the fashionable amusements of our day found any coun- 
tenance with them. The first attempt, in 1750, to establish 
a theatre in Boston, was followed by a law of the Province, 
prohibiting theatrical exhibitions under penalties. During 
the siege, the British entertained themselves with amuse- 
ments of a theatrical sort in Faueuil Hall. From that time 
no traces are discovered of a theatre in Boston till 1789, when 
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the newspapers contained intimations of a design to establish 
one. An effort was made to repeal the prohibitory laws, 
which proved unsuccessfhl, and the expedient of exhibiting 
plays under the title of Moral Lectures^ was adopted in the 
fall of 1792. The patronage afforded to these exhibitions was 
so liberal, that the plan of erecting a commodious brick build- 
ing, purposely for a theatre, was easily carried into execution. 
This was the commencement of the 

BOSTON THEATRE, 

Situated on the comer of Federal and Franklin Streets. This 
building, when first erected, was 140 feet long, 61 wide, and 
40 feet in height. In 1824, an addition was made to the west 
end of the building, of about 12 feet, with corresponding im- 
proTements in the interior. It was first opened Feb. S, 1794, 
with the tragedy of Gustavas Vasa Erickson, the deUverer of 
Sweden, under the management of Mr Charles Stewart Pow- 
ell. In consequence of a misunderstanding between Mr 
Powell and the proprietors, J. S. Tyler was appointed to the 
management, but not succeeding, he relinquished, and was 
succeeded by John Brown Williamson. The following mem- 
oranda show the yarious changes and incidents that have 
taken place in the house, and will serve as reference for the 
loTers of the drama. 

Mr Williamson haying failed as manager of the Federal 
Street Theatre, it was taken by Messrs Barrett and Harper, 
in 1797. During the season this Theatre was destroyed by 
fire, on the afternoon of Feb. 2, 1798. Messrs Barrett and 
Harper applied for the use of the Haymarket Theatre, and 
were refused.* 

• The friends of Mr Powell raided by sobscription, a som sufficient to build of 
wood the Haymarket Theatre, which was said at that time to have been ' Ihe most 
spacious and convenient ever erected in America ' It was located in Tremont 
Street, near the lower end of the Mall, near Arery Street, and was opened Dec 
96, 1798. This Theatre was discontinued in the course of a few years. The oiti. 
sens in the neighborhood, aided by the proprietors of the Boston Thea^, raised by 
subscription a sum soffieient to purchase and remoTe thebaUdlof, 
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The theatre having been rebuilt, was opened under tfae 
management of Mr Hodgkinson, Oct. 29, 1798. The pieces 
performed were a'prelude, called • The First Night's Apolo- 
gy, or All in a Bustle,' * Wives as they Were,* and the 

* Purse.' 

April 29, 1799. — Mr. Hodgkinson having fjedled in the Fed- 
eral Street concern, removed the company to the Hay market 
Theatre, which he opened with the 'Stranger,' and *Hy- 
mouth Rock.' This was the last season Mr Hodgkinson 
performed in Boston. 

Oct. 1799. — Theatre opened under the management oi'Ux 
G. L. Barrett, with the comedy of ' Laugh when you Can.' 
Mr Barrett failed before the season expired. 

Oct. 27, 1800. — Theatre opened under the management of 
Mr Whitlock, who, after experiencing a loss of about il4000, 
relinquished the concern. This season introduced to a Bos- 
ton audience the celebrated Mrs Jones. 

Nov. 30, 1801. — The Theatre was opened under the 
joint management of Messers Powell and Harper. *The 
School for Scandal' and ' Poor Soldier,' were the entertain- 
ments. 

Oct. 27, \ 802. — The theatre opened under the manage* 
ment of Mr Snelling Powell, with the * Poor Grentleman' and 

* Purse.' The theatre continued under the sole management 
of Mr S. Powell, until Oct. 1806, when it opened under the 
joint management of Messrs Powell, Bernard, and Dickinson 
(since Dickson,) who continued it till 1811, when Mr Bernard 
relinquished his part, and Messrs Powell and Dickson retain- 
ed the management of it for eleven years. During the season 
of 1806, Mr Caulfield and Mrs Stanly, both excellent per- 
formers, were engaged by Mr Bernard in ELngland for the 
Boston Theatre. Mrs Stanley first appeared as Letitia Hardy 
in the ' Belle's Stratagem,' and Mr Caulfield in the part of 
Rolla in ' Pizarro.' Seignor Cipriane, Ballet Master, &c. and 
Mr Vining, a Vocalist, were likewise brought out from En- 
gland by BIr Bernard that season. In 1816 — 17| Mr Dick- 
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son retired from the stage, and has performed only twice 
since ; in April, 1819, he appeared in the character of Hardy 
in the * Belle's Stratagem,' and Oglow, in * Timour the Tar- 
tar,' for Mrs Powell's benefit ; and in May, 1821, he perform- 
ed Sir Robert BramblOj in the * Poor Gentleman,' Will 
Steady, in the ' Purse,' and Tag, in the ' jailed Child ;' this 
was likewise for the benefit of Mrs Powell, who was pre- 
veDted irom appearing before her friends on that occasion, in 
consequence of the decease of Mr Powell, which occurred on 
the 8th of the previous month. 

Mr Dickson, although he retired from the stage, continued 
in the management. The season of 1817 commenced under 
the joint direction of Messrs Powell, Dickson and Dufi*: this 
connexion continued for three years, when Mr Duff relin- 
qnished his share in the concern. Under their management, 
the celebrated Ekimund Kean, first appeared in Boston, and 
was received with unbounded admiration. The tickets were 
bought up qt unheard of prices, and, being sold at public auc- 
tion, the surplus above the regular price was devoted to char- 
itable purposes.* It was on this occasion that Kean pro- 
nounced that high compliment upon Boston, of being ' The 
Literary Emporium of the Western World.* "His first appear- 
ance was on Monday, Feb. 12, 1821, in the character of 
Richard III. and the cash receipts were 91,072 27. His first 
engagement of nine nights, gave him 93,302 68, and his sec- 
ond engagement of seven nights, 92,148 68 ; making the total 
receipts for sixteen nights, 95,451 26. At the termination of 
this engagement he left Boston in high credit ; but on his re- 
turn, towards the close of the theatrical season, (the novelty 
having worn ofi*,) he met with a rather cooler reception. 
There was no contention for tickets, and the display of beau- 
ty and fashion was not so splendid as before. He was an- 

* The nun realiud and appropriated in this way, firom the lalei of eight nighu, 
was DO law than 3,660 dollan and S6ceots. 

ir 
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nouoced for Mmiday, May 21, to play * King Lear,* bat (m ac- 
count|of his non-arrivaly it was postponed to Wednesday the 
23d. The cash receipts were f469 62 1-2. On Thursday, 
the 24th, he iq>peared as Jaffier in * Venice Preserved,* and 
the receipts were only 9187 87 1-2. The next day he was 
announced to appear in ' Richard III,' bnt from the appear- 
ance of the house before the time of beginning, he declined 
dressing for the part, and when it was time to raise the cur- 
tain, he peremtorily refused to act, and left the theatre on ac- 
count of the few persons then in it. Kean quitted the dtjaans 
ceremanie next morning for New York, and very speedily 
embarked for England, with imprecations showii^ his con- 
tempt for ^.meriea, and every thing connected with it. 

After the decease of Mr Powell, the management devolved 
npon Mr Dickson, (for Mrs Powell, who was prindpally in- 
terested, and himself,) aided by Mr Kilner, as Acting Mana- 
ger ; this continued until the expiratioq of their lease from 
the proprietors, in May, 1824. The next season, Messrs 
Kilner and Finn undertook the management, fw themselves 
and Mrs Powell, on a lease of three years. 

In 1825 Kean again returned to this country, to seek the 
favor and countenance of the American people, whom in his 
days of glory he ha»^ derided. Having been permitted to ap- 
pear in New York, he ventured to make an engagement here, 
and was announced to appear in 'Richard III,' on Wednes- 
day, Dec. 21, 1825, but the public indignation was so strongly 
excited, by his previous misconduct, (not only here but in En- 
gland,) that they determined, much as they admired his tal- 
ents, that he should never perform in Boston again. The 
tickets were all sold, and the house was crowded at an early 
hour. When the curtain rose a tumultuous uproar pervaded 
the Theatre, until Mr. Finn, one of the manage^rs, came for- 
ward and intimated by signs and words that Mr Kean wished 
to make an humble apology in person to the audience. This 
intimation, though not heard, was sufficiently understood to 
excite the mingled shouts of Kean's friends and his oppo- 
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nents. Kean howeTer came forward, and with his hat under 
his arm presented himself to the audience, bowed most sub- 
mis^vely, and remained some moments in the posture of 
supplication; his countenance exhibited the paleness of 
shame, fear and despair. There was a desire expressed by 
some of the audience that he should be heard, but the oppo- 
sition was so loud, that whether they were more numerous 
or not, they carried their point, and Kean, after remaining 
upon the stage a minute or two, withdrew amid a shower of 
nuts, cake and other similar missiles. While this panto- 
mime was performing within the theatre, a numetpus con- 
course of people had gathered in the streets, around and near 
the house, anxious to know how affairs proceeded within : 
most of them drawn thither from curiosity, and some, no doubt, 
bent on mischief, for great numbers forced their way into the 
house, despite of doorkeepers and constables. Kean was 
thus driven from the stage, a general riot ensued, and damage 
was done to the theatre, chandeliers, &c. to the amount of 
near 91,000. The cash taken for this night was 9943 50. 
The theatre was closed for repairs until Monday, December 
26, when it re-opened with ' George Barnwell,' ' Rumfustian,' 
and * Forty Thieves.* 

Those who rejoiced in the result of this experiment upon 
popular feelings, (for such it certainly was,) so far as regards 
the expulsion of Mr Kean, equally regretted the occurences 
which took place after he had retired from the theatre. 
Those who calmly consider the circumstances, we are con- 
fident will be far from agreeing with those who joined in the 
outcry that Boston had disgraced its name by these proceed- 
ings. 

During the recess in 1826, the theatre underwent extensive 
repairs and alterations. An entire new front on Federal 
Street, with an elegant saloon, was erected, and many other 
improvements were made. The season commenced on the 
25th of September, with the * Dramatist' and ' Raising the 
Wind,' the parts of Rapid and Jeremy Didler by Mr Stanley^ 
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his first appearance here. Mr Pelby haymg returned from En- 
gland*, was engaged for a few nights, and his reception was 
highly flattering. During the season Mr Macready, the cel- 
ebrated tragedian, made his first appearance before a Boston 
audience, and was receiyed with marked approbation ; tickets 
were also sold on this occasion at auction. 

Before the expiration of Messrs Kilner and Finn's lease, 
measures were put in operation which resulted in the erection 
of the TVemont Tkeatre'm I82r. 

The Boston Theatre opened in 1828, under the manage- 
ment of Mr Charles Young, for the Proprietors. This season 
proved a most unfortunate speculation. The opposition was 
carried on between this and the Tremont Theatre with 
great spirit and with great loss. Stars were engaged 
not merely on their own terms, but frequently at much 
more than their modesty would permit them to ask. Second 
rate performers, both male and female, had their hundred 
dollars per night ! Neither our limits or inclination permit 
us to give a detailed account of the opposition ; suffice it to 
say, both parties having sustained heavy losses,* became 
tired of carrying on the war, and a kind of compromise took 
place. The lessees of the Tremont Theatre engaged the 
Federal Street house for three years, with the privilege of 
continuing it a fourth year, at an annual rent of 93,000. No 
regular theatrical performance took place in it, from the com- 
mencement of their lease until Nov. 1832, when it was re- 
opened for a short time at reduced prices of admission. A 
new lease was granted by the trustees to the corporation of 
the Tremont Theatre for five years from July, 1833, at a rent 
of $3,600 per annum. After this the house was closed as to 

* Daring thii mmod the proprietor! of the Boyton Theatre were aeaened(io meet 
the loeees) flnt 100 dollars, and then 500 dollars per share, which on sixty shares, 
made tlieir total loss M,000 dollars. It is but justice to add, that they keptiip the 
high credit of the cstabliahmeiit, by promptly meeting all demands against it. It 
Is said the loss of tht iMiees of the Tremont Theatre nearly equalled those of the 
Ftdentl fkiMt])oaM. 
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theatrical exhibitions, and leased to the society of Free In- 
qairers ; and before the expiration of the lease arrangements 
were made by the Boston Academy of Music, to occupy the 
premises for a term of years. The Academy made extensive 
alterations in the house, and changed its name to that of the 
Odson. 

washington theatre, 

Erected in the Washington Gac4ens on Tremont] Street in 
1819, was first called the AmphUheairei and afterwards the 
City Theatre. At first the managers of the Boston Theatre 
were interested in the performances, bUt in a short time 
the control over it passed into the hands of several ama- 
teurs, and the institutions became in some sort rivals to each 
other. The house was constructed so as to answer for a 
Circus, and was several times opened for equestrian per- 
formances. It was taken down in 1829. 

TBEMONT THEATRE. 

This theatre, from its location and construction, is consid- 
ered the most popular in Bostqn, and receives patronage from 
the most wealthy and fashionable. The project for estab- 
lishing this house was set on foot by Mr William Pelby, who 
with others, believed that the time 'had arrived when some- 
thing should be done to raise the character of the Boston 
stage ; and it would seem that no sufficient effort could be 
made on the part of the proprietors of the Boston Theatre to 
convince all concerned, that a new theatre was not demanded 
by the public voice. Meetings were held, and a company 
formed in February ; proposals were advertised for a plan, on 
the first of March ; the work immediately commenced, and 
the comer stone of the Tremont Theatre* was laid en the 

* lo the aelectioD of a titlej the tnitteet gave general tatisfactien, as the name 
of Tremont had become aearlj extinct throngk the Tarions alterations in oar city. 
It waa the fint Engliah name given to Boston, and is of native origin. Shavmuv 
preaented to the vitv of the emigrants who fint looaXtd «1 C%»x\»Axnl^^^^ vft* 

17* 
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morniog of the 4th:of July, 1827. The building rose with a 
rapidity almost anezampled ; the exterior IHis nearly com- 
pleted and the interior was ready for the reception of com- 
pany on the evening of Monday, September S4th, and was 
opened under the management of Mr Pelby, who had be- 
come lessee of the house. The entertainments selected 
were the comedy of ' Wives as they Wer6, and Maids as 
they Are,' concluding with the farce of ^ The Lady and 
the Devil.' After a brilliant overture composed and ar- 
ranged by Mr Ostinelli, the curtain was drawn up, and 
displayed a most splendid scene, whevMr W. R. Blake 
came forward and delivered the Prize Address. 

The general form of this edifice is that of a parallelogram, 
fronting upon Tremont Street, the extent of which front is 
79 feet, depth 136 feet. About 76 feet in the rear, the stitge 
part of the building is widened about 12 feet, making a 
jog upon each side. The front is of Quincy and Hallowell 
granite ; the side walls are of brick, and 18 inches in thick- 
ness. The front is in imitation of the Ionic order, with 
4 pilasters and 2 antses, one on each angle, supporting an en- 
tablature and pediment, and elevated on a basement 17 feet. 
The height of the pilasters is 25 feet 4 inches, including their 
bases and caps ; their width 3 feet 3 inches, projecting one 
foot from the wall. The height of the pediment is about 18 
feet from the level cornice to the ridge. There are 3 wide 
arched doors in the basement, and 2 windows, one at each 
comer, to light the ticket offices. On entering the arched 
doora in front, there opens a wide hall, from which a flight of 
steps ascends to the dress circle boxes, and here are the lob- 
bies for the promenade, and separate drawing rooms, com- 
municating with an elegant saloon in the centre. The archi- 

pearance of three large hills ; oae in the north, one far to the eaat, and another 
forming the whole western extremity of the penininla. On the last, which rr 
fen to Beacon Hill, were three lofty and majeeUe eminences in a contigooos 
range. The combination of these circomstaDoes doobtlesa gave rise to the nans 
Trea.Moaat, 



PICTURE OP BOSTON. If6 

tect was Mr Isaiah Rogers. The prices of admission are $1 
to the boxes, 70 cents to the third tier, 50 cents to the pit, 
and 25 cents to the gallery. 

At the close of the first theatrical season, Mr Pelby withdrew 
from the management and relinquished his interest in the lease 
of this house to an association of gentlemen, who opened it on 
the 1st of September, 1828, under the management of Lucius 
Junius Booth. During the summer, the interior of the edifice 
underwent very extensiye alterations, particularly that part 
of it designed for the* accommodation of the auditory — efiee- 
tuaUy remedying effery defect which experience and obserTa- 
tion had pointed out. For elegance, comfort, commodious- 
ness, and perfect adaptation to its proper object, this theatre 
may challenge comparison with any similar establishment in 
the Union. Towards the close of the season Mr Booth 
withdrew from the Tremont, and the stage management 
passed into the hands of Mr Alex. M. Wilson, who retained 
it until the close of the following season. Mr Richard Rus- 
sell then succeeded as manager, and commenced on the 6th of 
September, 1830. Under his direction, Master Burke made 
his first appearance (Jan. 31, 1831,) in Boston. An unparal- 
leled excitement prevailed to witness the personations of this 
precocious genius. He played twentyfive successive nights 
to full and fashionable houses. During his engagement, 
tickets were sold at auction, at advanced prices ; which, not 
unfrequently, fell into the hands of speculators, who found 
purchasers at enormous profits.'*' This extraordinary youth 
was confined to no particular range of character; he excelled 
both in the tragic and comic scene, besides possessing un- 



* On this oceatioB the mint paid aboTe the regular price of tickets amounted to 
9fi08 dollars : and from an estimate made by a gentlemen, who has been an ob* 
server of these things, it is made to appear that not less than 15,000 dollars had 
been paid to speculators and others, above the regular prices of admission, to gain 
acceas to the perfoman&is of Master Burke and Mr Keau. 
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oommon musical abilities, as evinoed in his astonisbing per- 
fbnnances on the yiolin. 

In July, 1831, the management was transferred to Mr O. 
H. Barrett. The first year under his control, was very aus- 
picious, and was decidedly the most successful season which 
for years had marked the progress of theatricals. The estab- 
Ushment, in 1832, continiMd under the superintendence of this 
gentleman. The engagements for the season, attached some 
importance to the history of the Tfemont Theatre, in conse- 
quence of the introduction of Openi in a style of excellence 
hitherto unattempted. These nratfeal entertainments, con- 
sidering the condnned ttiength of talent with which they 
wete brought forward, form an em in the annals of onr stage. 
The leading vocalists were Mr SBnclair, Mr Horn, Mrs Austin 
and Miss Hughes. 

Mr Thomas Bany, having takaa a lease of this house, 
opened it on the 2d of Sept 1823^ — since which time, un- 
der his magagement, the high character of the Theatre has 
been maintained. 

NATIONAL THXATRB, 
Corner of Portlaod and Travem ilreeti. 

In 1831, Messrs W. and T. L. Stewarts erected a small 
wooden biulding for equestrian performances ; it was opened 
in February, 1832, under the name of the American Amphi- 
theatre. This continued open for a short time only, when a 
lease was made to Mr William Pelby for three years* Mr 
Pelby made very extensive alterations and improvements to 
acconmiodate it to dramatic performances, and opened on the 
3d of July, as a half price house, under the name of Warren 
Theatre. The success attending this enterprise enabled Mr 
Pelby to purchase the building, and about 16,000 feet of land, 
and in the summer of 1836 the present edifice was erected on 
the same spot, and opened on the 16th of August. Under 
Mr Pelby's management this establishment has thus £Bur met 
with peculiar success. His policy is to depend upon the pro- 
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dnctioD or or^iaal pieces, and the efibrU of b well aelecud 
Mock compuiy, which, with Tew ezceptioDs, have been Amer- 
ican. The scenery is oflbe bi^eit order,'and the baainess 
of the stage well directed. Mr C. A. Eaton made his debut 
stthiBtheatie.andhere Mr F. S. Hill's early labors were 
eminently successful. Mr J. S. Janes has written and pro- 
doeed on this stage Ikirty pieces, embiBcing eiery depaninenl 
axcept tiBgedy. 




This theatre, planned and erected by Mr William Wash- 
inm, is 130 by TE feet, eiclusiie of the salmoB, refresbniait 
XKaDB, &c., which Bie contained in an adjoining bailding,Sa 
ly SO feel, fronting on TrHiena Street, and conununicating 
ritbtbe lobbies. The leading ardiitectural features are Doric 
itatenting brood pilasters wilh slight projectioas on the front, 
rfaich iqpport Bn,uiibfoken entablature and a pediment, 18 feet 
ligh at each end. llic roof is covered with slate and zinc, 
nd is aurmottnted by an octagonal lon^em, 12 teet in diameter 
nd IS feet high, having a window on each of its sides. The 
trocture is coveted on the exterior walls with cement. In imita- 
ion^ of granite, which gires an tmifoim and beautiful appear- 
Qoe. TheinteriorcompriBesapit, with 500 seals, Uueelienof 
OMB, with 33S aeat* each, and a gelkiY ""^^^^ <<c">*- '^^A 
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Saloons, lobbies, refreshment rooms, &c. are 8i>acioas, con- 
venient and well ventilated by large windows on the two 
streets and in rear. The boxes have five rows of seats each, 
and are accessible firom both streets,. affording, in case of fire 
or other cause of alarm, ready egress from the house. The 
main roof is supported by 18 hard pine pillars, 36 feet high 
and 10 inches square, which also support a portion of the 
boxes, and divide them from the lobbies. The remaining 
boxes are supported by 2 octagonal pillars of the same mate- 
rial, 9 inches in diameter. The main ceiling is a single arch, 
of 65 feet span, rising within 9 feet tit the ridge. The gal- 
lery is entirely above the level cornice of the building, hav- 
ing an arched ceiling which rises five feet higher than the 
main ceiling, and is ventilated by a large round window plac- 
ed in the centre of the tympanum. The procenium presents 
an opening 40 feet wide and 33 feet high. It is composed of 
pilasters, having ornamented capitals and bases, which sup- 
port a beautifully enriched arch, crpwned with the American 
eagle. The depth of the stage is 61 feet. The circle of 
boxes is so arranged, that in every part of the house a fell 
view is had of the stage. The decorations are in good taste. 
The lower tier of boxes is adorned with paintings of the bat- 
tles of the United States Navy; the second tier bears the 
arms of the States, and the upper parts have appropriate 
scenes from the Iliads. 

The price of tickets are for box, 75 cents ; third tier, 50 
cents ; pit, 37 1-2 cents ; gallery, 25 cents. 

LION THEATRE. 

The estate formerly known as the Lion Tavern, in Wash- 
ington Street, having been purchased by the New York Zoo- 
logical Institute, was converted into a spacious theatre within 
* two shortjnionths ;' and was opened January 11, 1836, under 
the stage mangement of Mr Barrymore. Equestrian perform- 
ances being a novelty in the city, this theatre was patronized 
to a considerable extent in its commencement. On the 9th of 
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Febrnary Mr Ingersoll took the stage management, Mr Bar- 
rymore that of acting manager, and Mr Buckley equestrian 
manager. The season was closed on the 29th of April. 

The second season was commenced on the 7th of November 
following; Mr Harrison, acting manager ; Mr Collingboume 
stage manager, and Mr Buckley as leader of the equestrian 
department; — the whole was under the direction of Mr R. 
Welsh. This management oontinued imtil February 2, 1 837, 
when Mr Welsh withdrew and the season closed. Mr Buck- 
ley then assumed the muMgement and re-opened the house, 
at reduced prices, on the 7th oi the same month, and closed 
it again on the 12th of April following. 

On the I6th of May, Mr Cook, with his celebrated eques- 
trian company, opened here, and continued till the 25th of 
July. It was re-opened by Mr Honpt and others on the 2d 
of August, and was closed again on the 26th of the same 
month. 

MUSEUM. 

We find that the first moYement towards a Museum in 
Boston, commenced by exhibiting a few wax figures at the 
American Cofiee House, in State Street, about the year 1791. 
Mr Daniel Bowen was the proprietor, who moved his curios- 
ities to a hall over a school house in Bromfield Street, where 
it took the appellation of Chl^mbian Museum in 1796. Jan- 
uary 15, 1803, just as it had become profitable to the proprie- 
tor, the whole was nearly destroyed by fire. Mr Bowen be- 
gan another collection at the comer of Milk and Oliver Streets, 
the following May, and in connection with W. M. S. Doyle, 
erected an edifice in 1806, five stories high, near the Stone 
Chapel, to which the museum was removed, and company 
received on Thanksgiving evening, 27th Nov. The whole 
fabric, together with its valuable contents, was destroyed by 
fire, Jan. 16, 1807. Another building, which is now called 
the Columbian Hall, was erected by Mr Bowen, on the same 
ground, and ready for visitors June 2, 1807. Thi& ^•Qk\\&^»SsscL 
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TUa museum was first opened on the 4lh of July, 1818, 
from vhich time the coIleclioQ has been constanlly iccumu- 
Inting. It is cooducled by E. A. Greenwood, Exq. ondei Ibe 
proviaions of a charter, granted by the legislalure in Feb. 
1818, and oiin«d in abates. II commeaced with the rallec- 
tion, formerly owned by the late Hr Edward Ssn^, and 
called the Ncie York Museum, for some lime kept in Boyl- 
aton Hall. The New Haven Moaenm, the BosIdd Hosenm, 
Bbrket Mnsenm, Columhisn Museum, and also the collec- 
liona of the tale Linnean Society, have been successively pur- 
cbaaed and added to Ihia eatabtisbment, together with the 
coalinuHl acceseion of such curioeities as could from time to 
time be obtained from all other sources. Il is nov Tery la^, 
and occupiej two spacious halls and seTeial other commodi- 
ous aparlmsDts in the ezteDsire block of bnildinga on Conn 
Street, between Comhill and Brattla Street This establish. 
meat ma cmiddenblr damaged bjflte od tha Utb Feb. 
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1832, which rendered it necessary to close it for about four 
months, to make necessary repairs and alterations. The 
whole interior was refitted in an elegant style, with many 
new and curious additions. It was re-opened on the 4th of 
July, 1832, and now receives extensive patronage. Price of 
admission 25 cents. 

NATIONAL GALLERY. 

This is an exhibition of paintings and curiosities, opened 
in 1834, in Union Street. 

ANNIVERSARIES. 

New Year's Day is not observed by the inhabitants 
generally as a holiday, though to particular classes of 
people, it is. There is always a service at the Catho- 
lie Church on this day, commemorative of the Circum- 
cision. 

General Election, — The first Wednesday in January, 
when the Legislature convenes, is called the General Elec* 
tion. After organizing the government, the General Court 
march in procession from the State House, under escort of 
the Independent Cadets, to the Old South Church, where a 
sermon is delivered by one of the clergy, appointed at the 
previous session. 

Washingion^s Birth Day. — The discharge of heavy ar- 
tillery, morning, noon and night, on the 22d of February, 
by military companies, recalls to recollection the services of 
* The Father of his Country^* Public and private enter- 
tainments, such as dinners, balls, appropriate exhibitions 
and extra theatrical amusements characterize this day. 

Fast. — A Public Fast, generally in the month of April, is 
observed throughout the State, in compliance .with a pro- 
clamation of the Governor and Council. This is a day of 
religious solemnities, strictly observed in Boston,— shops 
and stores being closed, and services held in all the cb«irches. 

18 
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May Day* — This awakens many youthfiil associations, but 
is only retained in this place as a festival morning by the 
force of custom. 

ArHUery Election is the anniversary of the Ancient and 
Honorable Artillery Company, and occurs on the first Mon- 
day in June. The Governor, Lieutenant Grovernor, and the 
members of the Council, after hearing the annual sermon 
pronounced, attend first the dinner and then the parade on 
the Common. The festivities of the day are finished by the 
Governor's conferring commissions of the officers elect of the 
Ancient and Honorable Artillery. 

ITie Seventeenth of June is observed as the anniversary 
of the Battle of Bunker Hill, by military parade on the mem- 
orable height. 

Independence. — That which is most important in its 
object, in bringing annually into recollection the struggle of 
our forefathers for the great charter of liberty, is the national 
anniversary on the F\mrth of Jvly, On the return of this 
day, which affords to millions of freemen an opportunity to 
express with gratitude and with one voice, the numberless 
blessings independence has brought in her train to this re- 
public, the citizens relinquish their private employments to 
mingle in the wide ocean of national felicity. The day is 
ushered in by the ringing of bells, and the firing of cannon 
from our numerous hills. At an early period the military 
corps parade — ^people arrive firom all parts of the country to 
partake in the festivities ; and when the day proves pleasant, 
the streets are thronged with citizens and strangers of all 
ages and sexes, arrayed in their best apparel, with joy ani- 
mating their countenances. Here processions are formed, 
orations delivered, political and religioiis, and such other 
demonstrations given of the love of coimtry as becomes a free 
people. 

Squantam Feast. — This is a celebratioii ni commemora- 
tion of an Indian Treaty. The entertainment is composed 
enturely of articles taken from the ocean, and is served up on 
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a promontory called Squantum Rock, in Dorchester Bay, 
about five miles frdm the city. It usually occurs some time 
in August. 

Commencement^ Harvard College. — This takes place on 
the last Wednesday in August, at Cambridge. The Gkiv- 
emor, Lieutenant Governor and Council, with distinguished 
citizens and strangers, leave the city in procession at an 
early hour to attend the exercises of the Graduating Class, 
and witness the conferring of degrees. The exercises of the 
Phi Beta Kappa Society take place the day following. 

Brighton Fair. — An interesting exhibition of cattle, agri- 
cultural improvements and domestic manufactures is usually 
held in Brighton, in October— the particular day fixed by the 
Trustees of the Massachusetts Agricultural Society. 

General Training in Boston, usually occurs in Octobei; 
when there is a grand military display and review of all the 
troops in the county of Suffolk. 

Thanksgiving, — Agreeably to a good old custom of our 
forefathers, a day is set apart by proclamation of the Grov- 
emor, as a day of Public Thanksgiving. It commonly occurs 
at the dose of November, and is observed as a religious fes- 
tival — services being held in the difierent churches, and the 
day being ended by an interchange of good feelings betwe^i 
families and relatives, over tables which are loaded with the 
richest bounties of our country. 

November Eleotion.— The choice of Governor, Senators, 
and Representatives, takes plac6 on the second Monday.of 
November, annually. 

Obris^mos.— The celebration of the 25th of December, is 
beginning to be more religiously observed by all denomina- 
tions of Christians. 

HOTELS. 

Perhaps there it nothing which so obviously indicates 
the rapid growth and prosperity of our city, as tha ^«r| 
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great increase in the number, size and accommodations 
of our public hotels. The erection of the Tremotd Hom$e' 
gave the first impulse towards improvement in these im- 
portant establishments ; the good effect is not only real- 
ized in this city, but in every principal town and city in 
the country. 

TSEMONT HOUSE. 

The public spirited gentlemen, who resolved that Bostm 
should have a hotel equal at least to any in the Uniled 
States, accomplished their object with a liberality, taste md 
skill, that merits the thanks of the citizens, and the waioh 
est approbation of tbe stranger. The Tremont House is a 
splendid ornament as a piece of architecture, and ainply 
supplies what is a desideratum in the character of an ex- 
cellent inn. The <x>mer-stone of this edifice was laid with 
interesting ceremonies on the 4th of July, 1828, by the 
Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association, and wis 
superintended in its erection by William H. Elliot, Esq. 
and Mr Isaiah Rogers, the architect. It was opened oa 
the 16th of October, 1829, by Mr Dwight Boyden. It is 
now kept by Messrs Leverett & Tucker, who maintain the 
well-earned reputation of the house.* 

This occupies a front on Tremont Street of one hvadnd 
and sixty feet. Its height above the level of the vet 
(which is excavated in front and on Beacon Street,) is sixtf- 
two feet. 

Two wings extend from the principal building in firont, 
the most northerly of which fronts on Beacon Street, and is 
84 feet long by 34 wide. The southerly wing, 110 feet long 
by 40 wide, terminates westerly in a front, on Tremont liace, 
which opens from Beacon Street, and affords a private en- 
trance to apartments intended for the accommodation of 
iamilies.and individuals who occupy suits of rooms. 

' The Tremont House majr be considered the seminaiy f<x edvealiiif ' kosle,' 
to take charge of tbe leading eetabUshmenu in the coantiy. Am a proof) wf 
iroald refer to the popular Stetaon, now of the JLstor Hotiae.' 
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The house is three stories high in front, and four on thfi 
wings, exclusive of the hasement story. The front and two 
circular ends facing Beacon Street and open ground south 
of the building, are of Quincy granite, and surmounted by 
an entablature, copied in part from the Ghoragic Monument, 
supported by Antses at each extremity. 

The portico is of the same material, 37 feet 6 inches 
long, by 7 feet in width, and 25 feet 6 inches high. Four 
fluted columns, 3 feet 4 inches in diameter at the base 
and six diameters high, support the roof of the portico, the 
proportions of which are precisely copied from those of the 
Doric Portico at Athens, with the exception that the portico 
of Tremont House, is di-triglyph, the intercohimniations 
being nearly equal. 

The whole number of rooms is one hundred and eighty. 
The south wing contains ten private parlors on the first and 
second floors, having one or more chambers attached to each. 
The dining room is in the north wing, and is about seventy 
feet in length by thirtyone feet in width, the height being 
fourteen feet. Besides the private parlors in the south wing, 
there are six large rooms in front which are intended for the 
accommodation of clubs and parties. Every pair of these 
rooms are connected by sliding doors, one being intended for 
a drawing room, the other for a dining room. The length of 
each of these apartments is thirty feet, the width twenty, and 
the height of those on the first floor fourteen. In addition to 
these, there is a large reading room and a general drawing 
room, and two small jwurlors in the front part. The principal 
entrance is nearly opposite the Tremont Theatre, and besides 
this and the entrance from the court in the rear, there is a 
third private entrance on the south side about thirty feet from 
Tremont Street, to which access is had by means of a walk, 
which extends the whole length of the south wing. 

The general management and attendance of the hotel all 
correspond with the beauty of the furq^ture and magnitude of 
the edifice. A writer who made it his resideotce m. V^'^^v^h' 

18* 
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tifies, * that for comfort, good cheer and the extent of its 
accommodations, it is not surpassed, if equalled, by any sim- 
ilar establishment in the world.' 

EXCHANGE COFFEE HOUSE, 

Kept by Mr D. S. Locke, is situated in Congress Square, on 
the site of the Old Elxchange, and in the very centre of busi- 
ness. The building is five stories high, and has a very large 
dining hall, eighteen parlors, four withdrawing rooms, eighty 
sleepmg chambers, and can accommodate about one hundred 
and thirty persons. 

AMERICAN HOUSE. 

This is the second hotel in size and importance in the city 
It was erected in 1835, by William Boardman, Esq., and kept 
by Mr A. M. Brigham till 1837, when it passed into the hands 
of Mr Lewis Rice. The edifice is of brick, four stories high, 
with an attic ; it fronts on Hanover Street 60 feet, and extends 
in the rear, main building and wing, 241 feet. From the 
handsome portico in front you ascend by an easy flight of 
steps to a spacious entry, whence immediate access is had to 
the office and receiving rooms. The establishment contains 
147 apartments, including sixteen suits of parlors and cham- 
bers, a dining hall of sufficient size to accommodate one hun- 
dred persons, a ladies' ordinary, reading, drawing rooms, &c. 
On the south side, completely shut in from the view of other 
buildings, is an airy court yard, ornamented with mounds 
tastefully formed, and covered with flowers and herbage. 
Double rows of piazzas overlook this beautiful promenade, 
and the traveller who is weary of the bustle of the streets, 
can here find gratification and repose. The very extensive 
cellars and domestic apartments are not the least convenient 
part of the establishment. The spacious kitchens are sup- 
plied with a variety of labor-saving machinery, modem 
apparatus for cooking by steam, d&c. There are no fewer 
than sixty gas burners to illuminate every part of the house ; 
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and altogether, for elegance of faraitore, oonTenienoe of 
apartments, sumptuous table and prompt attendance, the 
American is unsurpassed. 

PEARL STREET HOUSE. 

This establishment takes a high rank among the houses of 
entertainment in the metropolis of New England. It was 
built by a small company of wealthy gentlemen, and opened 
for visiters in the summer of 1836, by Col. P. Shepard. It 
is located in the very centre of businessj at the comer of Milk 
and Pearl streets, having a front of 80 feet, and extending in 
the rear about 112 feet. It contains no less than 140 apart- 
ments, embracing a spacious dining hail, suits of parlors and 
chambers, sitting, drawing and reading rooms, and well fur- 
nished lodging rooms for single persons. The access is easyj 
and the entrance hall is floored with marble in imitation of 
the ancient mosaic. The domestic apartments are eztensivei 
well arranged, and furnished with an ingenious steam appa- 
ratus for the various purposes of cookery, washing, &c. 
From the observatory at the top of the house, a fine view is 
had of a portion of the city, the harbor and neighboring 
towns. 

SHAWMUT HOUSE. 

This house was built 1836, aod is kept by Messrs Gould 
& Rice, at 32 Hanover Street, on the European plan ; it 
being ezdusively for the accommodation, of gentlemen. 
Rooms and lodging furnished with or without board; or 
board without rooms. Breakfasts from 6 till 10 o'clock, A. 
M. — Dinners from 12 till 4 o'clock. 

MABLBORO' HOTEL, 
No. 2S9 Washington Street, Botton. 

The Marlboro' Chapel Corporation, consisting of sixteen 
individuals, having obtained an act of incorporation in April, 
1836, purchased the Marlboro' Hotel e6tA.\ft,^Qit \Va ^^"^^^t^ 
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parpose of erecting a church in the rear, and converting the 
Hotel into a Temperance House on the ' tee-total principle.' 
The estate cost $46,000, and $11,000 have been expended in 
alterations and repairs on the hotel, every part of which has 
been put into complete repair, — a new story added to the 
west wing, and most of the modem improvements introduced 
into the different parts of the house. The main entrance to 
the hotel is from Washington Street. 

The house was opened by the present landlord, Mr Nathan- 
iel Rogers, on the 4th of July 1837. l*he printed regula- 
tions contain the following am»ng other rules: — Family 
worship to be attended every morning and evening. No 
intoxicating liquor to be sold or used in the house ; smoking 
of cigars not allowed on any part of the premises ; no money 
to be received at the office on the Sabbath ; nor will any 
'company be received on that day, except in cases of neces- 
sity. Cold and warm baths are provided here for the accom- 
modation of boarders, and a vegetable diet for those who 
prefer it. The best efforts are promised by the landlord to 
furnish the table with the products of free labor. 

dOMMEBCIAL COFFEE HOUSE, 

In Milk Street, near Liberty Square, is a well known estab- 
lishment under the management of Mr John Low. 

CITY TAVERN, 

By Mr S. S. Stone, is a convenient and commodious 
house, formerly well known as the stand kept by Mr Sime<m 
Boyden, in Brattle Street, near Dock Square. The Salem, 
Gloucester, and other stages keep their books here. 

HANOVER HOUSE, 

Kept by Danville Bryant, No. 60 Hanover Street, has under- 
gone recent improvements, and is calculated to acconmiodate 
from seventy to one hundred persons. There are two dining 
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balls, one fnr Isdies and aootber for gentlemen. Tbeie xn 
tioni six to eight stages thai leave this bouse diily— piinci- 
pallf for Proridence sod Ihs notthwaid. 



Eeplb; Mi Bride, vas built in IS34, It is situated oppodta 
the BoylstoD Uuket, 392 Wsshiogtoa Street, tieai the tpot 
There fbnnerly stood the Liberty Tree. 




Tliia hotel was elected ID IS32, b; John D. Williami, Esq. 
and opened on the S4lh of July, by Mi l''iederick Boydsn, 

{now of the Astor House, New York,) yonngBr btother of 
Dwight Boyden.* The site is one that has been rescued 
from the sea within a few yeais. It is built on a triangnbu- 
piece of land, of about ten tbouaand feet, on the comet o. 
Blacbstoue and Clinton streets, with the most » 
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and airy stable attached to any public house in the city. The 
yard is equally convenient, having an ezcelient well of water, 
and one of the best private rain water dstems in the city, 
which contains about twelve thousand gallons. This house 
is of a triangular form and four stories high. It has a con- 
venient bar and news room, a large dinmg hall, 16 feet wide 
by 70 long, a suitable number of parlors and sitting rooms, 
and about eighty sleeping chambers. The kitchen and cook- 
ing apparatus is most admirably contrived. In the wash 
room is a hydraulic pump, which conveys water to a reservoir 
in the fourth story, for the convenience of the apartments in 
each. The whole is lighted by gas, and the establishment is 
finished and furnished in good styki and has gained a large 
share of public patronage. 

BASTEAN STAGS BOUfll, 

By Mr Alexander Brown, No. 84 Ann Street, is a weD known 
stand. The books of the Eastern stages are kept at this 
house. 

LAMB TAVXRN, 

By L. Adams, is a public house, kept for more than fifty 
years at the sign of the Lamb, 369 Washington Street, and 
we believe the mgn of the lAoUj till 1835, had been its con- 
stant neighbor finr nearly the same length of time. The Lion 
Theatre now marks the spot of the old tavern. 

WASHINGTON COFFEE HOUSE, 

By John Smith, at No. 158 Washington Street. The 
Boxbury hourlies start from this house. 

HOWABO STREET COFFEE HOUSE, 

Is situated in Howard Street,— is central, and has been kept 
a public house about eighteen years. Distilled liquors are 
dispensed with in this house. 
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Thit wu fonneily the Indian QueeD TBTern, ■ pubUo 
hoiiM adnntageonslf known and of Ion; stBodiDg. It waa 
fbrnwcly kept by Mr Preston Sbepard, novoTtheFearl.Slrefll 
House, vbo first occupied this etand in IB33. It ia now 
kept by W. Hanroe. The building ia fnnr Rtories high, 72 
feet in front, with a win^ id the rear extending ISO teet from 
the Btreal. The irhole esubliahmenl, inclnding tbe yud 
and slablea, occupies ia,G(K> feet of land. There is a eon- 
Tenient bar room, reading room, and a dining hall, 2S b; 4S 
feet, with cooTenieut parlors, vUhdrawing rooms, and eighty 
bed rooms ; making in all abont one hundred rooms. The 
BCComDiodatiDns are unple lor one hundred Had fifty peraons 
to dine, and ime hundred to lodge. In this house distilled 
liqDDts are dispensed iritta. 



Kept by Measr* Borden & Brigham, No. ge Conrt Street, 
comer of Hanofer Street, is a diatinguiabed plac* for balls 
and partial. (See page 7S.) 
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MOUNT WASHINGTON HOUSE, 

Kept by Mr John Ford, is situated on the high grounds at 
South Boston, commanding a fine prospect of the peninsula 
city, harbor and sunoanding country. The establishment is 
under ezcelleftt management and well patronized. It is a 
most delightful summer residence, and the communications 
from here to the business parts of the dty, the rail roads, and 
steamboats, are ample, through the numerous omnibuses. 

CITY HOTEL, 
South Cove. 

The foundation and basement story of this great hotel were 
completed late in the fall of 1836, after which the work was 
suspended for the winter. During the summer of 1837 me- 
chanics were again put upon the work, when the walls rose 
with unusual rapidity, and were covered by a roof before the 
cold weather commenced. It will probably be completed 
early in the spring, and opened for the reception of the pub- 
lic in the course of the next season. This is the laigest 
hotel in New England,— covering upwards of a third more 
land than the Tremont Honse. This house is eligibly sit- 
uated for the accommodation of the travelling community. 
It is directly opposite the passenger car house of the Bos- 
ton and Worcester Rail Road, and the depot of the See- 
konk Branch Rail Road^ — so that the great western line 
of travel from Buffalo to Boston, and the New York line, 
will be brought to its door. It fronts southerly on Beach 
Street 153 feet; easterly on Lincoln Street 148 feet; north- 
erly on a cross street 1 69 feet ; and westerly on Short Street 
148 feet. There is an open area in the centre of the build- 
ing, for air, light and yard room; in which there is an 
exceUent well, affording an ample supply of soft water. 
The hotel is four stories high, with a swelled front and 
projection on Short Street, affording a view through the 
whole of that extended streetf in a line to the Blue Hills 
in Milton. 
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BABL COFFEE HOUSE, 

No. 36 Hanover Street, is kept by Mr Davenport. This 
hotel is extensively known in all the EUtstem States, having 
been established in 1806, and kept by Mr Ekurl for about 
twentythree years. 

OLD FBOVINCE HOUSE, 

In the rear of 166 Washington Street, is kept as an inn and 
boarding house, by Mr T. Wait. This edifice is about the 
last of the ancient ' royal ' relics remaining with us. It was 
erected (as appears by the date on its front) in 167^. 

THE ALBION, 

Is on the comer of Tremont and Beacon streets, opposite the 
Stone Chapel. This is fitted up in elegant style, with suits 
of rooms for families. It is on the French plan, and is kept 
by H. L. Bascom. 

Maverick HousCt by Maj. Barton. See East Boston, 

Globe Hotel, Hanover Street, near the Winnesimet Ferry, 
by Stevens & Snow. 

Hancock Hotd, Cora Court, Market Square. 

Union House, in Union Street, by John L. White. 

Black Horse Tavern, Union Street, by John Bryant. 

Crombie^s Hotel, in Cambridge Street. 

The Mattapan is a new and extensive hotel, on Fourth 
Street, South Boston, by Thomas Davis. 

Park House, coraer of Boylston and Tremont streets, by 
E. Jones. 

Patterson House, 11 Elm Street, by Solomon Wildes. 

Suffolk Hotel, Elm Street, by E. Carter. 

Warren Hotel, corner of Menimac and Friend streets, by 
A. Proctor. 

San Tavern, Batterymareh Street, by E. L. Baker. 

Washington Hotel, in Washington Street, near Roxbury, 
by D. R. Burley. 
19 
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Boyiaton Hotel, School Street, by J. D. Bascom. 

Mm Street Hotels 9 Elm Street, by Z, liaeomber. 

li^leral Street Hoid, 7 Federal Street, by William Fenno. 

Fire Department Hotel, South Boston Point. 

Addphi House, Broad Street, opposite Arch Wharf. 

Boston Hotel, comer of Brattle Street and Brattle Square, 
by J. Rogers. 

Bile Tavern, 3 Market Square. 

OinUm House^ 36 Leverett Street, by David Jones. 

Eagle Coffee House, Commercial Street. 

Franklin Hotel, Merchants Row, by Daniel Mixer. 

JFhUton House, comer of Gross and Fulton streets. 

German Offee House, 155 Pleasant Street, by Charles 
Plaff. 

Comhill Coffee House, Corahill Court, by Franklin Whit- 
ney. Here persons can be accommodated with meals or 
refreshments at all hours of the day. 

Massachusetts Hotel, comer of Endicott and Cross streets, 
by J. Brazier. 

National House, Blackstone Street, Haymarket Square. 

Jefferson House, 16 Ann Street, by David Cummings. 

Northern House, 97 Hanover Street, by D. C. ParkhorsL 

Mansion House, 226 Ann Street. 

O'ConneU Hmise, 105 Milk Street, by Richard Welch. 

Suffolk House, 12 Elm Street, by E. Carter. 

Sailor's Home, comer of Purchase Street and Gibbs' Lane. 

Providence Rail Road House, Church Street, by C. May- 
nard. 

Rail Road Hotel, 63 Endicott Street, by Aaron Haskell. 

Ridle's Inn, Sea Street, near th« Free Bridge. 

William Tell House, Tremont Road, bottom of Dover 
Street, near Roxbury. 

Yeoman House, 24 Ann Street, by Levi Mower. 

Blackstone House, was opened in January, 1837, by Wise 
&. McGregor. This house, which was formerly the mansion 
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of Dr Ephnim Eliot, has been recently enlarged and mnch 
improyed. 

Besides the public houses enumerated, and others that may 
not haye come to our knowledge, there are numerous Reato- 
ratories and Victualling Shops and Cdlars in almost every 
business street in the city, where the stranger and the lone 
citizen can call at all hours of the day, and obtain refresh- 
ments to suit his taste and purse. 

mechanics' exchange and news boom, 

Wilson's Lane. 

This establishment was first opened by the late Henry 
Briggs, on the first of May, 1833. It is now under the num- 
agement of E. T. Briggs. 

The Elxckange Hall is fitted up similar to Lloyd's, in L<hi- 
don, with Conversation Rooms, Lobbies, Desks, Order Boxes, 
and other conveniences. The sales of Stocks are held here 
every Wednesday, by Mr Stephen Brown. Between two and 
three hundred mechanics, in all the variety of trades, and 
others who have become subscribers to the News Room, 
have their Order Boxes here. These are of great con- 
venience in the transaction of business. 

The Reading Room is well arranged and supplied with 
the latest intelligence ; the best newspapers and periodicals 
of the day, together with Prices Current from all parts of 
the world, and record books, where are recorded all the arri- 
vals, clearances and importations. Terms S6 for single sub- 
scribers;, for co-partnerships SSper annum. 

lines of packets and steamboats. 

Steamboats run during the summer season at stated periods 
to Portsmouth, N. H., to Portland and Bangor, Me., to Na- 
hant, and to Hingham, for the accommodation of. passengers 
and to carry fireight. 
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Regular lines of Packets an established between Bos- 
ton and New York, Albany, Phi]adelphia,'Baltimore, Chaiks- 
ton, and New Orleans. 

For the seTeral lines of Stages, Steamboats, Rail Road 
cars,— their departures and arriyals,— we would refer thB 
reader to Messrs Badger & Porter's Stag^ Roister ^ pub- 
lished every two months, at 47 Court Street. The work may 
be found in most of the public houses, the reading rooms, 
and other public places, in the city. 



CANALS. 

Boston is entitled to the credit of projecting the first canak 
in this country. As early as 1641, a Canal was opened lead' 
ing through the dty, from the harbor on the east, to Charles 
Riyer on the west, separating North Boston from the main 
peninsula. It was known by the name of Canal Creek, was 
substantially built with stone walls, and of sufficient breadth 
to allow the Middlesex canal boats to pass each other. The 
conveniences it afforded in former times had been consider- 
ble ; but haying become of little use and quite a nuisanoe, 
the city determined on filling it up from the harbor to Hay- 
market Square, and Blackstone Street has taken its place. 

BOXBUBY CANAL. 

A navigable conmiunication for small vessels, between 
Boston harbor and Rozbury was formerly enjoyed by means 
of a Canal, opened in 1796. It occupied, in part, the shore 
where Lewis' Ropewalks now stand, and extended up to the 
Dorchester road. This Canal has been filled up for several 
years, above Northampton Street 

MIDDLESEX CANAL. 

This canal unites the waVct c)cmm\\vTOf3ari3Mft.between Boston 
and the Merrimack mci, ax \)bkfc \icttim CiXtfSis&s&si^. '^S^ 
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first design of such a work was originated by public spirited 
indiyidaals of this city as early as 1789. The company was 
incorporated in 1793; and the canal constracted under the 
superintendence of Loammi Baldwin, Esq. The expense of 
the work has been about t520,000. The whole lengUi of the 
canal is 27 miles, 30 feet wide, and 4 feet deep. It com- 
mences at the tide water in Gharlestown, and ascends 107 
feet by 13 locks to the level of Concord river, (in Massachu- 
setts,) crosses its surface and descends 21 feet by 3 locks to 
the Merrimack, little above Pawtucket Falls. The locks are 
90 feet long by 12 wide, and are constructed of hewn stone in 
the most permanent manner. Boats of 24 tons, 75 feet long, 
and 11 wide, can navigate this canal. They are however 
generally smaller, and are drawn frequently by two horses 
at the rate of three miles an hour, but, in general, it takes 
twelve hours for the common boats to pass from Boston to 
the Merrimack, a distance of 30 miles. A raft one mile long, 
containing 800 tons of timber, has been drawn by two oxen, 
part the way at the rate of one mile an hour. There is an 
d^^t passage boat for the accommodation of passengers, 
which runs to Chelmsford three times a week during the 
sunmier season ; fare 75 cents. i 

The Merrmiack from Chelmsford is made boatable a dis- 
tance of 55 miles by canals and locks. Boats first pass the 
works at Wicassee Falls ; then through the Union locks and 
canals, over several falls ; thence over Amoskeag Falls, 45 feet 
perpendicular height, 30 miles from the head of Middlesex 
Canal ; thence over Hooksett Falls, 16 feet in height, thence 
through Bow Canal, 25 feet in height, to the upper landing in 
Concord, N. H. The expense of these canals and locks has 
been rising $110,000. A vast quantity of timber, fuel, grain, 
&c. the produce of a great extent of very fertile country is 
annually brought through these canals to our market. The 
toll in some seasons hfts amounted to upwards of l^l^^^. 
J9* 
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BANKS. 

There are in the city thirtyfive banks, with a captal of 
i2l, 000,000. The oldest is the Massachusetts Bank, which 
was incorporated in 1785. Through all the vicissitndes of 
commerce, foreign spoliations, the embargo, non-intercourse 
and the late war, the banks in Boston maintained their credit; 
paying promptly, on demand, the specie for their bills. From 
the middle of March to the middle of October, banking hours 
are from 9 A. M. till 2 P. M., and from 10 to 2 from October 
to March. 

The following list gives the names of the several banks 
in Boston, their location, and the amount of capital granted 
by their charters ; together with the names of the president 
and cashier of each. The charters of all the banks in Mas- 
sachusetts are granted to continue until the first of October, 
1851. 

Banks Location Capital 

American, 70 State street, t500,000 

Benj. Fiske, President. Wm. H. Odiome, Cashier. 

Atlantic, 8 Eilby street, 500,000 

Pliny Cutler, President, Benjamin Dodd, Cashier. 

Atlas, 65 State street, 500,000 

Samuel C. Gray, President. Joseph White, Cashier, 

Boston, 48 State street, 600,000 

Robert 6. Shaw, President. Jas. C . Wilder, Cashier. 

Columbian, 34 State street, 500,000 

John G. Torrey, President. William ColSn, Cashier. 

Commonwealth, 47 State street, 500,000 

John K. Simpson, President. Chas. Hood, Cashier, 

City, 61 State street, 1,000,000 

,F. J. Oliver, President. l^ii^\»^<QX^\\\sAms^CI^^ 
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B&nln Location Capital 

CoMMBBCiAL, 91 State street, 600,000 

Parker H. Pierce, President. Jos. Andrews, Cashier, 

Eagle, 61 State street, $500,000 

Titus Willis, President, John J. Fisk, Cashier, 

FuLTOK, 31 State street, 500,000 

Chas. Henshaw, President, Jos. D. Adams, Cashier, 

Frbemak*s, 6 Sea street, 150,000 

Andrew Drake, President, Jeremy Drake, Cashier, 

Fbanklin, South Boston, 150,000 

Josiah Dunham, President, B. F. Hathome, Cashier, 

Globb, 22 State street, 1,000,000 

James Bjeady President. Charles Sprague, Cashier, 

Gbanitb, Commercial wharf, 500,000 

J. Binney, President, Archibald Foster, Cashier. 

Hamilton, 66 State street, 500,000 

Daniel Denny, President. Joseph Hall, Jr. Cashier. 

Hancock, Merchants' Row, 500,000 

D. D. Brodhead, President, Edw. S. Erving, Cashier. 

KiLBY, 28 State- street, 500,000 

Peter Hanrey, President. J. M. Brodhead, Cashier, 

Lafayette, South Boston, 150,000 

Amasa G. Smith, President. Joshua Child, Cashier, 

Massachusetts, 66 State street, 800,000 

Jonathan Phillips, President, James Dodd, Cashier. 

Merchants', 28 State street, 1,500,000 

Franklin Haven, President, C. H. EUdredge, Ouhier. 

Market, City wharf, 500,000 

W. B. Reynolds, President. Sam'I O. Mead, Cashier. 

Middling Interest, Commercial street, 150,000 

John M. Fiske, President. James Ste«i\&^ CasV%«r . 
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Banks Location Capital 

Mechanics', South Boston, 150,000 

Charles Cole, Jr. President* Alvan Simonds, Cashier, 

Nbw England, 67 State street, 1,000,000 

Philip Marett, President. E. P. ClKrk, Cashier. 

North, 26 North Market street, $750,000 

John W. Trull, President. Gurden Steele, Cashier. 

Obibntal, 88 State street, 750,000 

George W. Pratt, President. Geo. P. Cook, Cashier, 

Shawmut, 92 State street, 500,000 

B. T. Reed, President. Thomas Drown, Cashier. 

State, 53 State street, 1,800,000 

E. A. Bourne, President. Jonathan Call, Cashier. 

Suffolk, 65 State street, 750,000 

Henry B* Stone, Presuient. J. C. Brewer, Cashier. 

Shoe and Leather Dealers', 87 State street, 500,000 

Enoch Baldwin, President. E. Plummer, Cashier. 

South, 40 State street, 500,000 

John Preston, President. John J. Loring, Cashier. 

Traders', 9 India street, 500,000 

David Dudley, President, Jeremiah Grore, Cashier. 

Trbmont, 41 State street, 500,000 

Sam'l T. Armstrong, President. Jas. Dalton, Cashier. 

Union, 40 State street, 800,000 

Samuel Fales, President. Chester Adams, Cashier. 

Washington, Washington street, 500,000 

A. Baldwin, President. D. A. Sigourney, Cashier. 

SATINOS BAHK FOR SXAMBlf 

At the comer of Dock Square and Washington Street, was 
incorporated in 1833. This proves to be a very useful insti- 
tution. 
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The ProTident InatituticMi for SaTings was ineorponited 
December 13, 1816- Tbii n ui eicellenl inatiluticm, inlead- 
cd to eacourags industry and pnidenca in the poarsT classea, 
ud to induce them la safe and Uy by something o{ tbeii 
earnings for a period of life whan they will be less elile to earn 
a mpport. Deposits are teccited as low as one dollar, and 
when any person's depont amonnis to five dallara , it is pot 
oa interest. The deposits may be withdrawn on slated days, 
if desired. The office of this instilulioa is opcD erery day, 
sieapt Sonday, from 9 A. H. (ill 1 o'clock, P. H. 



Bnnkei Hill Basil, 




pital*iG0,D0i> 


Bank of Norfolk, 


B»xbn.y, 


" im,oaa 


Bank of Br^hlon, 


Brighton, 


•• 300,000 


Cunbridge Bank. 


Cambridgeport, 


" 100,000 


Charles RiTer Bank, 


Cambridge, 


" 100,000 


CharlealownBant, 


Charlestown, 


" 150,000 


People's Bank, 


Roibnry, 


" lOOflOO 


Phcnmi " 




« »m,ooo 


Winthrop " 


RoTbory, 


" \tft!*A 



922 PICTURE OF BOSTON. 

INSURANCE COMPANIES. 

There are thirtytwo insurance companies in this city, the 
aggregate capital amounting to mrie mUliongf which, for so- 
lidity and safety, is not surpassed by any stock of the same 
description in the United States. Their capitals are generally 
entire and in many cases will command a premium; the 
mode of investment is restricted by the Legislature, and the 
amount which they are authorized to take on any one risk, is 
limited to ten per cent, on each respective capital. These 
restrictions have a tendency to give unbounded confidence in 
their security, and the liberality which has always charac- 
terized their business transactions, in the prompt pajrment of 
claims, cannot £ul to draw business from all quarters. There 
are two insurance com|ianies included in the number above 
stated, who do business only for the stockholders, cm the 
principle of mutual loss and profit. 

The following is a list of the several insurance eompanies, 
with the amount of capital employed : — 



Name 




Location 


Capital 


American 


— State street. 


•300,000 


Atlas 


31 


(( 


300,000 


Atlantic 


29 


(C 


260,000 


Boston 


62 


(( 


300,000 


Boston Marine 


52 


(( 


300,000 


Boylston Fire and Marine 


412 Washington si 


;. 300,000 


Columbian 


43 State street. 


300,000 


Commonwealth 


19 


t( 


300,000 


FHremiens' 


20 


tc 


300,000 


Fishing 


20 Commercial st. 100,000 


Franklin 


44 State street, 


300,000 


Globe Fire and Marine 


62 


C( 


200,000 


Hope 


15 


t( 


200,000 


India 


24 


tt 


200,000 


Manufacturers* 


29 


tt 


800,000 
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Name 




Location 


Capital 


Massachusetts Fire and Marine 


45 State street, 


300,000 


Massachusetts Hospital Life 


60 


C( 


500,000 


Massachusetts Mutual Fire 


17 


" estim'd 300,000 


Mechanics' Mutual Fire 


13 


(( (( 


150,000 


Mercantile Marine 


62 


(( 


300,000 


Merchants' 


38 


(( 


400,000 


National 


66 


tt 


1,000,000 


Neptune 


64 


(C 


200,000 


New England Marine 


36 


C( 


300,000 


Ocean 


23 


(( 


200,000 


Pacific 


46 


(( 


200,000 


Protection 


23 


(C 


200,000 



Suffolk corner of State and Gongnresssts. 300,000 

Tremont Fire and Marine Commercial wharf, 200,000 

United States 95 State street, 200,000 

Warren 90 " 100,000 

Washington 42 *' 200,000 

RECENT AND PROJECTED IMPROVEMENTS. 

In surveying the general appearance of Boston and its 
vicinity, many valuable changes are presented, which show 
the progressive industry of the citizens, and our municipal 
authorities. 

Within twentyfive years, about one hundred and fifty acres 
of made land has been added to the terra firma of Boston, 
exclusive of the flats reclaimed on the Neck ; and such has 
been the advancement in the business of local improvements, 
that strangers who were once familiar with the city, scarcely 
recognise their former haunts. 

The immense business heretofore almost exclusively con- 
fined to State street and its immediate vicinity, seems fast 
extending and dififusing itself toward the north and south 
portions of the city. Although there may be occasional mur- 
murs concerning the expenditures of money, the great mass 
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of citizens must approve of the plans which the City Qor- 
ernment have carried into operation. Faneml Hall Maiketi 
and the elegant edifices on either side, would do honor to any 
city in the world. The opening of Commercial street, firam 
the Market to the Marine Railways ; the extension of Broad 
street from Rowe's wharf to Sea street, Tremont street to 
Rozhory, and the opening of Blackstone street, are important 
improyements. For several years past, individual enterpriie 
has been no less conspicuous, and notwithstanding the 'pres- 
sure of the times,' the city of Boston never appeared in t 
more inviting and encouraging attitude. The strong marks 
of a wholesome prosperity are apparent, in every portion of 
the Peninsula and its immediate vicinity. Boston has kog 
enjoyed the reputation of being a neat city, and it bids fiur to 
gain the additional reputation of being a handsome one. 
Buildings every year are going up in all parts, on a very es- 
tensive scale. The 

GAS WOBKS 

Prove to be of great accommodation to the city, and is sn 
extensive establishment, owned by a single individual. It Ji 
situated on the westerly side of Copp's Hill, near Charkf 
town Bridge. Here are two large brick buildings, which by 
a judicious arrangement of the apparatus is considered nmfij 
spacious for the present. The erection of these works was 
commenced early in the spring of 1828, and so far advanced 
as to commence lighting in December following. 

SOUTH COVE COMPANY. 

This enterprise was projected by Mr Charles Ewer, in 
1831, and may be considered one of the most important im- 
provements ever set on foot in the city. It had in view the 
filling up and reclaiming from the tide waters, all that part of 
South Cove between Essex Street and Boston South Bridge, 
and east of Front Street, — forming eligible building lots, 
spacious streets and wharves. Some of our most enterprising 
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dtizens, and owners of building lots bordering on the 
CoTe, soon entered into the project with spirit. A company 
was formed, and an Act of Incorporation obtained from the 
legislature, Jan. 31, 1833,* with a capital of $600,000, divided 
into 1200 shares of $500 each. The corporation, under the 
agenof of Francis Jackson, Esq., has made rapid and aston- 
ishing progress in the completion of this great work. 

In April, 1833, the Corporation effected an arrangement 
with the Boston and Worcester Rail Road Corporation, by 
which it was agreed to fix the termination of their rail road 
and places of deposit within the Cove forever. In consider- 
ation of which the South Cove Corporation paid a bonus of 
$75,000. The work of filling up the Cove was commenced 
in May foUowing, and by the Agent's Report in Feb. 1837, 
the Corporation had purchased 3,184,212 feet of land and flats, 
equal to about 73 acres, at a cost of $493,593 71 ; and that 
about three fourths of the whole had been filled up with salt 
mud and gravel. About one fourth of the land is allowed for 
streets, which has already been laid out and approved by the 
City Government. These will add much to the general ap- 
pearance of the city, and be of great accommodation to the 
piablic. 

Among the sales made by the South Cove Corporation, 
which are calculated to increase the value of the remaining 
'■ land, (some at $1 per foot,) is 138,000 square feet, to the Bos- 
ton and Worcester Rail Road Corporation. Fortyeight thou- 
sand feet to the Hotel Corporation ; a large lot to the Albany 
Wharf Corporation ; and another to the Seekonk Branch 
Rail Road Corporation. The advancements made, and the 
improvements now in progress, place it beyond a doubt, that 
South Cove will become a place of extensive business. 

The success of this Corporation reflects great credit on 
those that have had the management of its concerns, cousid- 
ering the novelty and magnitude of the enterprise, as it first 

* TJiif Aot U to coaUniM in fore* forty joan from the paMiog tfiiwaof. 
20 
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appeared before the public — proposing to reclaim from the 
ocean n acres of land, at a cost of more than a million of 
dollars. 

THE NEW COUBT HOUSE, 

In Court Street, which has been mentioned on page 74, 
will ho doubt be considered an improvement and an ornament 
to the city, when the new street and other improvementajbi the 
vicinity shall be completed. It was originally contaDi^ilated 
to take away the old. Court House, in the rear, axi4 opea a 
street on each side of the new building, to be oontiniied 
through to School Street. The improvements in pipgress 
in Phillips Place, Pemberton Hill, are worth examiuog. 
Many will, no doubt, applaud the enterprise and p eiae ftgance 
that has led to these improvements, while then an iiCheiB 
who regret the loss of the hill — the last of Tkt 2%rw fflb, 
which gave rise to the name of Tremont« 

RAIL ROADS. 

The subject of constructing rail roads received early atten- 
tion from the citizens of Boston, but no decisive measoxes 
were adopted till about 1825. Since that time there have been 
charters obtained from the Legislature of Massachuflettn for 
the Ctuincy Rail Road ; the Boston and liowell Rail Road ; 
Boston and Worcester Rail Road ; Boston and PnmdeDes 
Rail Road ; the Western Rail Road, leading thnnigh Stock- 
bridge to Albany ; the Eastern Rail Road ; the Nashua and 
Lowell Rail Road ; the Andover and Haverhill Rail Road; 
the Seekonk Branch Rail Road ; Charlestown Branch ; Tann- 
ton Branch; Fall River Rail Road; the Mount Hope Rail 
Road, from Taunton to Somerset ; New Bedford and Fall 
River Rail Road ; Pittsfield and West Stockbridge ; Woi^ 
cester and Norwich Rail Road, and the Dedham Branch Rail 
Road. All these rail roads are calculated to facilitate and 
increase the communication between the interior ooimtry and 
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the city, and will no doubt have great influence in advancing 
the future prosperity of Boston. 

THE LOWELL BAIL BOAD 

Was the first important rail road chartered in this State, if we 
except the Experiment Rail Road at Quincy. The Act of In- 
corporation was passed June, 1830, with a capital of #600,000; 
this has since been increased. It leads from the depot, at 
Barton's Point, West Boston, across the Charles River nearly 
parallel to, and within 100 feet of Cragie's Bridge to East 
Cambridge ; thence through Medford, Wobum, Wilmington, 
Billerica and Tewksbury to Lowell, a distance of 25 miles. 
The first track of this road being finished, a locomotive engine 
passed from Boston to Lowell on it in one hour and seventeen 
minutes. A second track is nearly completed. This rail 
road is built in the most substantial manner, and is probably 
the best in the country. Cars run each way, twice a day. 
Faretl. 

WOBCESTEB BAIL BOAD. 

The Worcester Rail Road Company was incorporated Jan- 
uary, 1831, with a capital of $1,000,000, divided into 10,000 
shares. The work was commenced August 14, 1832. This 
rail road, besides leading directly to the centre of the State, 
is in the direct route to Albany, and bids fair to become the 
chief route to New York in the winter season, and most pro- 
bably will be that by which the grand Western and Southern 
mails will be conveyed. The length of this road from Bos- 
ton to Worcester, is 44 miles, and is graded for two tracks. 
It passes through the most dense population of the State, 
and must become the main trunk of roads to Connecticut, 
New York, Vermont and Upper Canada. From Boston it 
passes through Brookline, Brighton, Newton, Weston, Need- 
ham, Natick, Framingham, Hopkinton, Southborough, West- 
borough, ^Grafton, Milbury, to Worcester. One track having 
been completed, the road was opened July 6, 1836, with ap- 
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propriate ceremonies, and by the passing of a train of cars 
from Boston to Worcester, with about 300 passengers. A 
second track is now in progress. The cars pass each way 
twice a day, occupying about 2 1-2 hours, including stoppages 
at ten different places to accommodate passengers. Their 
depot is on Beach Street, South Cove. Fare, t2 to Wor- 
cester. 

PROVIDENCE BAIL BOAD. 

The depot of this rail road is near the westerly end of 
Boylston Street, west of the Common. The Act of Incorpo- 
ration to build this rail road was granted June 22, 1831. It 
passes through Roxbury, Dedham, Canton, Sharon, Fox- 
borough, Mansfield, Attleborough, Pawtucketand Seekonk, 
to Providence. This rail road, which is a single track, was 
opened in 1835, and is 41 miles in length. Cars pass each 
way twice a day, except on Sunday. Time usually occupied 
is 2 hours and 15 minutes. Fare, S2. 

SEEKONK BRANCH BAIL BOAD. 

The depot of this rail road is located directly along side of 
the Worcester Rail Road depot, on the South Cove lands. 
This is a branch road leading onto the Providence Rail Road 
to Seekonk, there branching off to the • Seekonk River. An 
Act of Incorporation was passed, granting this road April 16, 
1836, with a capital of $50,000. These works are in rapid 
progress. 

THE EASTERN BAIL BOAD, 

Granted by Act of Incorporation April 14, 1836, with a capital 
of $1,300,000, is in progress. This depot is located at East 
Boston, near the Ferry. It is contemplated to open the road 
as far as Salem in 1838. 

20* 
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BOSTON ASYLUM AND FARM SCHOOL. 
On Thomp«OD'« laUnd. 

In the year 1813, several gentlemen formed a society for the 
relief and education of sach boys as might be found destitute 
of parental and friendly superintendence. 

In February, 1514, an Act of Incorporation was granted 
them, and the society was organized, with the title of the 
Boston Asylum for Indigent Boys. For many years it was 
located at the comer of Salem and Charter Streets, in the 
house formerly occupied by Gov. Phips. 

On the 9th of June, 1835, the boys, 52 in number, were re- 
moved to Thompson's Island, which is within the limits of 
the city, and about four miles from the City Hall. 

A number of gentlemen in the city were very desirous that 
an institution should be established here, to which children 
either already corrupted, or beyond parental control, might 
be sent without the intervention of a legal conviction and 
sentence ; and in which such employments might be pursued 
by the children, as would make the institution, in the strict- 
est sense, a school of industry. A plan for this object was 
submitted to a few gentlemen, by whom it was approved and 
matured ; and a meeting was held in the hall of the Tremont 
Bank on the 27th of January, 1832, when a board of directors 
were chosen. Subscription papers were opened, and #23,000 
were soon obtained. In the summer of 1833 following, 
Thompson's Island, containing 140 acres, was purchased for 
the objects of the institution ; and a building is now com- 
pleted there, which, besides ample accommodations for the 
officers of the establishment, is quite sufficient for the 
charge of more than 300 children. A suggestion having been 
made of the expediency of connecting the proposed Farm 
School with the Asylum for Indigent Boys, conferences were 
held between the directors of these Institutions ; and in 
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March, 1835, they were united under the style of the Boston 
Asylnm and Farm School. 

The objects of the present institution are to rescue from 
the ills and the temptations of poverty and neglect, those who 
have been left without a parent's care : to reclaim from moral 
exposure those who are treading the paths of danger ; and to 
ofier to those, whose only training would otherwise have been 
in the walks of vice, if not of crime, the greatest blessing 
which New England can bestow upon her most favored sons. 
On the 1st of January, 1837, there was 107 boys ; all of whom, 
as well as all other persons connected with the establishment 
on the island, were in good health. The occupations and em- 
]doyments of the boys vary with the season. In spring, 
sunmier and autumn, the larger boys, work upon the garden 
and &rm. The younger boys have small gardens of their own, 
which afibrd them recreation when released from school. In 
the winter season most of them attend school, where they are 
instructed in the learning usually taught in our conmion 
schools, and some of them are employed in making and mend- 
ing clothes and shoes for the institution. The winter even- 
ings are occupied with the study of geography and the use of 
globes ; botany and practical agriculture ; lecturing on differ- 
ent subjects; singing and reading. Every boy in the insti- 
tution is required to be present during the evening exercises, 
if he is able. As to the success of the boys in the farming 
operations, Capt. Chandler, the superintendent, says, ' they 
have succeeded far beyond my expectations ; I think that 
they have done more work, and done it better, than the hoys 
of their age who have been regularly brought up to the busi- 
ness in the country, generally do.' And as to the comfort 
and contentedness of the boys, he says, ' they are all com- 
fortably clad with woollen clothes, shoes, stockings and caps, 
and appear to be as happy in their present situation, as boys 
generally are under the paternal roof. The boys are well sup- 
plied with books, and required to keep them in order — their 



PICTURE OP BOSTON. 233 

library containing about 400 yolumes of well selected books.' 
Opportunities are occasionally offered to the friends of 

boys at the institution, of visiting them on the island in the 

summer months. Twelve have been indented, principally as 

farmers. The present number is 106. 
The annual subscription is $8 ; for life membership $50. 

This institution bids foir to become one of the most useful in 

our city. 

CITY FINANCE. 

The amount raised by tax toward defraying the expenses 
of the City of Boston and the County of Suffolk, during the 
financial year commencing on the 1st of May, 1837, and 
ending on the 30th of April, 1838, is $460,000. There is 
$100,000, the city's income from rents and other resources, to 
be added to this sum, making the total amount to meet the 
expenses of the city, $560,000. The following are the most 
important uses to which the city's money is appropriated. 
For the salaries of the instructers of the schools, $85,000 ; re- 
pairs, fuel, and other contingent expenses of all the schools, 
$10,000; repairs of public buildings, $4,000; the purchase of 
land and erection of buildings for the accommodation of pri- 
mary schools, $12,500; burial grounds, public tombs and 
funeral cars, $3,500 ; care and improvement of the public 
lands, and preparing them for sale, $5,000 ; paving and re- 
pairs of streets, $40,000 ; widening and extending streets, 
$50,000 ; repairs of the bridges belonging to the city, $2,000 ; 
salaries of all city and county officers, $33,000 ; the city 
watch, $25,000 ; lamps, oil, gas, and superintendence, $18,000 ; 
fixtures to extend the use of gas, in lighting the streets of the 
city, $1,500; the fire department, exclusive of engine houses, 
$15,000; the erection, rent, and repairs of engine and hook 
and ladder houses, $8,000 ; bells and clocks, $1,000 ; the care 
and improvement of the common, malls, Fort Hill and Copp's 
Hill, $2,000; common sewers, wells, and pumps, $4,000; 
building reservoirs, $10,000 ; printing and stationary, $3,000 ; 
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the internal health department, induding sweeping the streets 
and removing house dirt and other nuisances, 926,000 ; the 
external health department; — expenses of quarantine, in- 
eluding repairs of the buildings on Rainsford Island, 92,000; 
the overseers of the poor, besides moneys received for the 
support of poor belonging to other towns, $13,675 ; the direc- 
tors of the House of Industry, besides income from the estab- 
lishment at South Boston, and moneys received for the sup- 
port of poor belonging to other towns, t21,000 ; the establish- 
ment for the employment and reformation of juvenile offenders, 
98,000 ; — The County of Sufiblk, including expenses of the 
courts, jails, house of correction, and all other chains except 
salaries, t3lj500 ; the payment of interest on the public debt 
of the city, 975,000 ; the reduction of the principal of the 
public debt of the city, 915,000. 

BEAL AND PEBSOKAL PROPERTY OF THE CITY OF BOSTON 
AND COUNTY OP SUFFOLK. 

The Common, comprising 50 acres of land. 

Fort Hill Common, and sundry lots of land adjoining. 

Land on various streets, formerly the Mill Pond. 

Upland and flats at the bottom of the Common, including 
the purchase of the Ropewalk lands, consisting of abcrut 25 
acres leased for a Public Garden. 

Lands on each side of the Neck ; comprising about 7,000,000 
of square feet of land, exclusive of streets and public squares. 

Two malls on the Neck. 

A lot of land on Pleasant Street, occupied by the State for a 
laboratory. 

A lot of land on the south side of the street leading from 
Washington Street to Boston South Bridge. 

Land and building on School Street, formerly occupied as 
an engine house. 

Engine houses, and the land on which they stand, in Salem, 
Mason, Leverett and East Streets, Dock Square, Pemberton 
Hill, and at South Boston. 
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House and land on Friend and Haymarket Streets, for en- 
gine house and fire hook and ladder eampanj. 

Four hurial grounds in the City. 

One « " on the Neck. 

One " « South Boston. 

Two tombs on Copp's Hill Burial Ground. 

Tomb in the South Burial Ground, with four apartments, 
for the interment of children, and 36 other tombs. 

One tomb in the Granary Burying Ground. 

One tomb in the Chapel Burial Ground. 

Faneuil Hall, with the stores under, and the land contigu- 
ous to the same. 

The New Market House, east of Faneuil Hall. 

The City Wharf, east of Faneuil Hall Market, leased at 
$10,000 per annum. 

Two wharves on Lynn Street, purchased in 1832, at 949,000. 
One leased at 92,750 per annum — the other occupied by the 
the city, for landing paving stones, gravel, &c. 

The City Hall, at the head of State Street. 

A fish stall at the north part of the city. 

County Court House and land, in School Street. 

Court House and prisons, in Leverett Street. 

New Court House, in Court Street, and land connected 
therewith. 

House of Industry, House of Reformation, House of Cor- 
rection, two houses for colored poor, school house, slaughter 
house, and other out-buildings, and 61 acres of land at Bel- 
levue, South Boston ; together with the stock on hand, the 
furniture, the farming utensils, and various articles apper* 
taining to the establishment. 
Deer Island, and the buildings thereon. 
Hospital on Rainsford Island, built in 1819, and a cottage 
for the resident physician, built in 1829. 
Two hay scales and three city pounds. 
Ward room and cellar, in Ward No. 3, and about 16,00 feet 
of land contiguous thereto. 
Stables on Haymarket Square, IIUI ?oii<i. 
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Eliot School House, in North Bennet Street 

Wells « in Blossom " 

Mayhew " in Hawkins " 

Latin " in School " 

Adams " in Mason " 

Hancock " in Hanover " 

Bowdoin " in Deme " 

Boylston " Port Hill. 

Hawes " at South Boston. 

Franklin " in Washington Street. 

English High School House, in Pinckney Street. 

Winthrop School House, on East Street. 

Johnson School House, on Tremont Street^ with about 
12,000 feet of land under and adjoining. 

Old Franklin School House, now occupied as a ward room, 
engine house, watch house and primary school house. 

Smith School House, in Belknap Street, including the 
grammar and writing departments, and two primary schools, 
for colored children. 

School House on tha Western Avenue, occupied by a pri- 
mary school. 

Lot of land on Purchase Place, bought for a primary school 
house. 

Primary School House aAd Land, in Tileston Street. 
" « " " in N. Margin « 

« " « « inCasUe « 

« " « " in South Street Court. 

" " " " in S. Margin Street. 

" " " " inDedham « 

" " " " on the Neck Lands. 

Twentytwo fire engines, and one at the House of In- 
dustry. 

Hose carriages, about 10,000 feet of leading hose, 310 pain 
of buckets, 600 hundred feet of suction hose, hose screws, 
caps, trumpets, badges, and various other implements apper- 
taining to the Fire Department. 
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The new Boat CtuaraDtine, with her three small boats, and 
other appurtenances in the quarantine service. 

Fortythree horses, with wagons, a chaise, carts, harnesses, 
&c. in the service of the city. 

Carriage for the transportation of paupers. 

Five funeral cars, with harnesses complete. 

Various public wells and pumps. 

About '50,000 feet of common sewers, laid by the city within 
the last 13 years, and now under the control of the City 
Government. 

Thirtynine reservoirs, constructed by the city within the 
last eight^years. 

Thirteen hundred and ninetyeight lamps, and various fix- 
tures for the use of gas in lighting the streets. 

Market scales, weights, &c. 

Bonds and Notes held by the City. 

Notes and bonds received on account of sales of 

Neck Lands, 45,580 89 

Various other bonds and notes in the hands of the 

City Treasurer, 468 76 

Notes and bonds transferred to the City Treasury, 

by the committee on the extension of FaneuH 

Hall Market ; — amount remaining unpaid, 1 3,000 00 

Note received on account of a lot of land, or flats, 

near the Franklin School House, . . . 1,666 00 
Notes received for sales of laud on Ann, Clinton 

and Fulton Streets, 3,883 00 

Notes received on account of sale of land on the 

MiU Pond, 12,491 94 

Notes received fot sales of lands and flats, near 

South Boston Bridge 1,163 48 

Note received in part payment for a house on Fort 

Hill, heretofore occupied by the City, as a 

Cholera Hospital, 2,440 00 

21 
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Bond received for sale of land in Milk Street, upon 
which the engine house used to stand, . . 1,867 05 

Bond received for sale of a lot of land on Eliot 
Street, - . . 1,718 00 



Making the whole amount of notes and bonds 
held by the City, May 1st, 1835, . . #84,279 12 



Statement qf the FVanklin FSmd^fcr the Ben^ qf Yowng 

Married Artificers. 

Estimated amount of the Franklin Fund, as stated 
in the Annual Report for 1836, . . . 21,476 84 

Amount of increase, during the year, fouraod a 
half per cent., . 966 46 



Value of the fund on 1st of Jan. 1837, . . #22,443 30 



PrarUiUn Fund For the Purchase of Medcds for the 

Pvblic Schools. 

Bank note for #1 ,000 : — on interest at five and a half 
per cent. 

ANCIENT BUILDINGS. 

After having surveyed the more modem productions, it 
may not be unacceptable to the visiter to take some notice of 
the remains of antiquity yet among us. 

Probably there is not one building now standing in Boston, 
which was in existence prior to the great fire of 1676. So far 
as we can discover, the oldest building which retains its 
original form, is that at the comer of Ann Street and Market 
Square, occupied by John K. Simpson, Jr. as a 
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It -ms bniU in 16S0, and though il benra the muk of ito 
age on ils rrant, ahoold it stand a centur; longer, it would in 
all likelibood remain u firm as il does now, a monument of 
the fidelity with which our rorebthere conitmcted tiuai 
bouses for business aud for habitation. 

In the same neighborhood, opposite Ibe Qolden Key, ve 
find one or two mora of the old fashioned stractum with pro- 
jecting upper stories. One of these vbs luterly occupied by - 
Hr Williaia Humes, prorerbinlly ' tlie honest silTersmilh ;' it 
was once Ibe resort of Franklin, who was a relative of the 
&mi)y ; and if the exterior should continue to appear less ia- 
Titingthan that of some buildings in the TJcinily, the owner, 
the occupant and the observer may improve the consideralion, 
by leflecting that no one of them ever gave shelter to a gnatsr 
man than tba lMt«r, 01 a better than the fonner. 
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The house at the corner of Richmond Street, next south of 
the * New Brick Church,' is a specimen probably of the first 
style of architecture introduced here, so fiir as the shape of 
the roof is concerned. The building next north of the same 
church is a specimen of the succeeding fashion. It is shown 
in the plate of the New Bride, 

Between what was formerly the Draw-bridge, in Ann Street, 
and the North Square, we find, I diink, but one of these an- 
cient houses, and that stands on a comer of Ann and Rich- 
mond Stieets. Ann Street, between those points, has been 
mostly destroyed by fiSre within 66 years, and the boildings 
now partake somewhat of the modem character. 

Gcdng north, we find four or five modem brick houses 
erected nnoe the fire, at the foot of North Square, in 1807, 
and then come to the only neighborhood where a sufficient 
number of ancient houses are clustered together to remind 
any one forcibly of the days of antiquity; this vicinity is also 
honorable, for it may truly be said again, * An honest silver- 
smith lives here.' These old buildings, which are wooden, 
extend a little below Sun Court Street, till we come to Lewis* 
buildings, so called, which is a large four stcnry brick block, 
in front of the hotel, which was formerly the mansion of the 
late Col. John May. 

At the period when the last mentioned house was erected, 
the North Elnd was a fiBLshionable part of the town, and the 
site on which it stands was elevated, and then afibrded a 
conmianding prospect Its exterior now shows that it was a 
substantial and elegant mansion, and it is said to have been 
finished in a superior style, to rival the mansion of the Clark 
family in Garden Court Street. Near the State House, on 
the west, is yet standing the 
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Of ihsl diatiDguTshcd patriot and ftienil of litwrtf, Johk 
flAHCOcE. Il is an ancient stone building, reneroble Tor it* 
yesis, but more so foi haTing been the residence cS a [oaii 
Those ntemory a so dear to the heart of eierf Bostoniim, and 
erery American, 

Besides these, the scrutinizing eye occasionally detect* 
■ome antique relic on buildings in serenil loore retired cor- 
neraoTtbecily. Ibesignofthe Blue Ball still marks tha 
bouse, which disputes the bnnot of giving birth to li^anldin, 
our (dftangbi pbilosopber, at the comer of Union snd Han- 
OTST Streets. A amall window in Prince St^t, midwajr 
fromHanovef to Salem Street.is worth a mile's walli, to one 
who neret lav a window 13 inches by 12, vrilh 9 paaes of 
glass Id leaden sashes. The siae of the biteks is to tbe con- 
Doissear a good crilerion eC the age of seTeral buildings. 
TboseinlheOld State House, built in 1712, are smaller tbas 
the older ones, and larger than those used ailer the lire ef 

ai* 
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ENVIRONS OP BOSTON. 

Probably there is no city in the United States that can 
boast of so many delightfid villages, pleasant and command- 
in{^ eminences and retired watering places, as Boston ; vil- 
lages and heights which present to the eye the most delight- 
ful and enchanting scenery, whose wholesome breeze enliv^ 
ens and invigorates the frame, and makes the muff of 
business cheerful. Some of the towns are venerable ior 
their age, and interesting, as the theatre of lerolotionary 
exploits. 

SOUTH B0ST02V. 

This section of the metropolis is so located as to seem to a 
btrungor more like a part of ttie environs than like au integral 
portion of the city. He will find here several establishments 
in the manufacturing line which may be examined with inter- 
est, and several public building's. 

The House of Industry and Correction, and the House of 
Kcfunnation, are two similar buildings, of rough dimension 
stone, 220 feet long, 45 feet wide, and 29 feet iiigh, they were 
uioslly croctotl by the cily government. The esiablishment 
of the House of Currocliou was authorized by a vtite of the 
town ou the ;Ui uf May, 1821. It was designed * for the re- 
straint and employment of the idle and vicious poor, for 
ha..ilual drunkards, beggars, and those condemned for petty 
oifences, in the inferior courts of justice. The House of In- 
dustry is destined for the comfort, support, and relief, and as 
far as they are com])eteut, for the employment of tlie virtuous 
poor, and of those ulune, who arc reduced to seek this refuge 
from misfortune, or age, ot m^wwc-^ .»■ 'l'.Vwa Institution for 
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the employment of juvenile ojSenders is connected with these 
establishments, txad is in;a separate building. 

The object of this institution is to take boys and girls, who 
are bad either from choice, habit or circumstance, and reform 
them and put them out to mechanics, farmers, &c. None are 
received except those who are sent by. the Municipal or Police 
Courts. Since its establishment there have been received 69 
girls and 339 boys ; of which number there remained in Dec. 
1832, 17 girls and 95 boys, in the house, making 112 total. 
All but 75 are reformed, and put out, or are ready to go to 
places. About 60 are received annually, and about the same 
number sent out. The expense of the clothing and food is 
#36,50 per head. The annual expense of the institution to 
the city, by whom it is supported, is about 4^6,500. 

QUINCY.* 

The town of Quincy, distinguished for its granite, and 
for having furnished two presidents of the United States, 
]ies about ten miles from Boston, in a southerly direction : 
bounded by Dorchester, Milton, Randolph, Braintree and 
Boston Bay, and is eight and a half miles long by seven and 
a half broad. The most settled part is towards the southeast, 
"wrhere there are thiee churches, several stores, a tavern, and 
a number of respectable dwellings. About half a mile from 
this village, northwest, is the mansion of the late John Adams, 
second president of the United States, now the residence of 
John Q^ Adams, sixth president of the United States* The 
southwest part of the town, from the Common, forms, with a 
little exception, a general body of granite rocks, rising to a 
height of 610 feet>bove the sea. Here are inexhaustible quar- 
ries of granite, which furnish a durable and beautiful mate- 
rial for building. From two of the quarries a rail road has 
been constructed through part of Milton to the navigable 
waters in Neponset river, a distance of three miles, and iS in 

*■ An intereiting history of this town, wa« published by the Rev. Geor|;e Whitney, 
1507. 
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sacoessful operation. The first quarry is called the Railroad 
quarry, and is about two miles from the river; the other is 
the Willard or Bunker Hill quarry, so called firmn the cir- 
cumstance tha^the stone for the Bunker Hill Monument is 
taken from this ledge. The Quincy Rail Road, the first 
constructed in this country, was built in 1826, by the Quincy 
Rail Road Company, under the direction and superintendence 
of Mr Gridley Bryant, and cost, for the whole three miles, 
$33,158 95, exclusive of land, wharf and cars. 

DOB CHESTER. 

The settlement of this town was commenced early in June, 
1630 ; it was then called Mattapan by the Indians. It lies 
about four miles from the city, and is bounded northerly by the 
Neponset River and Mother Brook, which divides it from the 
towns of Quincy and Milton ; southwesterly by Dedham, and 
northwesterly by Rozbury. The town is about^^sevcn and a half 
miles in length, and one and a quarter in breadth. At pres- 
ent it contains about 8000 acres, including Moon Island* 
The soil is generally rich and highly cultivated. The roads 
are numerous and crooked, but mostly level and kept in good 
repair. Many fine country seats and substantial farm-houses 
are thickly arranged on their sides, surrounded with fruit 
and other trees, which give a very picturesque appearance to 
the face of the country. The population amounts to 6000. 
They have a town house, four Congregational meeting-bouses, 
and one for Methodists. Their first church was gathered 
August 23, 1636, and the Rev. Richard Mather chosen pas- 
tor. He officiated 33 years, and died April 22, 1669, aged 
73. The Rev. Josiah Flint was ordained Dec. 27, 1671, and 
died Sept. 16, 1680, aged 35. Rev. John Danforth was or- 
dained June 28, 1682, and died May 26, 1730, aged 78. The 
Rev. Jonathan Bowman was ordained Nov. 5, 1729, and con- 
tinued in the pastoral office until Dec. 14, 1773 ; he died 
March 30, 1775, aged 68. Rev. Moses Everett was ordained 
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Sept. 28, 1774, and continued tUl Jan. 14, 1798; he died 
March 25, 1813, aged 63. The Rev. Thaddeus Mason Har- 
ris was ordained Oct. 23, 1793. A second church was gath- 
ered Jan. 1, 1808, and on the 7th of December following, the 
Rev. John Codman was ordained pastor. The third church 
was gathered June 25, 1817, and the Rev. Edward Richmond 
installed pastor. The fourth, which is called the ViUage 
Church, gathered in 1829, the Rev. David Sanford, pastor. 
At the northwest part of Dorchester, near Roxbury, the land 
rises to the height of 385 feet above the sea, affording a de- 
lightful view of the city and harbor. Savin Hill, which lies 
in the northeast comer of the town, is a place of considerable 
resort, during the summer season. The peninsula of Squan- 
tum is famous for its yearly feast of shells. Savin Hill Hotel 
is kept here by Mr Joseph Tuttle. 

BOXBITBY. 

This town was incorporated- Sept. 38, 1630. The centre 
of the town is two and a half miles from the City Hall. 
It is connected with Boston by the Neck, over which 
there is a continued street, compactly built the whole dis- 
tance. 

In the southwest part is Jamaica Plain, which is composed 
of a rich and productive soil, cultivated in a great degree as 
gardens and orchards, and producing vast quantities of vege- 
tables and fruits of the first quality. This plain is about two 
miles in length and one in breadth, on which are a great 
number of country seats and pleasure grounds. Here is a 
pond which supplies the Boston aqueduct. The whole 
forms one of the most delightful retreats in the vicin- 
ity of Boston. The southeast part of the town, including 
near one third of its surface, is considerably broken and 
rocky. Much of the town is compactly built, and nearly all 
the uplands are thickly interspersed with plantations. Mount 
Pleasant having been recently laid out into streets and built 
upon, has added much to the beauty of Roxbury. 
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Dr Joseph WaTren, Hajor CSeaenl in tha annies of ibe 
Dniled Stales, and who was stain in (he battle of Bunker 
Hill, was a natiTe of iMs town, aa iras also iDcreaso Somner, 
Esq., lata goioraor of (he Commonwealth. Qoveraor Shirlef 
had a fine seat heie, Utel; owned and occupied by the lata 
GoreniDT Eustis. 

Here aie three CoEgregationsl socielica, one Baptist, a 
UniiersBlist societf, and St. James' church. The Bsolcof 
Norfolk, the People's Baoh.and Winthrop Bank, are locatal 
here, and seveial eicelleut hotels. 




Is in Roibnry, near the Dorcheatei line. It wa fomtrlj 
the residence of T.E. Jones, Esq. , is owned brEdwaidD. 
Clarke, and kept b; Mr C. A. Fbgg, as a saminer boardinc 
house. It is a delightful resort for priiate paniea, hanog 
eTery accommodation for their lecrealion and amasement. It 
is sbonl four milea from the city, and receives eztensiTe pa- ■ 
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afioe view of Boston. Tbe establisb merit vnts opened by Hr 
Danmd, ihe present occupant, in 1327. Tbe hotel has sinca 
been much enlnrged and improTed. It coalaius twelve par- 
lors, between tbirly aad forty bed rooms, two dining rooma, 
and probably the most beautiful Assembly room in the United 
Stales, called Highland Hail. A line of coaches rnna from 
tbii place to Boston eiery half hour through tbe day. 



This holsl is situated on the Dedham Tumpibe, near lbs 
centre of the town, and aboat fire milea from ihe city. Thi* 
place has been kept as a public bouse fot more than tweot; 
years j and while under the oianagemenl of the senior Taft, 
wa» a distin^ished place of resort for parties. The hotel 
and grouods hare recently been much improved, and the es- 
tablishment is now kept by the younger Taft, in a style that 
adds credit to tbe place. It has a lai^ uaembly hall, ($ap 
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cious parlors, withdrawing and other rooms convenient for 
select parties. This place is also known as the Roxbury 
House, 

BROOKLINE, 

Next to Roxbury on the west, was formerly considered part 
of Boston. This town contains about 4,400 acres of land. Sev- 
eral gentlemen of Boston have their country seats here. This 
town lies on the west of the bay, and its hills and woodlands 
form a pleasing portion of the scenery in the view from Bos- 
ton Common. Brookline is four miles from the city, by the 
way of the Western Avenue. 

BRIGHTON, 

Was formerly part of the town of Cambridge and known by 
the name of Little Cambridge. It lies between Cambridge 
and Brookline. A cattle fair was oonuneftced here during 
the revolutionary war, and has been increasing in importance 
ever since. Most of the cattle for the supply of Boston mar- 
ket are brought in droves to this place ; often from two to 
eight thousai^d a week ; every Monday is the Fair day, when 
the dealers in provisions resort thither to make their pur- 
chases. Once a year, in the month of October, the Massa- 
chusetts Agricultural Society encourage a cattle show and 
exhibition of manufactures, by the offer and award of pnmi- 
ums for the best animals, products or articles of specified de- 
scriptions, produced in any part of this State. Brighton 
numbers about 1500 inhabitants. 

CAMBRIDGE, 

Is celebrated as the seat of Harvard College. This institu- 
tion was founded in the year 1^%^ and received its name 
from the Rev. John Harvard of Chariestown, who made the 
first great donation to its funds. Since that the benefactors 
of this institution have been numerous and liberal. Th« 



PICTURE OP BOSTON. 249 

college buildings are situated on a delightful plain, three 
miles from Boston. They are, University Hall, which is 
built of granite, 140 feet by 50 feet, on the ground, and 42 feet 
high. Harvard, Massachusetts, Mollis, Stoughton and Hol- 
worthy Halls, and Holden Chapel are all of brick : these 
buildings all stand within the enclosure of the College fence. 
Besides these, there is a new stone building lately erected, 
and three College houses, occupied by students, the Presi- 
dent's house, and those of several of the Professors, and the 
Medical College in Boston, all which belong to the Univer- 
sity. Divinity Hall, for a theological school, was built in the 
vicinity of these buildings in 1826. Cambridge has a Court 
House, Jail, State Arsenal, and fifteen houses of public wor- 
ship. There are three principal villages, Lechmere Point, 
Cambridgeport, and Old Cambridge, in the neighborhood of 
the Colleges. 

CHABLESTOWlf. 

This village, which contains about 8,500 inhabitants, ia 
bnilt on a peninsula similar to that of Boston, and is so adja- 
cent to North Boston, that the stranger would be led to sup- 
pose it a part of the city. Charlestown was settled in 1 630 by 
Gov. Winthrop's company. It has Mystic river on the east, 
over which Chelsea Bridge, near one mile in length, connects 
It with the Salem turnpike, and with the town of Chelsea ; 
and Maiden Bridge, opened September 23, 1788, 2420 feet in 
length, connects it with Maiden, and with the Newburyport 
tompike. It has a bay of Charles river on the west, and the 
peninsula is connected with the main land by a narrow neck 
on the north, over which a fine road leads to Medford and 
Cambridge. This town has ten houses for public worship, 
an elegant market house, a spacious almshouse, three banks, 
and many other public edifices. One of the principal navy 
yards in the United States occupies near sixty acres in the 
northeast part of the town. It is enclosed on the north by a 
wall of durable masomy, and surrounded on other sides by 
22 
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water. Oq this space are enclosed a large bridk warehoose, 
several arsenals, ropewalks, magazines of public stores, a 
large brick mansion house for the superintendent, and three 
immense buildings each sufficiently capacious to contain a 
ship of one hundred guns, with all the stages and apparatof 
for its constraction. 

The Dry Dock is built of hewn granite, 341 feet in length, 
by 80 in width, and 30 in depth. It is capable of admitting 
the largest ship in our navy, the entrance of the dock beii^ 
sixty feet across. The dock is furnished with two sets of 
gates called turning gates, weighing fifty tons each. Besides 
there is what is denominated the floating gate, which weighs 
300 tons, built like a vessel, is 60 feet long, 16 wide, and 30 
in height— requiring about 19 feet of water to float it. This 
is set in a groove outside of the other gates, filled with pig 
iron, for ballast. For emptying the dock of water, a power- 
ful hydraulic apparatus is employed, wrought by a steam 
engine of sixty horse power. There are eight lift pumps, 
each two feet six inches in diameter, and dischai^ing alto- 
gether, at every stroke, twelve hogsheads; there are also 
eight chain pumps, one foot in diameter. The water is first 
forced from the dock into wells, then into a large reservoir, 
whence it runs into the sea. The weight of the steam engine 
and machinery is about 122 tons. The floating gate is said 
to contain timber enough to build a ship of three or four hun- 
dred tons ; and some three or four thousand dollars worth of 
sheathing and bolt copper have been used upon it. The 
turning gates, at high water, sustain a pressure equal to about 
800 tons. The frigate Constitution, or ' Old Ironsides,' has 
the honor of being the first vessel introduced into this dock. 
The Massachusetts State Prison is located on the most 
western point of Charlcstown. The Old Prison was erected 
in 1814-15, with walls enclosing a yard, subsequently en- 
larged to its present size, being 600 feet long by 240 wide. 
The State purchased about five acres, (mostly of flats) on 
which there has also been constructed a commodious wfaaxf, 
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which, with the garden, embraces an area equal to that of the 
.Prison yaid. The walls, which are 6 feet thick at the base, 
and 15 to 1J8 feet high, are constructed of granite ; are washed 
on the north and west by tide waters, and are picketed on 
the top, having a platform for the accommodation of the sen- 
tinels, with six watch boxes. The wharf and garden are 
also secured by pickets 1 6 feet high. South of the old prison, 
66 feet, is erected a warehouse. The whole cost of the estab- 
lishment was $170,000. At the west end of the yard, a lock 
has been since constructed, admitting canal boats, with wood, 
stone, &c. through an aperture under the wall, dosed by 
strong gates. 

The rooms in the old prison, having been found too large, 
and experience having exhibited the beneficial tendency of 
solitary night rooms, a law was passed in 1826, by recom- 
mendation of Governor Lincoln, for the building of a new 
prison, to contain 300 solitary night cells, enclosed in an 
external wall, with a strong roof over the whole, on what may 
be termed the Auburn plan, and to which has been added a 
cookery and chapel,— the whole cost $86,000. This edifice 
was occupied by the convicts on the 3d of October, 1829, and 
is without doubt one of the most commodious prisons in the 
United States. From the time of its being occupied, the 
rules and regulations framed by the Board of Inspectors, and 
sanctioned by the Governor and Council, 30th January, 1830, 
have been acted upon ; and together with the laws of the 
Commonwealth, on which they are founded, and the mode of 
executing them, as adopted by the warden, have resulted, it 
is believed, beneficially to the Institution and the convicts 
themselves. There are usually about 250 convicts. White 
persons of respectability are admitted to visit the Prison at 
any time except on Fast Day and the Sabbath, by paying 25 
cents each. Tickets may be obtained on entering the outer 
yard, by applying to the gate keeper. 

The Maclean Asylum for the Insane, is also in this town, 
delightfully situated on a beautiful eminence. Market Square 
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is one of the handsomest public squares in New Elng^and. 
June 17, 1775, the erer memorable battle of Bmiker HiQ was 
fonght in this town. This biaittle, most bloody in its details, 
most important in its consequences, fought on onr soil, has 
consecrated the heights of Charlestown to everlasting fame. 
Bunker Hill is situated on the eastern part of the penin- 
sula; and is 113 feet above the level of high water. Ths 
redoubt and entrenchments which sheltered the heroes of that 
bloody day are still visible ; and a monument, composed of 
the imperishable granite of our hills, has been commenced 
on the battle ground, to point out the spot to unborn geneia- 
tions. 

BUNKEB HILL MOHUMEHT. 

The comer stone of this Obelisk was laid, by the hands of 
the illustrious Lafayette, on the 17th of June, 1825. On this 
occasion an immense concourse of citizens assembled from 
all parts of the United States, to witness the interesting cere- 
monies. The depth, however, &t which it was laid, being 
insufficient to resist the action of the frost, it was taken up, 
the foundation sunk, the same relaid, and on the 21st of 
July, 1827, the base, 50 feet in diameter, was completed. 
From this base, according to the plan, the mcmument is to 
rise 220 feet. While the funds held out, this great work 
advanced under the superintendence of Mr Solomon Willard, 
the architect, who generously gave three years service and 
SlOOO, in aid of this patriotic undertaking. 

It will form, when completed, an obelisk thirty feet square 
at the base, and fifteen at the top. It will consist of eighty 
courses of Quincy granite, each course two feet eight inches 
in thickness; and will be the highest of the kind in the 
world, and only below the height of the Egjrptian pyramids. 
The whole quantity of stone necessary for this work, is 6,700 
tons. 

The battle ground contsans ^k^orax ^k!^«Kii %s:n&\ \a obtain 
a clear title to w\iic\i, iiiv% socaax:^ ^tadL%i\,^«», \aL -^jwrrrS^- 
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ing with the work to the laying of the first fourteen courses, 
the Society expended all their funds, and 120,000 in addition, 
raised by mortgage on part of the land. With $30,000 more, 
the monument could be finished within eighteen months ; and 
$20,000 in addition would clear the land from all incum- 
brances. 

The Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association has 
undertaken to raise funds and complete the work, and they 
have carried it up about eighty feet from the foundation. 

CHELSEA, 

Was formerly a part of Boston, and until incorporated as a 
town in 1738, was called Rumney Marsh. The Indian name 
was Winnisimmet. It is situated about three miles northeast 
of Boston, west of Lynn Bay, at the mouth of the Mystic 
River, and is now the only town which remains connected 
with the city to form the county of Sufiblk. The surface of 
the town is broken into several beautiful eminences, the high- 
est of which is Richmond Hill, known in the period of the 
Revolution as Powder Horn Hill; its height is 220 feet above 
the sea. Mount Bellingham is another eminence of gradual 
slope ; it is laid out into streets, and affords delightful build- 
ing lots, over its whole surface. Near the centre of the town, 
there is a very neat and commodious town house, two 
churches and about sixty dwelling houses. About two miles 
from the town house, is the celebrated Chelsea Beach, a 
place of great attraction to strangers during the summer 
months. At the ferry landing Winnisimmet Village has 
grown up within a few years, and is now the most thickly 
settled part of the town. Here are situated the U. S. Ma- 
rine Hospital, and the U. S. Navy Hospital, both under good 
regulations and management. An extensive Academy is in 
progress. The site of this village, which was improved as a 
farm in 1830, is well laid out into streets and lots^ and ha& 
upwards of 260 buildings elected w^n. vX. ^\v& \^^^^^a 
societies here, are the JFKrst Uhiort ChuTch. «sA >Xft "Pxt^ 
«2* 
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Baptist Church; the latter has erected a very neat and 
convenient house, 64 by 49 feet, with a handsome steeple. 
The principal communication with the city is by the Chelsea 
Bridge, through Charlestown, and by the Winnisimmet ferry, 
one mile and three eighths across. On the ferry there are five 
steamboats, two of which are usually kept plying from day- 
light in the morning till 1 1 o'cloek at night, occupying from 
10 to 15 minutes each passage. Rate of toll : — For each foot 
passenger 6 1-4 cents, or 25 passage tickets for tl ; yearly 
ticket for one person, 9l2; a family ticket, entitling three 
persons, $18, and 92 for each additional person. 

LYNN, 

Tn the county of Essex, is one of the oldest towns in the 
State. Its settlement was begun in 1629. It is nme miles 
northeast from Boston, and contains 10,000 inhabitants. 
The principal business is the manufacture of ladies' shoes, 
of which upwards of 2,500,000 pairs are made annually. 
The public buildings are a hotel, town- house, post-office, 
two banks, an academy, nine school houses, and ten churches. 
The town is pleasantly situated on the northern shore of 
Massachusetts bay, with the river Saugus on the west, and 
a range of hills on the north. A turnpike from Salem to 
Boston passes through it, on which are two bridges ; one a 
draw-bridge over Saugus river, and the other a floating 
bridge across a pond, which may be regarded as a curiosity. 
The eminences around the town afford a great variety of 
pleasant prospects ; particularly High Rock, which furnishes 
a beautiful view of the town, harbor, city, and adjacent 
places. There is a mineral spring of chalybeate waters in 
the eastern part of the town, on the margin of a beaatiful 
lake, supplied with sail boats, and a house of accommodaticm, 
which furnishes an agreeable retreat. But the greatest cari- 
osity in the town is the Lynn Beach, a bar of sand, one and 
a half miles in length, connecting \h% main land with the 
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peDinsula of Nahant. A very thorough History and an accu- 
Tate Map of Lynn and Nahant, have been published by Alonzo 
Lewis. 

NAHANT. 

This place having become a fashionable resort during the 
summer season for strangers and the citizens of Boston, it 
demands a particular description. It is a peninsula running 
three or four miles into the sea, and is situated fourteen miles 
northeasterly from Boston. By land it is approached from 
the village of Lynn over a beautiful beach of a mile and a half 
in length. At the extremity of this beach commences the 
peninsula, which is about two miles in length, and in some 
parts half a mile broad, although its shores are extremely 
irregular and indented with small bays worn into the rocks 
by the unceasing action of the waves. The surface is une- 
ven, rising in some places to the elevatiiMi of sixty or seventy 
feet above the level of the sea. The shore is very bold, and 
presents, on all sides, a grand embankment of broken massy 
rocks. At several points these rocks are worn into fantastic 
shapes, and at the time of high tide, or a swell of the sea, 
the roar and foam of the waters among them present a most 
interesting spectacle. On the southern side there is a curi- 
ous grotto or cavern, called the Swalloxo Housei the entrance 
of which is about ten feet wide, five feet high, and seventy 
feet long, increasing after a few steps to fourteen feet in 
breadth, and eighteen or twenty feet in height. Great num- 
bers of swallows inhabit this cave, and hatch their yonng 
here ; and it is a common opinion that they repose here in a 
torpid state during the winter. On the north shore is a 
chasm, thirty feet in depth, called the spouting horn, into 
which, at about half tide, the water rushes with tremendous 
violence. The whole expanse of the ocean spreads out 
towards the east, and, after a storm, the rolling waves come 
pouring in their immense burden upon these rocks with such 
a power, sublimity and uproar of contending elements as can 



V- 



258 PICTURE OF BOSTON. 

THE MAVERICK HOUSE. 

This extensive establishment, now the largest in New 
England, was opened on the 27th May, 1835, under the sape^ 
intendence of Major J. W. Barton, and takes rank with the 
first houses in the city. Its erection 'was commenced in 1833, 
and in 1835 it was completed by the East Boston Company. 
During the summer of 1837, it was very much enlarged and 
improved. It has two fronts, and two principal staircases, 
winding up to the height of six stories, each surmounted with 
a commodious cupola or observatory. From these, the mcit 
extensive, varied and interesting views may be had, of the 
city, country, navy yard, islands and the ocean. 

The southern front is 160 feet in length, (22 windows) and 
the eastern is about 100 feet, each provided with two en- 
trances. The house contains more than 200 rooms. Tlie 
rotunda and entrance halls in each story, extend the whole 
length of both fronts, and with the piazza around the parlor 
story, afford pleasant walks for the inmates. 

The office, reading room, refectory, dining hall, &c. are oa 
the first floor. On the 2d, ladies' dining hall, saloon, parlors, 
and suits of rooms for families. This House, although not 
in the city proper, is less than half a mile from its busiest 
marts, and is intimately connected with it by ferry-boats and 
omnibuses. Its location, for summer and winter residence, is 
very pleasant and commanding. In summer it is cool, airy 
and agreeable, and in winter the house is warmed by stoTes 
and furnaces. It has bath houses, stables, &€. 

The East Boston Company deserve great praise for the truly 
liberal manner in which they have endoioed this House. They 
have spared no expense to render it 'perfect^ and have furnish- 
ed it in a manner to gratify the taste and afford the most de- 
sirable acconmiodations. The excellent host has identified 
himself with the house — he is courteous and gentlemanly— 
his management quiet and effective — his table, wines, and the 
quiet comfort of his house are the praise of aU visitors. 
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ANNALS OP BOSTON. 

BY ALONZO LEWIS. 
Written in 1887, and connecting facts of the present date. 

1621. September 10. An exploring party from Plymouth 
discover the peninsula called Shawmut. The sachem is 
Obbatinewat. It contains about six hundred acres, thinly 
covered with trees. By the intersection of two small creeks, 
it is divided into three islands at high tides. It has three 
hills, of which the western is the highest, and terminates in 
three summits, whence the Indians call it Shawmut, or the 
Mil with three tops. The English call it Trimountain. 

1622. A party from Plymouth make another visit to 
Shawmut. 

1626. The Rev. William Blackstone, an Episcopalian, 
the first white inhabitant of Boston, builds a cotts^ in 
Spring street, near the western, extremity of the peninsula, 
which from hmi is called Blackstone's Point. 

1628. A tax of £l2 7s. is laid upon the whole colony, of 
which Mr Blackstone's share is 12«. 

1629. Mr Samuel Maverick makes his residence on the 
island called East Boston, where he builds a fort mounting 
four guns. He is an Episcopalian, and is esteemed 'the 
most hospitable man in all the country, giving entertainment 
to all comers gratis.' 

1630. A large number of emigrants from England arrive 
in June and July, among whom is Mr John Winthrop, who is 
chosen iGk)vernor, and makes his residence at Charlestown. 

The Indians in the eastern neighborhood are governed by 
a sachem called Wonohaquaham, whose residence is at Win- 
nisimmet. Those on the west are governed by Ghickataubut, 
whose principal residence is at Weymouth. 

July 8. A day of thanksgiving is kept for safe arrival. 

July 30. Friday. A day of lasting and prayer is obsenred 
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on account of much sickness. A church is focmed it 
Charlestown. 

Mr Blackstone infonns the governor of an excellent ^rbig 
of water at Shawmut, and Mr Isaac Johnson comes oYer tnd 
makes his residence in Tremont street. 

So much provision has been sold to the Indians for beater, 
that food becomes scarce, and the ship Lion is sent to Einglaiid 
for more. Other vessels return, carrying many sick people. 

August 23. The first court of Assistants is held on boaid 
the Arbella. 

August 27. Mr John Wilson is chosen minister of the 
church at Charlestown, including the people of Shawmnt 

September 7. The second court of assistants order thtt 
Trimountain shall be called BOSTON, and the church ii 
removed to this place. 

September 30. Mr Isaac Johnson dies, and is buried in hit 
own lot, which afterward becomes the burial ground of Eing^ 
Chapel. 

October 19. The first General Court is held at Boston, 
and 103 persons desired to be made fireemfin. In a pabUc 
tax of jCso, Boston pays £ll. 

October 23. Mr Edward Rossiter, one of the assistants, 
dies. Three children are baptized this month. 

A vessel sent to the Narragansetts to trade, brings home 
100 bushels of com. 

November 9. The first court of assistants is held at Bos- 
ton. Gov. Winthrop makes his residence in Washington 
street, near the Old South Church. 

November 27. Three servants of the Governor are driven 
to sea in a boat. After remaining four days without food, 
they gain the shore at duincy. 

December 22. Richard Garrett, one of his daughters, and 
four other persons, leave Boston in a boat for Plymouth. 
They are wrecked on Cape Cod, and all, except the girl and 
one man, frozen to de«x\i. 
JDeoember 26. C\»xVia T««i\a'5wa«sv w«i. ^^X^^ms^ 
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suffer much from cold and wantof provisioDs, and subsist on 
c]ams, muscles, ground nuts and acorns. Many cows and 
goats are abroad for want of shelter. 

1631. February 5. The ship Lion returns with pro- 
visions, and brings the Rev. Roger Williams a passenger. 
Flour is 14s. a bushel. 

February 10. The ice in the river breaks up. 

Febraary 18. Capt. Robert Weldon dies, and is buried 
with military honors. 

February 22. A day of thanksgiving is kept for the arri- 
val of the ship Lion. 

March 8* Flocks of wild pigeons pass over, so numerous 
as to 'obscure the light.' 

March 16. The first fire in Boston happens about noon. 
Mr Thomas Sharp's house took fire from the chimney, the 
top of which was wood, and the roof covered with thatch. 
The wind drove the fire to Mr William Colbum's house, and 
both were burnt down. 

March 22. The court order, that all persons having cards, 
dice, or gaming tables, shall put them away before the next 
court. 

A gentleman of Boston is fijied, because his servant had 
burned two Indian wigwams for mischief. 

March 23. Chickataubut comes to Boston, and present! 
the Grovemor with a hogshead of Indian com. 

March 26. Wonohaquaham of Winnisimmet, and Monto- 
wampate of Lynn, request the Governor's assistance in re- 
covering the value of twenty beaver skins, of which one 
Watts in England had deprived them. 

April 4. Wahginnacut, a Connecticut sachem, visits the 
Governor and desires his friendship. 

April 12. The court order that the captains shall tram 
their companies every Saturday. 

April 15. Chickataubut again visiu the Governor, who 
presents him with an entire suit of clothfia. kx ^2msKt.^\!A 
23 
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refiised to eat until the €k>Tenior had asked a blessng, 
and afterward requested him to give thanks* 

May 16. A false alarm is made in the night, by firisf 
a gun, and spreading a report that the Mohawks were 
coming. 

May 18. William Cheeseborough's boose is burnt at noon, 
' all the people being present.' 

Thomas Williams is allowed by the court to commenoe 
a ferry from Winnisimmet to Boston, and to haTe four pence 
for each person. 

May 27. Indian com is ten shillings a bushel. 

June 1 4 . EkI ward Gonvers has liberty to commence a ferry 
from Charlestown to Boston, to haye three pence for each 
person. 

Wonohaquaham and Chickataubut, being informed of some 
damage which their men had done to our cattle, make com* 
pensation. 

Philip Radclifi*, for censuring the churches and gorem- 
ment, has his ears cut off, is whipped, and banished. 

July 26. A night watch of six persons is appointed. Bos* 
ton, Charlestown, and Roxbury, furnish two men eadi. 

October 25. Gov. Winthrop and several officers go on 
foot to Lynn and Salem, through the ford of Saugus river. 
The Governor notices * a plentiful crop.* 

November 4. The ship Lion arrives with man pro- 
visions, and is welcomed with ' such joy as has never been 
seen in New England.' 

November 11. A day of thanksgiving is kept. 

1G32. April 3. Conant's Island is demised to Mr Win- 
throp, and is called Governor's Garden. 

May 24. A fortification is begun on ' the com hill,' after- 
ward Fort hill. 

June 13. A day of thanksgiving for English victories. 

August 3. Canonicus, a Narragansett sachem, now called 
Mecumeb, with IweWe lwd\as\s^'m\ta Boston. 
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August 6. Sunday, during public worship, three of Mecu- 
meh's men break into a dwelling house, for which they are 
punished and sent home. 

The first meeting-house is built, at the comer of State and 
Deyonshire streets. 

August 20. GrOY. Winthrop has a child bom and baptized 
WiUiam. 

Miantunnomoh visits Boston on business for his nation. 

The windmill is removed from Cambridge to Copp^ hill. 

The summer is cold, and the com much eaten by worms. 

September 1. A camp is pitched for exercising soldiers, 
for fear of the Indians. 

September 14. Chickataubut, Wonohaquaham, and M(m- 
towampatC; are summoned to Boston, and profess peaceful 
intentions. 

September 27. A day of thanksgiving. 

October 3. The court decide that Boston ' is the fittest 
place for public meetings.' 

The court order that no person shall take any tobacco pub- 
licly, under a penalty of one penny. 

October 18. A vessel arrives from Piscataqua with sixteen 
bushels of com. 

November 7. The people of Boston are allowed to fetch 
wood from Dorchester for twenty years. 

1633. January 9. A son of Mr William Oliver is killed 
by the falling of a tree. 

March 4. In a tax of £30, Boston is rated £5, 

April 1. The court order that Mr Blackstone shall have 
fifty acres of land, he being * the first European inhabitant.' 
The portion assigned him is bounded by Beacon, Belknap, 
and Cambridge street. 

The island, called East Boston, is granted to Mr Samuel 
Maverick, he paying to the court, ' a fat wether or a fat hog 
annually, or £l0 in money.' Winnisimmet FerrY ia <l^ 
granted to him. 

Jane 19. A day of thanksgrnng is \l<bv^ 
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Aaginst A great scarcity of com. 

Noyember. Chickataubut dies of the small poz- 

December 4. The snow is knee deep. 

December 5. Wonohaqnaham dies of small poz, and many 
other Indians. Mr Maverick buried thirty in one day. He 
relieved many of the sick, and took home their children. 

1634. Sforch 4. The representative system is estab- 
lished. Before this, <tbe freemen had attended the ooutt in 
person. The first repMentatives of ^toeton are Mr Edmund 
Qoincy, Capt. John UndoAfll, and Mr John Coggshall. 

Samuel Cole opens the first house for public entertainmoit. 

John Cogan opens the first Elnglish goods store in State 
Street 

May 1. The fortification on Fort hill is in a state of de- 
fence. 

May 14. The court order that Boston shall have * con- 
venient enlargement.* The lands granted were at Chelsea, 
Quincy, and Brookline. 

July 29. The Grovemor and others meet at Castle Island, 
and determine to build a new fortification, afterward Fort 
Independence. 
' September 1 . The first volume of Town Records begins. 

October 14. The weather is very hot, without rain for six 
weeks. 

November 5. The Rebecca arrives firom Narragansett 
with 500 bushels of Indian com. 

November 10. The town purchases Mr Blackstone's * right 
and title to the peninsula of Shawmut,' for jC30. Each firee- 
holder paid siz shillings, and some more. 

November 21. Two men and two boys, going in a boat to 
Maverick's Island, were drowned. 

December 4. A great snow storm, and the bay frozen over. 

December 11. The people of Boston choose seven men to 
divide the lands. 

1635. Januaiy 19. T\\a itmiHsXAT^ tc&sx <«iL ^^iwfus^ to 
consider two questions •. \s\, ^\i^x>Ma\3s»i««^^ifiws^'»r 
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ceive a Govemor from England? (negative.) 2d, Whether 
they should continne to bear the cross in their banners ? (de- 
ferred.) 

Six men were detained a week on Governor's Island by bad 
weather. 

February. A man is drowned in crossing the ice to Win- 
nisimmet. 

February 9. Each able man is allowed two acres, and each 
able youth one acre, to plant. 

March 3. Boston Ci allowed.fix pieces of ordnance, and 
£30, for the fortification on Fort hill. 

March 4. The court order that brass farthings shall be 
discontinued, and that musket bullets shall pass for farthings ! 

March 23. The town vote that any persons making any 
hindrance in town meeting by private conference, shall pay 
one shilling each. 

April 2. The town vote * that our brother, Philemon Por- 
ment be intreated to become schoolmaster.' 

Mr Samuel Maverick goes to Virginia to trade. 

May 6. A beacon is ordered to be set on ' Sentry hill,' af- 
terward Beacon hill, back of the State House, and a man 
appointed to fire it in case of danger. 

August 16. One of the greatest storms ever known in 
New England, blew down ' many hundred thousand of trees,' 
damaged com, houses, and ships, and caused the tide to rise 
twenty feet. 

October 6. Mr Henry Vane comes to Boston, and resides 
in Tremont street. 

Rev. WiUiuii Blackstone removes to Study Hill on Black- 
stone's River. He planted the first orchard in New England, 
and the Blackstone Sweetings are still in good repute. 

The town grants lands at dnincy, to Edmund doincy and 
William GoddringUm. 

1636. January 1* The ship Rebecca ^ves from Bermu- 
da with 30,000 pounds of potatoes, ^\)iO(i v[% w3A <«xv«^ 
peaee a pound, 
29* 
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Febraary 25. A day of thanksgiving h kept 

May 25. Mr Henry Vane is chosen GoTemor. 

Another windmill is built. 

June. A great war is commenced with the Pequods. 

August 3. Mr Samuel Maverick returns from YirginiB, 
with 14 heifers and 80 goats. 

August 6. A subscription is made for Mr Daniel Mande, 
* free schoolmaster.* 

August 24 . Eighty men are sent against the Poqiiods. 

October. Mrs Ann Hutchinson begins to preach her peen- 
liar doctrines. 

1637. January 20. A public fast is observed. 

March 21. Miantunnimah sends to the Governor a P»- 
quod's head and forty fathom of wampum. 

April 10. Another company sent against the Pequods. 

May 16. Of 160 sent against the Pequods, Boston far- 
nishes 26. 

June 15. A day of thanksgiving for victory over the Pe- 
quods. 

June 20. A salute from the fort accidentally kills a paf* 
senger on board an English vessel. 

June 26. The young Lord Ley came to Boston. 

July 6. Fortyeight Indian women and children taken pris- 
oners, are brought to Boston and sold for slaves. 

July 12. Ayanemo, sachem of Natick, comes to Boston 
with seventeen men and makes friendship. 

August 3. Sir Henry Vane and Lord Ley return to Ew 
gland. 

August 26. The soldiers return fimm the Peqnod war. 

September 28. Two men are bimg: John WiUiams fix 
the murder of John Hoddy, and WiUkm Schooler for the 
murder of Mary Sholy. 

The selectmen, for the first time, newn pay. 

In a rate of £400 Boston pays £5S 4t. 

October 12. A da^ ol Vka&\u^^^ieB% int ^<<>sjusri <»)« the 
Pequods. 
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November 1. MiantunDomoh again visits Boston. 

1638. January 13. Thirty men, going to Spectacle Island 
for Wood, are driven out to sea for several days, and one 
perishes. 

January 16. The public ammunition is removed to Rox- 
bury and Cambridge. 

March 13. The line between Boston and Lynn is estab- 
lished at Bride's brook. 

Mrs Hutchinson is banished from Massachusetts. 

April 12. A public fast is observed. 

April 21. Oosamequin comes to Boston and makes the 
Governor a present of twenty beaver skins. 

The winter and spring were very cold, and the people were 
compelled to plant their com several times. 

June 1 . A great earthquake. 

The Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company formed. 

June 6. Uncas, Sachem of the Mohegans, appears at Boc- 
ton to answer to a charge of harboring Pequods. 

Twenty vessels, with 3000 persons, come over this year. 

August 3. A great storm raises the tide very high, and 
drives a ship ashore at Charlestown. 

September 25. A great storm and very high tide. 

December 6. Dorothy Talbye » hung for murdering her 
child, three years old, in a spiritual delusion. 

December 13. A public fast is observed. 

December 15. A great storm occasions much damage. 

1639. January 16. An earthquake. 

March 16. A great storm, with high tide. f 

April. Mr Edward Howe, a representative from Lynn, 
lalls dead at the ferry, wbife waiting for the boat. 

The Indians of BlodI liland fend ten fathoms of wampum 
to the Grovemor* ^ 

May 6. Two regimMits, of 1000 soldiers, parade at Boston. 

May 1 1 . Two Namguisett sachems send to the Qa^^sc^^x 
thirty fathoms of vmofom* Seq;um) «i Co'(mex>AKSQX %a^^3<^\ 
'^eada ten Atl^omt, 
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June 4. A great drought, without rsin for six weeks. 

September 17. The subjects of Boston at Qninqr desiie i 
minister, and the town sends them two. 

1640. February 13. Mount Wollaston incorporated with 
the name of Braintree. 

Boston Common is preserved by a vote of the town tkt 
no more land shall be granted from it. 

June. In a rate of £1200, Boston pays £l79. 

July 27. The Mary Rose, a Bristol ship, with Iwent yo ne 
barrels of powder and fifteen men, blew up in Charisttova 
harbor. 

September 4. A great storm, with high tide. 

October. Money is scarce, which causes lands and cattle 
to fall in price one half. 

November. Miantunnomoh appears at Boston to answer 
for some alarm among the English, of which he knew nothing. 

1G41. September 11. A meteor seen in the south. 

September 15. A training of 1200 men at Boston for two 
days, but no one drunk, nor an oath sworn. 

November 12. A great storm, and the highest tide for ten 
years. 

The harbor is more solidly frozen than it has been, accord- 
ing to Indian tradition, for forty years. 

1642. April 14. A public fast. 
June 8. Nathaniel Briscoe drowned. 

June 22. The lightning struck the windmill onCopp's 
hill, and injured the miller. 
July 2 1 . Another public fast. 
Three ships built at Boston this summer. 

1643. March 5. Sunday, at 7 in the morning, an earth- 
quake. 

June 12. Mons. De La Tour, Governor of Acadia, now 
part of Maine, comes to Boston. On training day he briogi 
forty of his men on shore, and exercises them. 

1644. MarcVi &. TYa%««»ii^«ifi& cma&XA Boston, and pre* 
sent to the GovemoT t)c^xt) fsSCtusii&tfl^vvcB^fQaBu 
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March 7. Five other sachems come in, with twenty fathoms 
of wampum. 

March 21. James Britton and Mary Latham hung. 

September 17. Lady De La Tour arrives at Boston, and 
prosecutes the master and owner of the ship for detention, 
and recovers £2000 damages. 

A London vessel with a commission took a Bristol ship in 
the harbor. Many people collected on Gopp's hill to witness 
the event, and a Bristol merchant beginning to raise a mob, 
is apprehended and put under guard. 

1G45. February 16. The winter continues so mild that 
the ground may be ploughed. 

July 3. A day of public fasting and prayer. 

July 14. The watch-house on Fort hill is struck by light- 
ning. 

October 29. A great tempest drives three ships ashore. 

A black person brought from Guinea, is claimed by the 
General Court and sent home. 

The town makes an allowance of £50 for a free schoolmas- 
ter and house, and £30 for an usher. 

In a rate of £616 Boston pays £l00. 

1646. July. Much harm is done to the com by cater- 
pillars. 

A vessel from Boston, commanded by Capt Dobson, is 
taken by the French, and carried to Port Royal* 

Liberty Tree is planted at the comer of Washington and 
Essex streets. 

October 17. A ship of 300 tons is launched. 

November 4. A great tempest. 

1647. June. An epidemic prevails and many die. 
June 14. Mrs Winthrop, wife of the Governor, dies. 

1648. Margaret Jones is hong at Boston for witchcraft 
This was the first execution for this offence in Massachusetts, 
and should have been the last. 

1649» Febraary. Eight persons we dto^ue^ ^X^ft««^ff^ 
this winter. 
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March 26. GoTernor John Winthrop dies, aged 62, and is 
buried in King's Chapel burial groond. 
The small pox prevails in Boston. 
The North meeting house is built. 

1650. March 18. Anthony Stoddard is chosen Town 
Recorder. The town records were preTionsly kept by the 
clerk of the writs. 

A great mortality prevails among duldren. 

April 11. Mr Robert Woodmansef is achocdmaster. 

1651. The court order that no penoui who is not worth 
£200, shall wear any gold or silver laoe, or any silk hoods or 
scarfs. 

1652. A mint is established for coining silver. The dies 
were made by Mr Joseph Jenks, of Lynn. 

1653. A great fire in Boston. 

1654. The first fire engine in Boston is made by Mr Jo- 
seph Jenks at Lynn. 

1655. An epidemic prevails in Boston. 

1656. June 19. Mrs Ann Hibbins executed for witchcraft 
July. Some people called Quakers first came to Boston. 

1657. The ministers meet at Boston to discuss the sub- 
ject of Baptism. 

1658. A great earthquake. 

September 1 6. Three Quakers have their right ears cat o£ 

1659. The first Town House in Boston is built. 
William Robinson and Marmaduke Stevenson, two Qua- 
kers, are put to death. 

1660. Generals Walley and Gofie, two of the judges of 
King Charles I., arrive at Boston. 

March 16. William Leddra, a Quaker, is hung. 
June I . Mary Dyer, a Quaker, is hung. 

1662. The General Court appoint two licensers of the 
press. 

1663. January 26. A very great earthquake. 

1664. July ^5. T\ift \avnv '^oXr. \tt V«m^ tha bell rung 
every day at 11, to caliil XYie TOKi^^fflssLXa Xnn^'C&sst ^ s^^nkshc^ 

house. 
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A great comet appears. 

1665. The North an4 South batteries are erected. 
Capt. Davenport is killed by lightning on his bed at the 

castle. 
March 23. Gtovemor John Endicott dies, aged 76* 
The wheat was blighted. 

1666. The King orders the court to send persons to En- 
gland to represent public grievances. 

The small pox prevails at Boston. 

1667. Rev. John Wilson, the first settled minister of 
Boston dies, aged 79. 

August 26. Mr Benjamin Tompeon is schoolmaster. 

1668. March. A meteor is seen. 

1669. April 3. An earthquake. 

1670. Mr Josselynjin his Journal, says : ' On the south 
side of the mansion house, there is a small but pleasant com- 
mon, where the gallants, a little before sunset, walk with the 
marmalet madams, till the nine o'clock bell rings them home.' 

1671. Mr Ezekiel Cheever is schoolmaster. 

1672. The proclamation of war by England against the 
Dutch, is read at Boston. 

Governor Richard BeUJogham dies, aged 80. 

1673. The fort on Castle Island is burnt and rebuilt. 
The first wharf in Boston is built. 

1674. John Foster sets up the first printing press in 
Boston. 

1675. A war is conmienced against Philip, king of tha 
Pequods. 

August. Eight Indians are brought to Boston, and in 
September one of them is hung. 

August 28. At eleven at night came on a violent tempest, 
' the like of which was never known before.' 

September 23. Great alarm is spread through the town, 
that the Indians are approaching to destroy it 

October 18. Canonchet, a Narrakig&ikae.\X «»f^vBv^^v»X'& 
Boston and makes a treaty witli the OoverDAt. 
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1076. February 23. The people of Boston keep a ftit 
on account of the war'with the Indians. In the time of ser- 
vice, they are disturbed by the report that the Indians are 
within ten miles of them. 

A great drought this summer. 

November 27. A great fire at North Square, bums forty- 
five dwelling houses, and the old North meeting house. 

16T7. May. The court appoint John Hayward post- 
master. 

December 6. A day of public thanksgiving. 

1678. Indian com is two shillings a bushel. 
The small pox prevails in Boston. 

A fire engine is procured from England. 

1679. Febraary. The first Baptist meeting house boat. 
August 8. A great fire in the night near Dock Square, 

burns 80 houses, 70 stores, and several ships. Loss £200,000. 
Edward Randolph, the first collector of customs, arrives. 

1680. November 18. A very great comet appears. 

1681. The General Court grant Samuel Sewall the man- 
agement of the printing press, and no one to set up another 
without license. 

1682. June 22. A public fast is observed. 

October 24. A fire near the town dock burns many houses, 
stores and vessels. 

1683. May 28. It is ordered that seven men, one from 
each military company, shall have the charge of the fire 
engine. 

1684. June 18. Massachusetts is deprived of its charter. 
November 1 . A free writing school is opened by Mr John 

Cole. 

1685. March 19. Wampatuck, sachem of Neponset,giTes 
a quit claim deed of Boston. 

Edward Randolph is appointed deputy post master of Nev 
England. 

1686. December 19. Sir Edmund Andros, the English 
Governor of Massadvuwxxa, «rev?«& ^x^ci&vsa. 
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1688. The Rev. Increase Matber is sent to England to 
represent public grievances. 

King's Chapel is built. 

1689. April 19. Sir Edmond Andros is seized by the 
people and put in prison. 

May 9. The representatives of the people assemble at 
Boston, and vote to resume their rights. 

1690. Augfust 3. A fire near the mill pond bums several 
houses. 

September 16. Afire near the Old South burns several 
dwelling houses, a printing office and one boy. 
The first paper money is issued. 

1691. A fire at North end bums several bouses. 

1692. Sir William Phips, the new English Governor, 
arrives at Boston, with a new charter. 

Boston is allowed four representatives. 

1693. An English fieet, for the destroction of Canada, 
arrives, but relinquishes the expedition in consequence of 
sickness. 

1694. The General Court require the selectmen of each 
town to post in the tavems the names of all dronkards. 

November 17. Governor William Phips embarks for EIb' 
gland. 

1696. The winter was the coldest from the settlement of 
New England. Loaded sleds passed for many weeks across 
the harbor on the ice. 

1699. William Kidd, a celebrated captain of pirates, is 
arrested at Boston, and sent to England. 

Brattle Street meeting house built. 

1700. Boston contains 1000 houses and 7000 people. 

1701 . The representatives of Boston are instructed by the 
town to endeavor the abolition of slavery. 

1702. The small pox rages in Boston, and 313 persons 
die. 

March II. A great fire near Dock S(^nx«. 
Tb0 £r8t by-hiwa of the town axe ^gsmXA^ 
34 
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1704. April 21. The Boston Noes Leiter^ih» dxntwyn- 
paper in Boston, is published by John Campbell, postmaster. 

May 15. An embargo is laid on all vessels. 
June 30. Six pirates are executed. 

1705. The fort is called CasUe William. 

Muddy River, a part of Boston, is incorporated with the 
name of Brookline. 
The western post to Hartford goes once a fortnight. 

1706. Benjamin Franklin is bom in Milk street, oppo- 
site the Old South. 

1707. May 18. Two ships are launched. 

1708. Ezekiel Cheever dies, aged 93. He was school- 
master of Boston for 38 years. He wore his beard, and is 
called in the News Letter, ' The ancient and honorable mas* 
ter of the free school.' 

1709. The papers contain advertisements of ' negro men, 
women, and boys to be sold, inquire at the post office.' 

1710. A fortification is built across the neck at Soath 
end. 

A board of firewards is established. 
Long wharf is built. 

1711 . June 25. An English fleet of SO ships, nnder Ad- 
miral Sir Haveden Walker, arrive at the Castle, and sail 
July 30. 

July 9. ' An Indian boy and girl to be sold ! ' 
October 2. A great fire bums all the buildings on both 
sides of Washington street, from School street to Market 
Square, and part of State street. About 100 dwelling houses, 
the Town House, and the First meeting house, were bunt, 
and several sailors in the steeple. The town had two en- 
gines. 

1712. The Town House is rebuilt, 

1713. A grammar school is opened at North end, under 
the care of Mt Recom^iv%ft Y(^ds>vot\h., 

February 6 . A. ii\«i\X. \ko\xae ^V'^otnJcv «cA "v^Xswtqx. 
March 8 . Tlve -poal Vo'SaatV.tot^ V^^ ^^^^ ^^^tw^. 
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The town is sickly with measles and fever. 

1714. April 1. A day of thanksgiving for the health of 
the town restored. 

The New North Church built. 
July 12. ' A Carolina Indian man to be sold.' 
October 25. Two houses are burnt. The town has seven 
engines. 

1715. Boston Light House built. 

1717. February 2. The Great Snovj, exceeding any ever 
before known in New England. Eleven hundred sheep were 
buried on Fisher's Island, and many cattle and sheep io 
other places. 

Samuel Bellamy's pirate ship, the Whidah, of 23 guns and 
130 men, was wrecked on Cape Cod, and more than 100 dead 
bodies found on the shore. Six of the survivors were after- 
ward executed at Boston. 

The South writing school is opened under the care of Mr 
Amos Angier. 

1718. A writing school is opened at North end by Mr 
Jeremiah Condy. 

1719. December 21. The Boston Gazette is published. 

1720. January 6. The coldest weather for many years. 
Two men were much frozen in going over the Neck to Rox- 
bury, and their horses frozen to death. 

January 13. The Light House burnt. 

1721. The small poz rages, and 844 persons die, Dr 
Zabdiel Boylston introduces inoculation. 

August 7. The New England Courant is pid)Iished. 

October 14. At three o'clock in the night, a grenade 
charged with powder is thrown into a chamber of the Rev. 
Cotton Mather's house, in which a minister is sick of the 
small pox. 

1722. Januarys. A fire on Long wharf burnt three stores. 
May. A revised edition of a curious ma^ oC tJbA v^'w^Ssk 

published by Captain John BoiineT. 
1723, February 4. A very h.ig|^\idft. 
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April 2. Mr Powell's house in Congress street burnt by t 
■egra 
April. Cooke's buildings, in State street, burnt* 
December 29. Christ Church is dedicated. 
Dr Increase Mather dies. 

1724. January 31. A fire at North end destroys a ware- 
house, and injures several vessels. 

November 23. A great storm damages many ships and 
houses. 

1725. February. One thousand pounds are paid to Capt 
Lovewell and his men, for the scalps of ten Indians. 

April Z* James Cochran received £200 for two Indian 
scalps. 

July 28. Two Indian chiefs from Penobscot, are confined 
in the Castle as hostages, from which they escape on the 8th 
of October. 

December 15. Peace is made at Boston with the Eastern 
Indians. 

1726. January 5. A brig is wrecked on Deer island, and 
five men drowned. 

September. Two Frenchmen and three fodians, with an 
Indian woman and two children, are brought to Boston u 
pirates. 

1727. March 20. The New England Weekly Journal ii 
published. 

October 29. An earthquake. 

1729. February 15' A great snow storm, with thoader 
and lightning. 

1730. April 12. An earthquake. 

The Old South meeting house is rebuilt. 

The small pox prevails, and 480 persons die. The Cen- 
tennial Celebration of the settlement of Boston is cxnitted m, 
consequence of the sickness. 

October 22. The northern lights exceedingly brilliant. 

December 19. An eas\.\tf\oa^ift. 

1T31. Februttty^a. K&[<i«X^eaX^«ix*wu 
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May 28. A man is drowned in the harbor, and a boy dt 
Winnisimmet ferry. 

1732. January. A yonng man, taken by the Indians befiure 
he was two years of age, and kept twentjrtwo years, comes to 
Boston to search for his unknown parents, who are afterwards 
found at Kittery. 

Hollis Street meeting-house built. 
September 6. An earthquake. 
The Influenza prevails. 

1733. The first lodge of freemasons is held. 

1734. January 30. Mr Benjamin Greenes printing office 
burnt. 

June 4. Three markets opened, and a bell rung at sunrise. 
Trinity Church is built. 

1735. September 25. A fishing boat is wrecked in the 
harbor and three men drowned. 

1736. The throat distemper prevails. 

1737. February 6. An earthquake. 
The Charitable Irish Society is formed. 
The West meeting house is built. 

1738. Rumney Marsh, a part of Boston, is incorporated, 
with the name of Chelsea. 

A Workhouse is built. 

1739. February 17. Some men on board a sloop, while 
firing at a mark, sent two balls into Mr Marberly's chamber 
at North end, one of which struck his wife. 

February 21 . Some powder left in a chamber fireplace in 
Captain Thomas Roman's house at West Boston, blew up 
the room, injured several women and killed a boy. 

February 25. A great thunder st^DBjin which Mr Lee's 
house was struck by lightning. 

1740. September 18. Rev. George Whitefield arrives. 
Faneuil Hall is presented to the town by Mr Peter Faneuil. 

1741. February 18. The WinnisiimnfiX feirj \«s^ ^«%& 

orertamedf and a Frenchman drowned. 

April 4. The snow lies on the sttonnAfe«x t<wx a««^- ''^52*** 
24* 
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p«8t was one of the coldest winters ever known in New En- 
gland. Many cattle died and thousands of sheep. The id 
was not entirely melted until July. 

1742. September 16. A fire near Fort hill. 

1743. The American Magazine published. 

1744. February 23. A brew house and several other build- 
ings near the Conmion were burnt. 

The frigate Massachusetts, of 400 tons, is launched. 
March 9. A beautiful night arch. 

1745. Governor Dummer publishes his celebrated De- 
fence of the New England Charters. 

1746. Several buildings are burnt in Water street, where 
Mr George Hewes has a tan-yard. 

The Second Baptist meeting-house is built. 

1747. December 9. The Town House is burnt. 
November 17. Commodore Enowles pressed several ctn 

on the wharves ; in the evening a mob collected, and the men 
were at last released. 

1748. October 22. A great fire in Purchase street. 
The Town House is rebuilt. 

Five hundred vessels clear the harbor this year, and 430 
enter. 

1749. Money sent from England to pay for the capture of 
Louisburgh, arrives at Boston; 215 chests of silver, and 100 
casks of copper, amounting to SS16,218, and loading twenty- 
seven trucks. 

A severe drought, with swarms of insects, causes great 
distress in New England. 

1750. The first theatrical exhibition is given at the Cofiee 
house in State street. 

March 21. A girl falls from the staging of a sh^ sad if 
killed. 

1751. February 6. A child falls into a Oilkr at Soatk 
^ end, during a high tide, and is drowned. 

1752. June!. XiL\iv&\vinai\«sri^\sxS& 't.^^^Mftd. ^ 

sold for four years. 
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June 15. ' To be sold, Guernsey boys and girls for a term 
of time, on board the sloop Two Brothers.' 
The small pox prevails in Boston, and 645 persons die. 

1753. June 23. A sailor is drowned from a ship. 
September. The fort is supplied with new cannon from 

England. 

1754. April 18. Four houses at West Boston burnt. 
The Massachusetts Marine Society is incorporated. 
King's Chapel is rebuilt. 

1755. May 20. Troops sail from Boston on an expedition 
against Nova Scotia. 

July. The troops under General Braddock are defeated. 

November 18. A very great earthquake. About one hun- 
dred chimneys in Boston are thrown down, and the ends of 
some brick buildings, and the spindle on one of the steeples 
is bent. 

1756. Concert Hall is built. 

January 13. A great fire in Hanover street, and a woman 
burnt. 

January 22. A man is paid £40 for an Indian scalp. 

February 12. Four French prisoners are brought to 
Boston. 

December 10. A very great snow storm, many vessels are 
wrecked, anil many travellers perish. 

1757. July 8. An earthquake. 

1758. August 17. News of the capture of Cape Breton 
18 received. 

« 

1759. September 18. Quebec is taken by Gen. Wolf^ 
November 14. A fire in Water street bums ten houses. 
December. A fire at West Boston bums two ropewalks. 

1760. Thb Penobscot tribe send deputies to Boston, 
who conclude a treaty of peace. 

March 17. .A Sfe at West Boston. 
March 18. A fife in the laboratory on Liverpool wh»sC. 
March 20. A very great fire Va Y^w^\v^\!k.^^^»^»' "^^ 
Water streets, destroys 174 bouses saA Vila iJMsi^^^««^ ^*^*^ 
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tenth part of the town, including the First Meeting house, 
where Joy's building now stands. 

1761. January 13. Faneuil Hall partly burnt. 
February. A great trial between the merchants and the 

officers of custom, respecting writs of assistance. 

March 12. An earthquake. 

October 23. A great storm occasions much damage to 
houses and ships. 

A great drought causes a scarcity of grain. 

November 1. An earthquake. 

1762. Several houses are burnt in William's court. 

1763. January 16. Five houses are burnt at South 
End. 

1764. The small pox in Boston, and 124 persons die. 
The people instruct their representatives to maintain their 

rights. 

1765. March 22. The Stamp Act is passed. 

August 14. The effigies of Andrew Oliver, distributer of 
stamps, hung on Liberty Tree, and bis office in State street 
demolished. 

August 26. Lt. Gov. Thomas.Hutchinson's house in Fleet 
street, is assaulted and plundered by a mob. 

November 1. The day on which the Stamp Act * was' to 
begin its operations, is ushered in by the tolling of bells. 

Boston contains 1676 houses, and 15,520 inhabitants. 

1766. March 18. The Stamp Act is repealed. 

May 16. Intelligence of the repeal is received with great 
joy. 

1767. February 3. Seventeen houses burnt at Mill 
Creek. 

June 29. An act, imposing duties on paper, glass, paints 
and tea, is passed. 

1768. A vessel loaded with wine is seized in the harbor, 
and the collector's boat drawn through the streets, and burnt 
on the Common by amo^b. 
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October 1. Two British regiments of 700 men, are quar- 
tered in the State House, now the City Hall. 

1769. January 30. The jail, in Court street, is burnt by 
the prisoners. 

July 19. A brilliant night arch. 

August I. Got. Bernard is recalled to England. 

September 8. A great storm and high wind. 

ITTO. January 23. A meeting is held in Faneuil Hall 
to enforce the Non-importation Act. 

February 22. Ebenezer Richardson, being driven to hift 
house by a mob, fires from his window and kills a boy. 

March 5. The British soldiers fire on the citizens in State 
street, and kill five men. 

Many people agree not to drink tea till the duty is re- 
pealed. 

May. An ox is roasted on the Common. 

October 19. A great storm with high tide, occasions much 
damage. 

1T71. Lt. Qov. Hutchinson refused his salary fix>m the 
province, and is paid by the crown. 

1T72. April. A fire in the Cofiee House, in State 
street. 

July 20. A carpenter*s shop in Summer street is burnt. 
A large pasture at this time is on the east of TrinitJ 
Church. 

November 1. The town choose a committee of correspon 
dence to state their rights. 

November 23. Widow May's bam, at South Boston, is 
burnt. 

1T73. February 21. Three houses are burnt near the 
Mill Pond. The water freezes, and many had their hands 
and feet frozen. 

April 4. j^*!fiTe in Back street bums the Sandemanian 
meeting kouse and several shops. 

November 2. Five hundred people «jBia«a:^<e^Na'^»8«^'s^^ 
the landing of a oonsigiiment o£ lea«. 
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NoTember 28. A ship loaded with tea arriTed, and a 
watch of twentyfive persons was appointed to prevent the 
landing. 

December 16. Seventeen persons, disguised as Indians, 
and armed, went on board some India ships in the harbor, 
and emptied overboard three hundred and fortytwo chests of 
tea* 

1T74. March 31. A bill, shutting the harbor of Boston, 
is passed. 

May 10. News of the Port Bill received. 

May 13. Gen. Thomas Gage, governor of Massachusetts, 
arrives. 

May 14. The people vote to discontinue commerce with 
Great Britain. 

June 1 . The port of Boston is closed, which causes great 
distress. 

September 4. The first Continental Congress meets at 
Philadelphia. 

The powder in the magazine at Boston is withheld from 
the proprietors. 

Lamps were first lighted in the streets of Boston. 

An entire and beautiful night arch appeared. 

1T75. April 19. Battle of Lexington. 

August. The great Liberty Tree is destroyed by the Brit- 
ish Troops, and a soldier killed by the fall. It made £surteei 
cords of wood. 

May 17. Thirty buildings are burnt in Market Squai!e. 

June 17. Battle of Bunker Hill. 

1T76* March 17. The British troops evacuate Boston, 
and Gen- Washington enters in triumph. 

July 18. The Declaration of Independence is pablidy 
read. 

March 25. Congress present a gold medal and a vote of 
thanks to Gen. Washington, for bis spirited conduct at 
Boston. 

The small pox is mBoa^Ti,«tt^'i»^^^^^^. 
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I17T. Diecember 18. A day of public thanksgiving. 

1TT8. January 17. Peter Ghardon's house in Cambridge 
street is burnt. 

Fortytwo persons die of small pox. 

December 22. A great snuw storm, continues five days 
and occasions much daiimge. Mr William Bishop and hi» 
team of four oxen and a horse, are all frozen to death on 
Boston Neck. 

1TT9. May 25. Seventeen prisoners escape from a guard 
ship in the harbor, and are retaken by a fishing schooner off* 
Cape Ann. 

1780. May 4. The Academy of Arts and Sciences is 
established. 

May 24. Mr Charles Jenkins ,is thrown from a horse at 
the foot of the Common and drowned. 

May 25. A great darkness, commences at ten o'clock in 
the forenoon and continues till midnight. 

September 22. Several stores on Long Wharf are burnt. 

1781. November 1. The Massachusetts Medical Society 
is incorporated. 

1782. November 29. An earthquake. 

December 25. The North Mills are burnt, with a great 
quantity of grain. 

1783. April 11. Peace is proclaimed by Congress. 
April 23. Intelligence of peace is received. 

August 21. A hou»o, warehouse, stable, and four horses 
CO one of the wharves, are burnt. A chimney fell on twa 
men from Hanover, and killed them. 

November 29. An earthquake. 

1784. November 29. A yery great storm and high wind 
occasion ranch damage. 

. 1785. April 21. A meeting of mechanics is held at the 
Green Dragon Tavern, to encourage domestic manufac- 
4tres. 

1786. Jnne 17. Charles KWet BAd^ '\^ ^»3Ks^ftRft.^^aA 
opened with great parade. 
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December. The sdow is seven feet deep on a level. 

1787. April 24. A fire commences in Beach street and 
bams 60 dwelling houses, 40 other buildings, and the meeting 
house in Uollis street. Marquis Lalayette gave tl550 to the 
sufferers. 

July. The Glass Company established. 

1788. February 6. The Constitution of Massachusetts 
is accepted. 

Three colored persons are seized at Boston and carried to 
the West Indies, which occasions the passage of an act for 
the relief of kidnapped persons. 

November 22. Mass is first celebrated in Boston. 

1789. The beacon is blown down on Beacon Hill. 
October 24. President Washington visits Boston. 

1790. A monument, 60S ^t in hieight, is erected on 
Beacon Hill, to the memory of those who fell on Banker 
Hill. 

April 17. Dr Franklin dies at Philadelphia, aged 84, and 
bequeathed S4,444 to the people of Boston, for the benefit of 
young married artificers. 

1791. February 23. The Massachusetts Humane Society 
is incorporated. 

The first museum in Boston is opened by Mr Daniel 
Bewen. 
The Massachusetts Historical Society instituted. 
December It. The coldest day for many years. 

1792. January 23. A fire near the North meeting 
house. 

Thermometer ten degrees below zero. 
Thirtythree persons die of small pox. 

1793. West Boston Bridge is built. 

1794. February 3. The Federal Street Theatre is open- 
ed. 

February 19. The Massachusetts Historical Society is in# 

corporated. 
The Boston lAbtai^ \&*mcoT^T«.\ft^. 
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June. At the close of the embargo, the harbor of Boston 
contains 28 ships, 66 brigs, 106 schooners, and 69 sloops. 

July 30. A fire, from Atkinson to Purchase streets, de- 
stroys 43 houses, 24 shops, 21 bams, and 8 rope walks. The 
amount coUected for the sufferers was $33,000. 

1795. March 15. The Massachusetts Charitable Me- 
chanic Association incorporated. 

July. Two houses burnt at West Boston. 
July 4. The comer-stone of the new State House is 
laid. 

1796. March 9. Two houses burnt in State street. 

1797. February 25. Several cordage manufactories and 
rope walks at West Boston, burnt. Loss, $106,000. 

March 5. A house in Beacon street, belonging to the 
estate of Gov. James Bowdoin, bnmt. A negro was executed 
for setting it on fire. 

NoTember 27. Several buildings bumt in Ann Street. 

Frigate Constitution launched at Boston. 

December 7. President Adams visits Fort William, and 
gives it the name of Fort Independence. 

1798. Febraary 2. The Federal Street Theatre burnt. 
The new State House first occupied. 

Boston has nine fire engines. 

1799. May 1. Eleven houses burnt in Washington 
street. 

1800. March 11. An earthquake. 
The Alms House in Leverett Street built. 
The Boston Municipal Court is established. 

1801. February* The Boston Dispensary is incorpo- 
rated. 

October 16. A very large meteor is seen. 
December 16. A great fire in Ann street. 

1802. The tumpike from Salem to Boston is com< 
menced. 

1803. February 26. TheBo8U)ti¥ein3iV<& k^^VxBxSj^Vsv- 

corporated. 

26 
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May 8. Sunday. A snow storm* 
September 22. The Salem Turnpike is opened and begins 
to receive tolL 

1804. Dorchester Neck is detached horn Dorchester and 
called South Boston. 

October 9. A great storm and gale occasion immense 
damage. 
Beacon Hill is levelled, and monument taken down. 

1805. May. FaneuU Hall is enlarged. 

1806. April 16. A total eclipse of the sun. 
August 18. Six houses burnt in Ann street. 
A large portion of Copp*s Hill is levelled. 

1807. September 35. A comet appears. 
December 22. A general embargo is laid by Congress. 
The Boston Athenasum is incorporated. 

1808. Gov. James Sullivan dies at Boston, aged 64. 
August 3. Cragie's Bridge finished. 

1810. November 9. An earthquake. 

1811. February 25. The Massachusetts General Hos- 
pital incorporated. 

July 7. An excessively hot day. 

1812. The first Sunday School established in New En- 
gland, was opened at the West Church, L3rnde Street. 

June 1. The Howard Benevolent Society organized. 
June 18. War declared against Great Britain. 

1813. June 1. The American frigate Chesapeake, Cap- 
tain Lawrence, leaves Boston harbor on a challenge, and 
is captured by the British frigate Shannon, Captain Broke. 

1814. February 25. The Boston Asylum for Indigent 
Boys established. 

November 16. A national fast. 

December 24. A treaty of peace between England and the 
United States, signed at Ghent. 

1815. March 30. The Boston Handel and Haydn So- 
ciety organized. 
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Jnne. Tbe second Snodaf School is opsDed at Chnst 
.Clwreh, 

September. A great gale, deairoys mnch sbippio; in the 
haibor, — prostrate! ctumaeys and mnny trees an the Com- 

The Massachusetts Peace Society is Ibimed. 

1616. July 2. President Monroe Tisils Boston. 

December 13. The Proiidenl Institotion Tor Sarings is 
formed. 

ISIT. February 14. An extremely cold day. 

September T and October E. Earthquakes. 

181S. July 4. The New Bogluid Museum opened. 

Novembers. The Eiebange Coflee Honse, in Congres* 
Street, is burol. It wu 7 stories high, and cost tBOO.OOO. 

1819. Julys, An eiceeding hot day. 

Septembec 4. Tbi comer stone of St. Paul's Churoli 
laid. 

1B30. Tbe Nahant Hotel bul]t by sevenUBoston genile- 

1821. January 30. A liiick house in Broad street is 
burnt. Sii persons perish in the fire, sjid a voman leaps 
from the window and is killed. 

July 14. Sii houses and stores in Union street buml. 

18SS. February 23. Boston is incorporated a city. 

April 16. The Hon. John Phillips is elected first 
mayor of Boston. 

May I . The City Authorities enter npoo the duties of 
their offices, 

1823, January SI. The Penitent Females Refuge is in- 
corporated. 

The Hon. Josiah ftuincy is elected mayor. 

1S34. April 7. Fillythree buildings between CentiBl 
and Stale streets, burnt. 

June SO. A house, alahfe, eighteen horses andooaew^^ 
burnt in Hawlsy street. 
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' June 23. A type foundry in Salem street burnt. Loss 160,000. 

July 5. The comer-stone of the United States Branch 
Bank, in State street, comer of Wilson's lane, is laid. 

July 7. Fifteen houses bumt in Chestnut, Charles and 
Beacon streets. Loss, 8100,000. 

August 25. Marquis Lafayette visitsi Boston. 

1825. April 7. Fast Day. Fifty stores bumt in Central 
and Kilby streets. Loss, 1,000,000. 

The moon, the planet Venus, and seyeral planets remain 
visible for several hours in the middle of the day. 

June 15. Lafayette returns to Boston. 

June 17. The comer-stone of the Bunker Hill Monument 
is laid. 

June 18. The Fire Department is organized. 

June 30. The Prison Discipline Society formed. 

October 26. A High School for girls established. 

November 10. Ten buildings, including many lawyers' 
offices, burnt in Court street. 

December 22. A crockery ware store at the comer of 
Wasliington and Franklin streets, bumt. 

1826. The influenza prevails. 

February 15. A store on Central Wharf burnt. 

March 18* Mr Faxon's shoe store. North Market street, 
burnt. 

May 6. A Boston pleasure boat is overturned off Point 
Shirly, and four men drowned. 

August 24. The House for Juvenile Offenders opened. 

August 26. The new Alarket House, between Noith and 
Sonth Market streets, opened. 

December 21. A great tumult at Federal Street Theatre, 
on account of Mr Edmund Kean. 

182T. The winter was intensely cold, and the quantity oi 
snow very great. 

January l2. TheBosloTi'^<tt\i«x»!cs' Iv^tkution is instituted. 

May 1. Chantry's sX^Wxa ol '^^^^asi^Tv «rrc««&^ <«fi!S.Sak 
placed in the Stale House. 
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Jane IE. A granite Motinmeat is ecected to the memorj 
of Franklin, in the Granary Burial Ground, in Tremont 
■tieet. 

A free bridge to South BoBlon is opened. 

August 5, A man named Young is killed in Pedi lane,in 
a quarrel. 

Auguat 28. A most splendid nigbt arch is Tormed by the 
aurora boreatis. 

September 19. A Tery great sloim aud h^jli vind. 

September Zl- The Tremont Theatre is opened. 

December 14. A store in Washington street burnt. 

1828. Aprils. The Boslon Lilaul School Society insti- 
tuted. 

August 20. A public dinner given to Ibe African prince, 
Abduhl Ruhalunan. 

September IB. The comer-soine of the new Trinity 
Church laid. 

October. Several Winaeb^o chiels, with the celebrated 
Red Jacket, chief of the Seneca Indians, visit Boston. 

December 25. The Warren Bridge is opened. 

1B29. Januiuy 10. The treea and houses are encmsled 
wilb ice in a very beautiful manner. 

April 2S. John Boyla is drowned at Long WharT. 

July 9. Peter Stone is killed by the Ming of a bank of 
earth at Fort Hill. 

July 16. A great riot in Ann street. 

August. The Siamese twins, united by a naloial ligatore, 
arrive at Boslon. 

August 14- A diatillery in Union street burnt. 

September 3. The Trmiont House, Tremont street, open- 
ed. 

Octobet 9. Twohonsesin SlillnuD iUeat, and a itabls ia 
Tremont street, bnrnt. 

October 10. A type foundry at Fort THH bnnA. 

October 21. A very great BtnrnL. 
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NoTember 3. A stable in Salem street bornt. 
November 29. Several buildings burnt at the comer of 
Washington and Summer streets. 
December 17. A stable in Bromfield street bamt. 

1830. February 1. Hanover Street Church burnt. 
May 3. A bake house in Ann street burnt. 

August 19. The American Institute of Instruction is or- 
ganized. 

September 17. The second centennial celebration of the 
settlement of Boston. 

October U. The comer-stone of the Masonic Temple 
Treraont street, laid. 

The Boston Lyceum is instituted. 

1831. January 15. A very great storm. 
April 4. A foundry in Front street bumt. 

May 4> A bake house in Eiroad street is destroyed by fire, 
and Mr John Murphy, his wife and three children are bumt 
to death. 

June 30. The steamboat Housatonic is bumt at Tileston's 
wharf. 

July 1. Two pirates, Gadettee and Colonette, exe- 
cuted. 

December 22. Hon. Charles Wells elected mayor. 

1832. January 1. The New England Anti-slavery So- 
ciety formed. 

June 12. A pleasure boat is overturned in the harbor, and 
eight men drowned. 

June 24. The chemical works at South Boston bumt. 

June 26. A fast in apprehension of the cholera. 

July 4. Two buildings burnt in Commercial street, and 
three buildings and four vessels at Spear's wharf. 

The Boston Young Men's Temperance Society formed. 

July 7. A dwelling house, four other buildings, and part 
of Warren Hotel, in Friend street, bumt. 

August 13. Two sleMo5w»X.'a\»^ti \ft \»a» ^^CLWionisim- 

met Ferry. 
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August 15. Two women die of cholera. About thirty 
other persons died within two months. 

September 24. Mr John Rich is killed in an affiray in Ann 
street; 

September. The New England Institution for the Ekluca- 
tion of the Blind opened. 

November 10. Dr John Gaspar Spurzheim, the phrenolo- 
gist, dies at Boston, aged 56, and is buried at Mount Au- 
burn. 

November 21. A brick building in State street burnt. A 
canister of gunpowder blew up and injured several per- 
sons. 

The City Hall and Post Office were damaged by the fire. 

December 27. The windmill, on Wheeler's Point, Sea 
street, burnt. 

1833. February 8. A fair is held at the Masonic Tem- 
ple for the benefit of seamen, and 91,008 collected. 

February 27. The Boston Young Men's Colonization 
Society formed. 

March 19. An exhibition of the pupils of the Asylum for 
the Blind, is given at the Masonic Temple, and about $1,000 
collected. 

March 22. Five buildings and a great quantity of lumber 
burnt at a wharf at South End. 

April. The City Council order the bells to be rung at 
sunrise. 

May 1. A fair is held at Faneuil Hall, by the ladies of 
Boston, for the benefit of the blind, which is continued three 
days. Tne amount cellected was 812,918. Hon. Thomas 
H. Perkins gave his house in Pearl street, valued at 130,000, 
for an asylum for the blind, and about $38,000 more were 
contributed. 

June 28. President Jackson visits Boston. 

September 28. The comer-stone of the new Court Houses 
in Court street, is laid. 
October 19. A house in Ana ftUe«l\)inTtiX« 
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NoTember I. Mr Samuel H. Piirker's library and musie 
store, in Washington street, burnt. 

November 2. The turpentine distillery, at South Bostoo, 
burnt. 

November 13. A remarkable and brilliant exhibition of 
meteors, between the hours of three and six in the morn- 
ing. 

December 10. Hon. Theodore Lyman, Jr« is elected 
mayor. 

1834. March 7. A house in West Centre street burnt. 
April 15. Six houses are burnt in D street, at South 

Boston. 

August 10. Mr Durant ascends from the Common in a 
balloon, at six, P. M., and in one hour is taken up from the 
water by a vessel, fourteen miles east from Lynn. 

August 11. The Ursuline Convent, at Mount Benedict, 
destroyed by incendiaries and a mob. 

August 29. The Hawes School House, at South Boston, 
is struck by lightning. x 

September 6. The death of Lafayette is commemorated 
by a procession, eulogy and requiem. 

1835. January 1. A house in Purchase street burnt. 
January 4. The harbor frozen to Fort Independence. 
January 21. A house partly burnt in Ann street, and a 

woman burnt to death. 

February 20. A young man named Prescott, drowned by 
falling through the ice near East Boston. 

April 27. Several buildings burnt in Hanover street. 

May 18. The Federal Street Theatre is converted into a 
place of worship, and called the ODBON,by the Boston Acad- 
emy of Mucic* 

May 18. A destructive fire, occasioned by the boiling over 
of a glue kettle, destroys nearly forty buildings in Blackstone, 
Pond and Salem streets. Loss, 150,000. 

Jane 10. J . H. B\i^t «Jg»^ *2:^) ^^c^^ V| ^3liS^VM.tmen 
a tiBMel and Haikoock'm ^^aai* 
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Jnlf 4. Ur Lewis A. Lniirial Bud loa aBceod in h bsl- 

Angusl 22. Schooner Sarah, at Central Wharf, losded 
with aah pelre, tooli fire Bad blew up. Loss, tI4,000. 

September 24, Fire in Court street, the Boslon Bewick 
Company, g crockerf ware stare, and a confectionary shop 
burnt oal. Los*, ■8,000. 

October 1. A fire at the comer orDeroDshire and Walei 
atreela, destroyed seTeral buildings. Loss, (80,000. 

October r. Femberton Hill being reduced, the boOM bti 
were sold at euclton on Pbillipa Place. 

October 10. Two stables, two house*, and four other 
building burnt in Pond and CharlestowD streets. 

October 12. A aplendid silver Tase is presented to the 
Hod. Daniel Webster, at the Odeon. 

October IB. A new house hnmt in Sfaawmnt street. 

October IT. A distillery burnt in Front street. 

Oct. 21. An abolition meeting is held in WashisgtoD 
street, a riot ensues, and William Loyd Garrison is conTeyed 
to prison by the city authorities, to prerenl his being in- 

October 28, A honse in Sooth Street Ptace, occupied by 
IB Irish families, is set on fire by two young men named 
Russel and Crockett, and hunit. 

NoTcmber 20. A house on Hobb's vbarf is destroyed by 
fire, and a woman and child burnt to death. 

December 14. Hon. Samuel T. Armstraag, elected 

December 3G. A stable burnt in Piiu street. 

1830. March S. Warren Bridge hecomea free, and an 
eztensiTe procession passes over it. A man named Lyon is 
killed on the bridge, by being thrown from a sleigh against a 
lamp post. 

March IS. HrLauriat's goldbeater's shoii, in WuXss^ 
too street, bnmL 
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March 15. Mr Asa Ingalls drowned near South BoaUm 
Bridge. 

March 16. Russell and Crockett are executed. 

March 20. George Lowell, in an afiiray in Clinton 
street, is stabbed to death by an Irishman, named 
Riley. 

April 6. The India Rubber Factory in Pitts court, a car- 
penter's shop in Barrett street, and Dr Stewart's house in 
Washington street, are burnt. 

April 20. The Turpentine Factory in South Boston 
burnt. 

April 21. Mr Joseph Sibley's merchant tailor's. shop, in 
Congress street, burnt. Loss, 912,000. 

May 1 . The boarding house of the East Boston Iron Com- 
pany burnt. Loss, $10,000. 

May 3. A stable and carpenter's shop in Portland street, 
burnt. 

July 28. A distillery in Broad strtet burnt. 

December 12. The Sheet Iron Factory at South Boston 
burnt. 

December 12. Mr Samuel A. Eliot is elected mayor. 

December 15. An iron fence, began July 6, is completed 
round the Common, a distance of 5,367 feet, enclosing 50 
acres, cost $82,500; and, including side walks round the 
whole, about $90,000, — of which $17,000 was furnished by 
private subscriptions. 

Foreign arrivals this year, 1454. Clearances, 1333. 

1837. January. The representatives to the Legislature, 
returned for this year, exceed 630 in number. 

February 14. The bagging manufactory, Northampton 
street, burnt. Loss, $35,000. 

Provisions very dear. Flour $15 a barrel. 

March 2. Dr Graham prevented, by an assemblage of 
citizens, from delivering his lectures to females^ at Amory 
Hall. A second aXlem^x "««a is«.^^ wi^^ ^^^ xa ^s^x^qljl 
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his lecturing to them, but he frustrated the attempt by se- 
cretly adjourning to the Marlboro' Hotel. 

March 14. The wife of Mr John Gear, in Purchase street, 
is burnt to death by her clothes taking fire. 

March 29. Kidnapped from the Tremont House, a colored 
servant maid belonging to a gentleman from the south, on a 
visit to his friends in the city. 

. April 8. The spire of Hollis Street Church is struck by 
lightning and burnt off. 

Extensive failures in Boston, and business much de- 
pressed. 

May 5. Hollis Street Church struck again by lightning 
and took fire, at 5 o'clock a. m. The steeple had not been 
fully repaired. 

May 12. The banks in Boston suspended specie pay- 
ments in consequence of the banks in New York having 
done so. 

May 20. The U. S. ship Independence went to sea. 

May 23. Census of Boston completed ; population 80,325. 
exclusive of 498 foreign paupers and others excluded by law. 

June 8. The remains of the Rev. John Murray were re- 
moved from the Granary Burial Ground to Mount Auburn, 
with appropriate ceremonies. 

June 11. A riot ensues in Broad street, caused by diffi- 
culties between the Irish and members of the Fire Depart- 
ment. This riot was put do,wn by the military force, but with- 
out recourse to the use of powder. 

July 18. An order passes the Board of Aldermen, dismiss- 
ing No. 7 Engine Company from the Fire Department ; — in 
consequence of which, all the companies gave up their 
engines. , 

July 27. An ordinanee was passed to re-organize the Fire 
Department. 

September 12. An outrage was committed ui^\^ ^Xv^ "^^soX- 
gomery Guards, one of the liglil iniiaiiVT^ cani^8»5ik\%& ^^ '^'^ 
city, composed of Irish and IrisYi de8ceiid«xv\&. 
October 26. An order, passed by X\i^ CVt^ Owexwasso^^ 
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gTBnting Che lue of thg atj lands, veit af Chaila Mnal, 
for a Public Gardai. 

_OctDber27. lndjap chte& nrriTfld in. Boaton, withlhor 
vJTes and children, — being delegates from the Sacs tad 
Fox tribes, and tha Sioux and Iowa; tribea, to the garen- 
ment of the Dnited Suia*. Tbe Sad and Foiai held a war 
dance do tbe Common, on the 30th, in pnaenoe of the Ooi- 
ernor and aboo) 70,000 people. 

NoTcmbcr 19- A delegation of twentyRii Tndiaa chiela 
and Wirrian arrives, from the Pawneea, Ottoaa, Omanoes 
and Missouri tribes. They held a wai duce next day it 
Concert Hall, and at FaneuU Hall, la praseoce of the Go<r- 
eroor. Mayor, and alacge assemblage nfcitizem. Thsfleft 
on iheaisl, highly pleased with their Tisit. 

Det.4. The re-printing of ShoK'iffistoryq^ Bosfoncom- 
mSDCed hy Abel Boven, with addiliona and u 
broDghldown to the present time ; — itvill apj 
bert with superior wood cuts and copperpUte em) 
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Academy, arts and iciences 38 

Academy of music 55, 71 

Adams school 82 

Adams, John 38, (^ 243, 285 

Adams, John Q. 64, 243 

African school 31 

Aldermen 12, 19 

American Academy 38 

American house 206 

Ames, William 13 

Amory Hall 79 

Amphitheatre ]93,'196, 198 

Amusement, places of, 186, 193, 197 

Ancient and Honorable 184»202 

buildings 238 
Annals of Boston 269 
Anniversaries 201 
Apprentices^ library 41 "?r. 
Arcade 79 
Armories 184 
Artillery 202 

Election 202 
Ashbury connection 152 
Assessors 24 
Assistant Assessors 24 
Association, M-tss. Char. Mecb. 45 
A.*ylum female 46 

for indigent bovi47 

for female orphans 46 

for the blind 47 
Atheoeum 85 

gallery 37 
Auditor 22 
Avenue Western 85 
Banks 218 
Barrett and Harper 187 

G. L. 188 

G. H.196 



Barry Thomai 198 

Barrymore 198 

Beacon hill 10, 28 

Bell Isle 11 

Bells, chime, 122 

Bellingham, Gov. R. 271 

Bernard 188 

Bethel reading room 157 

Blackstone, W. 269, 260, 263 

Blind, asylum for, 47 

Booth, tragedian, 195 

Boston, picturesque views of, 12 

name confirmed 9, 260 

common 17 

female asylum 46 

in dutricts 13 

dupensary 46 

lyceum a1 

public schools 28 

news letter 42 

theatre 71, 187 

children's friend society 46 

society of natural history 39 

library society 4D 

academy of music 55, 71 

alheneum 35 

free bridges 83, 87, 88 

south bridge 83 

and Lowell rail road 228 

and Providence ** 229 

and Worcester " 228 

port society 157 
Boundaries of Boston 9 
Bowdoin, Gov. 38, 118, 285 
Bnwdoiu school 32 
Bowen's museum 199 
Boylston market 70 
Doylstoa «c\ivkQ\ ^ 
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47 Episcopal Miss, chapel 158 

48 Grace church 159 

49 Fourth Universalist ]62 

50 Christian Union 162 

51 Warren street ehapel 163 

52 Pitts street chapel 165 

53 Northampton street chapel 167 

54 First free congregational 167 

55 Franklin street 168 

56 Fifth Universalist 168 

57 First German 168 

58 North Baptist 169 

59 Maverick 169 

60 Other Christian 170 
Circulating libraries 41 
Citj in wards 18 

incorporated 19 

government 19 

council 19,20 

hall 66 

tavern 208 

clerk 21 

hotel 212 

treasurer 21 

marshal 21 

solicitor 23 

guards 186 

market 73 

officers, by appointment 19 

finance 233 

propertjr 234 

seal 6 
Clerk of the common coancil 21 
Columbian libraiy 40 

Centinel 42 
College of Pharqpcy 50 

Harvard 29, 36,203 
Common 10, 17 

council 12, 19, 20 
burial ground 176 
sewera, superintendent 22 
Commercial coffeehouse 208 
Commercial wharf, 103 
Commencement 20i3 
Commerce 12, 98 
Concert hall 76 
Congress hall 78 
Constables 27 
Copp's hill 9, 14 

burial grotuid 174 



Cornbill square 79 
Corinthian hall 78 
Cotton, Rev. John 9 
County of Suffolk 13 
Court house and jails 73 

county 74 
new 74, 226 
Court, police 13 

supreme judicial 13 
Cradle of liberty 62 
Crescent pond 17 
Croswell's church 129 
Custom house 75 
Dawes family tomb 173 
Debating society ftS 
Debtor's prison 73 
Deer Island 11, 106 
Deeds, register of, 27 
Descendants of Calvin 13 
Dickson, J. A. 188 
Directory of Boston 44 
Districts of Boston 13 
Dispensary 46 
Domestic fem society 38 
Dorchester 244 

heighU 16 
Drains 22 
Dry dock 250 
Duff, comedian 189 
East Boston 11, 14, 15, 257, 263 

ferry 15, 91 
Eaton, C.A. 197 
Eastern Rail road 15, 229 
Election 18, 201, 202, 203 
days 19,201,202 
Eliot school 32 
Emporium 12, 189 'f 
English high school St 
Endicott, Gov. 271 
Engineer, chief 68 
Environs of Boston 242 
Essex Gazette 42 
Exchange coffee house 206, 287 
mechanics' 215 

merchants' €7 
Eye and Ear Infirmary 48 
Fair Brighton 248 
Mechanics' 46 
Faneuil, Peter 62 
Faneuilhall, 17,19,62 
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Faneuil market 17, 6S 
Farm school 47, 290 
Fast days 201, 259 
Feather store [cat] 239 
Female refuge 48 
asylum 46 
Samaritan society 58 
Fence round the common 18,294 
Ferry, Winnis-'immet 91, 263 

East Boston 15, 91 
Finn, H. J. 190 
Financial year 233 
Fire department M^ 288,^295 

society 45 
First newspaper fak Boston 42 
Fortifications, U. S. 11, 105, 106 
Fort Independence 11, 105, 285 
Warren 11, 106 
Strong 15, 106 
hill 10, 265 
Fourth of July 202 
Foundation of the city 9 
Fox, John 13 

Franklin, Benjamin 275, 284 
monument 175, 289 
school 32 
fund 238, 284 
bank 219 

medals 31, 175, 238 
Free bridges 16, 83, 87, 88 , 
Fresh pond 179 
French church 129 
Funeral fees 24 

Fusiliers, Independent Boston 185 
Gage, General, head quarters, 118 
Gaflop Island 11, 105 
Gas works 3t4 
Guards, New England 186 
Montgomery 186 
Pulaski 186 
Cit^p 186 
General training 203 
George's Island IJ, 105 
Government, city 19 
Governor's Island 11, 106 
Granary burial ground 174 
Grammar and writing schools SO 
Graves rocks 11 
Greenleaf,Dr John 118 i 
Grindall, Edmund 13 



Grove hall [cut] 246 
Hall, Boylston 70 
Concert 76 
Congress 78 
Corinlhiin 78 
Pantheon 78 
Washington 78 
Lyceum 79 
Handel and Haydn society 54 
Hancock, John 59, 61, 118 
house [cut] 241 
school 32 
Hanover house 208 
Harvard college 29, 36, 203 
Harvard, John 243 
Harbor described 11 
Harper, comedian, 188 
Hawes school 32 
Hay market theatre 187 ■ 
Heart of the city 16 
Health department 26 
Health oflSce 23 
Health commissioners 26 
Hill, Frederick S. 197 
Hills in the city 9, 11 
Hill Beacon 10, 59, 286 
Fort 10, 234 
Copps 9, 174 
Richmond 253 
Savin 245 
Hingham 11 
Hbtorical society 39 
Hodgkinson188 
Ho)& street church 295 
Hospital Massachusetts General 92 
McLean 93, 95 
Rainsford 23, 96 
Lying-in 48 
Marine 95, 253 
Quarantine 96 
Navy 253 
Hotels 203. 216, 258 
House of Industry 25 
House of reformation 26 
House of correction 25 
Howard Benevolent society 47 
Humane society 44 
Improvements 223 
India wharf 99 
Indigent boys* asylum 47,230 
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Mercantile whar^ 103 

McMenrer 22 

M«-thodi9t minuten, Ibt of 1S5 

Middlesex canal 216 

Mill dam 86 

Mill pond land, 14 

Military 188 

Muiilgoinery guards 186, 295 

Monument, Franklin 175 

Bunker hill. 212 
Hannah Adams 130 
Spurzheim's 151 
Jarvi8» Dr C. 174 ^ 
V4»5al% 173 
Washington 122 
WinthroD 173 j 

Moorhead, Rev. Jonn 123 

Moral lectuies 187 

Mount Vernon 10 

Bellingham 253 
Auliurn 177 
Pleasant 245 
Washington 16 

Mount Washington house 1% 212 

Municipal jear 28 

Municipal cuurt 27 

Museum 199 

Blystic river 249 

Vahant 11, 255 

Names of schools 32 

Naalasket 11 

National theatre 197 

National lancers 183 

National gallery 201 

Natural history society 39 

Navy yard 249 

Newspapers, list of 42 

News letter, first paper 42 

}}ews rooms 67, 2l5 

New England coffee house 209 
museum 200 
guards 186 
society 52 

J 'few 'court house 74, [cut,] 

"^ew brick church 110 

.Sew yeir's d*y 201 

Wix's male 107 

."foddle's Island 106 

-Norfolk county 13 

Norfolk house 246 



North boundary 9 

North Boston il, IS, 15 

North end 14 

Number of worship, assem. 170 

Nuns, Ursuline 132 

Observatory, teleji^raph 100 

Odeon 56, 71, 292 

Old brick church 1 10 

Old north church 111 

Old state house 67 

Operas 196 

Organization of city government IB 

Overseers of the poor 19^ 24 

Overseers uf house of correcuon 25 

Packets 215 

Paintinn, exhibition of 37 

Paine's R. T. residence 153 

Pantheon hall 78 

Park 18 

Park man's market 73 

Pauperism 170 

Pearl street hou<e 207 

Pelby. William 192, 193,196 

Pembertun hill 10 

Peninsula city 9, 15, 16. 212 

Penitent female refuge 48 

Periodicals 42 

Permanent assessors 24 

Perkins, James 36 

Perkins, T. H. 48, 261 

Pews, square 116 

Pharmacy, college of 50 

Phip«, Governor 47, 230, 273 

Physician, resident 23 

salary of 23 
duty of 23 

Places of amusement 186 

Plan of the city 6 

Point Shirley 106 

Pulice court 26 

Pond en the common 17 

Poor, overseers of 24 

Population of Boston 9, 64, 295 

Port society 157 

Post oflBce 67, 69 

Powell, Charles Stewart 187 

Powell, Snelling 188 

Presbyterian church 123, 144 

Presentation of school medals 31 

Prison discipline society 57 
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South Bridge, 83 

Soul of Soldiery 186 

Spectacle Island 11 

Square pews 116 

SquBDtum 11,202 ; 

State-house £9 

Statue of Washington 60, 181 

Stage re«;i8ter 44, 216 j 

Stages 215 , ^ i '> 

State Prison 250 

Steamboats 215 

Streets, superintendent of 24 

Sufiulk county, IS 

Siiflfolk, England, 13 

Suflfrage, right of 18 

Sullivan, Gov. 175, 2?6 

Sumner, Gov.'s monument 175 

Supreme J. court 13 

Superintendent of bur. grounds 23 

' ' of drains 22 

of streets 24 

Tafi's hotel [cull 247 
Taverns, list of 213 
Tra, destruction of 152 
Telegraph 100 
Temple 76 

Th-iiiks»iving day, 203, 259 
Tlieatre, Boston 71, 187 

Ilaymarket 187 

Washington 193 

Tremont 193 

Warren 196 

National 197 

Lion 198 

The Park 18 

Thompson's Island 11, 107, 230 
Thursday lectures 110 
Topi ifl's reading room 67, 68 
Tomlis, number of 176 
Tomb of Peter Faneuil 175 
Tomb of Spurzheim 181 
Trade and commerce 98 
Training days, 185,202 
Trea- mount' 194 
Tiemont 10, 
Tremont theatre 193 
Tr«mont house 204 
Treasurer, city and county 21 
Trimounfain 7, 10, 259 
Tyler, J. S. 187 
Uoiled States Naty Yatd^« 



U. S. navy hospital 253 

U. S. marine u 95 

U. S. forts 11, 105 

U. S. court iS 

Unitarian Liturgy 115 

Vaccine institution 68 

VassalPs Monuoaent 173 

Votes, inspectors of 18 

Voters, wnen qutJified 18 

Wards 18 

Ward officers 18 

Ward books 22 

Ward meetings 19 

Warren bridge 88, 293 
Theatre 196 

Washington, Geo. 38, 62. 282 
statue 60. 181 , 
birth day 201 
bust 122 
Theatre 193 
Light Inf. CO. 185 
hall 78 
gardens 76 

Watch, captain of 27 

West Boston 14, 15 

Bridge 83 

Western avenue 85 

Wells school 32 

Wharves 12, 99, 103 

Whitlock 188 

Wilson, Rev. John 260, 271 

Wilson, Alexander M. 195 

Williams' Island 15' 

Williamson, J. B. 187 

Winthrop, John 9, 13, 529, 262, 27C- 

residence 259, 260 

schoci 32 

tomb 173 

Winsluw Blues 185 

Winiiissimmet 253, 261 

village 2.53 

fctrV 9t, 263 

Windmill point 16 

Worcester rail road 228 

Wien, Sir Chriiitopher 14 

Writing <irhoo], 30 

YoHiig, Charles 192 

Young men's association 59 

Young men's society 57 
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